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September 3, 2019 
 
Randy Sorrels 
ABRAHAM, WATKINS, NICHOLS, 
    SORRELS, AGOSTO, AZIZ 
800 Commerce Street 
Houston, Texas 77002 
 
Jerry C. Alexander 
Chair of the Board 
PASSMAN & JONES 
1201 Elm Street, Suite 2500 
Dallas, Texas 75270 
 

Re: Potential appointment to the Texas Commission on Judicial Selection 

Dear Randy & Jerry: 

I understand that the Administration Committee of the State Bar Board of Directors has 
recommended me as the State Bar’s appointee to the Texas Commission on Judicial Selection.  I 
write to express my appreciation for this recommendation and to let you know that I would be 
deeply honored if I am ultimately selected. 

For the last 29 years I have practiced before Texas trial and appellate courts, and before that I 
had the opportunity to observe the judicial process from inside the courts for nine years as the 
first chief staff attorney for the Houston First Court of Appeals.  There is no more critical 
component in the administration of justice than our judges and justices and there is no more 
critical task than ensuring that we have the best method to selecting them. 

Again, thank you. 

Sincerely, 

 

Lynne Liberato 

cc: James Wester 
Trey Apffel 













Nominations for SBOT Judicial Selection Commission Appointment  

Notes for presentation: 

HB 3040 

The Legislature passed HB 3040 to provide for an interim study by the Texas Commission on 
Judicial Selection regarding the method by which certain trial and appellate judges are selected: 

The Commission consists of 15 members: 

4 appointed by the Governor 
4 appointed by the Lt. Governor (with certain directions) 
4 appointed by the Speaker of the House (with certain directions) 
1 appointed by the Chief Justice of the Texas Supreme Court 
1 appointed by the Presiding Judge of the Texas Court of Criminal Appeals 
1 appointed by the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas 
 

The Commission’s charge is to submit to the Governor and Legislature no later than December 
21, 2020 a report of their findings and recommendations for the method or methods for 
selecting for office judges that ensure a fair, impartial, qualified, competent, and stable 
judiciary, including recommendations for any necessary specific constitutional and statutory 
changes. 

Criteria 
 
Based upon the others chosen to make appointments, the Committee felt that the Legislature 
was looking to the State Bar to appoint a practicing attorney, not a judge.  To assist the 
Administration Committee, it developed some broad criteria as guidance in considering 
potential practicing attorneys as appointees: 

1. Must be a member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas who has practiced for over 
ten (10) consecutive years preceding their selection in any type of court setting, or who 
has other demonstrated expertise regarding the judicial system in Texas; 

2. Must not currently be active on the issue of judicial selection in Texas; and 
3. Must not currently be serving in any official judicial capacity. 

[2 Directors were nominated, however, the Committee felt it should be someone outside the 
Board of Directors] 

Summary and Recommendation 

We received 15 nominations and choosing one was difficult task.  We had several nominees 
more than qualified to serve and the State Bar would be well represented by any one of them.  
The Committee was tasked with choosing only ONE name.   



After discussion and consideration, the Committee is pleased to recommend Lynne Liberato as 
our recommendation to this Board for the State Bar’s Appointee to the Judicial Selection 
Commission.   

Lynne’s resume and letter are included in your materials.  I hope everyone has had a chance to 
review  those. 

Chair Alexander – The Administration Committee is pleased to recommend Lynne Liberato to 
this Board as the State Bar’s appointee to the Texas Commission on Judicial Selection.  

[Note -does not need a second since a recommendation from a Committee] 

 

Following is the list of nominees, if needed: 

1. Paul Yetter – nominated by Judge Randy Clapp - 7/29/19 
2. Neil D. Kelly – nominated by Jarrod Foerster – 7/29/19 
3. Yolanda Cortes Mares – self nominated District 8 Director and called first - 7/29/19 
4. Judge Martin Hoffman - nominated by Director Jason Smith and Director Michael Hurst 

– 7/29/19 
5.  Marcy Greer – nominated by Adam Schramek – 7/31/19 
6. Jody Johnson – nominated by Kathryn Murphy – 8/1/19 
7. Ryan Dry – nominated by Victor Flores – 8/2/19 
8. Inger Candler – nominated by Kate Bihm and David Sergi – 8/5/19 
9. Beau Sinclair – nominated by Christina Davis – 8/7/19 

a. highest ethical standards.   
10.  Bill Jones – nominated and by James Wester – 8/7/19 (nomination withdrawn) 
11. Lynne Liberato – name was mentioned as a possibility – nominated by Randy Sorrels – 

8-13-19 
12. Martha Dickie - name was mentioned as a possibility – added by James Wester 
13. Michael C. Smith – nominated by Judge Xavier Rodriguez – 8/14/19 
14. Kim Askew – nominated by Jerry Alexander – 8/15/19 
15. Joe Escobedo, Jr. – nominated by Luis Cardenas and Deborah Cordova – 8/16/19 
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