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From: Royal Furgeson
To: Joe Longley; ; ; ; trey.apfell@texasbar.com
Subject: US Supreme Court Ruling in Janus Case
Date: Friday, December 14, 2018 5:52:53 PM

Dear Friends:

I wasn't sure who to write, so I am writing all of you.

First, thanks for your work for the lawyers of Texas.  It matters. I appreciate your stewardship
and the stewardship of those who have come before you.

Second, I am a big believer in the unified, organized bar and have become concerned that our
own Texas Bar may soon face a stiff challenge to our present structure, in light of the Janus
case that was recently handed down by the US Supreme Court.  Its ramifications are unclear,
but it may foreshadow significant difficulties ahead for us as an organization. I urge you to
analyze the case and our bar structure to determine if we need to get ahead of the curve, to be
proactive in our planning, so that we are ready for whatever comes.

Third, and to that end, I respectfully recommend that you commission our General Counsel
Ross Fischer to undertake all steps necessary to provide legal advice to you about how to get
the State Bar ready for all eventualities that might flow from possible changes in the law in
this area, to include (1) submitting amicus briefs to lower courts and (2) possibly re-
structuring certain impacted portions of our organization.  

I hope that you do not view my suggestion as presumptuous.  You may already be ahead of me
on this issue, and if so, I am grateful. You may have also decide to proceed in another way.
Regardless, I see this as an important looming challenge for us and look forward to your
response.

With best wishes,

Royal
  
Judge (Ret) Royal Furgeson
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LUIS M. CARDENAS 

ESCOBEDO & CARDENAS, LLP 
1602 Dulcinea 

Edinburg, Texas 78539 
Telephone: (956) 630-2222 

Fax: (956)630-2223 
 

Website: www.escobedocardenas.com 
 

PROFESSIONAL 
Partner – Escobedo & Cardenas, L.L.P.  

 
 Areas of Practice 

Commercial, corporate and fiduciary litigation, Tort litigation, Real Estate litigation, 
Eminent Domain litigation 

 
 Certifications and Ratings 

AV-Rated Martindale Hubbell 
Board Certified by Texas Board of Legal Specialization in Personal Injury Trial Law 

 
Committees and Memberships 
State Bar of Texas Pattern Jury Charge Committee: Malpractice, Premises and Products 
State Bar of Texas Pattern Jury Charge Committee: Business, Consumer, Insurance and 

Employment 
American Board of Trial Advocates (ABOTA) – President Elect 
Hidalgo County Bar Association – President 
The National Association of Minority and Women Owned Law Firms (NAMWOLF) 

 
 Admitted 

Supreme Court of Texas 
U.S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit 
United States District Court Southern District of Texas 
United States District Court Northern District of Texas 

 
EDUCATION 

University of Houston Law Center, J.D., 1997 
University of Texas at Austin, B.A., 1993 
 

 
AREAS OF PRACTICE 

Represent businesses and shareholders in corporate and fiduciary litigation  
Represent insurance companies in third-party defense matters 
Represent bank clients in depositor, debtor and trust client matters 
Represent corporate clients in first-party tort defense litigation 
Represent Hidalgo County Regional Mobility Authority and municipalities in Eminent 
Domain litigation 
Represent municipalities in annexation disputes, including conducting annexation 
litigation against other municipalities and advise on future annexation growth strategies. 
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PUBLICATIONS/PRESENTATIONS 

Eminent Domain Damages, State Bar of Texas, Damages in Civil Litigation – Dallas 
2016 
Law of Eminent Domain, Hidalgo County Bar Association, Civil Trial Law Course – 
McAllen 2016 
Product Liability Update – Hidalgo County Civil Trial Law Course 2014 
Premises Liability, Hidalgo County Bar Association 2014 
Supreme Court Update, Hidalgo County Young Lawyers Association 2013 
Paid or Incurred, State Bar of Texas CLE 2013 
Supreme Court Update, 5th Administrative Judicial Region Judicial Conference 2012 
 

 
REPRESENTATIVE CLIENTS 
AT&T, Cricket Wireless, JPMorgan Chase, BBVA Compass, Texas Regional Bank, Carfax, 
American Millennium Insurance Company, Hidalgo County Regional Mobility Authority, City of 
Edinburg, City of La Joya, Republic Waste Services, ServPro Restoration Services 
 
 
OTHER 
Bilingual – Spanish  
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