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December 12, 2018 

Via E-Mail:  laura.gibson@dentons.com 
Ms. Laura Gibson 
Dentons 
1221 McKinney Street, Suite 1900 
Houston, Texas 77057 

Re: Nomination for Chair of the Board of Directors 

Dear Ms. Gibson: 

I am seeking the nomination for the position of Chair of the State Bar of Texas for the 
2019-2020 term.  Pursuant to Section 1.11.03 of the State Bar Board Policy Manual, I believe the 
following statement will be informative to the Board in its selection as Chair. 

I am now in my fifth year of service to the State Bar, having served as a Section 
Representative from 2013-2016 and now as the Director for District 12.  I was encouraged to run 
for Section Representative by my council members on the Women and the Law Section.  At 8 
months pregnant and one week after my mother passed away I was sworn into my first term at the 
Hilton Anatole in Dallas.  I will never forget the feelings I had that weekend as I walked through 
the enormous halls of the hotel in honest sorrow over my mother but in excited anticipation of 
meeting my third child.  And in addition, walking into my very first board meeting for the Texas 
State Bar was as if someone had just opened a curtain to a world unknown.  I had no idea what I 
had gotten myself into, what was expected of me or what was even going on behind that curtain. 
But, I knew one thing-I was curious. 

In my time on the Board I have seen many people come and go and many stay in some 
capacity.  But with everyone I have encountered, I have seen a passion and a drive to make things 
better.  I have been amazed with the time contributions, the array of gifts and talents of so many 
and it has challenged me to learn and do more.  In many ways, the State Bar has become part of 
my family and I feel an obligation to grow it, protect it, and strengthen it.  I recognize our Bar has 
weaknesses, but it also has many strengths.  I have been consistently humbled by Texas attorneys 
and their willingness to help the public and each other.  Never when I joined this Board did a 
understand the significant time so many Texas lawyers spend on educating the public, providing 
access to justice, and teaching other attorneys.  My curiosity has turned into drive. 
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The mission of the State Bar of Texas as outlined in the Strategic Plan is to support the 
administration of the legal system, assure all citizens equal access to justice, foster high standards 
of ethical conduct for lawyers, enable its members to better serve their clients and the public, 
educate the public about the rule of law, and promote diversity in the administration of justice and 
the practice of law.  I believe I can help Mr. Sorrels  and the Bar foster these missions.  Especially 
in the area I reside, assuring all citizens have equal access to justice is a large feat.  We have so 
many needs with family issues, immigration problems and veteran affairs.  I see this part of the 
strategic plan as one of the most important.  Spreading the word to the public in the sometimes-
forgotten areas shows the strength this Bar can have.  Supporting the administration of the legal 
system I believe is also just as important.  Our members need to know that no matter where they 
are, the State Bar is here and present.  This is not a group of insiders but a group who wants to 
reach out to all.  Supporting all members through CLE, substance abuse support and merely being 
seen across the State nullifies the “insider” stigma. 

 
As a young attorney at Fulbright and Jaworski in Houston, I was involved in the TADC 

Young Lawyer’s Association as a council member and was active in the Houston Bar 
Association’s Marriage Pro Bono efforts.  Once I moved to South Texas, I became an active 
member of the Cameron County Young Lawyer’s Association and was one of the very first 
Cameron County Lawyers to attend the Bar Leader’s Conference and actually seek a grant, (which 
was awarded!).  I continued onto the Cameron County Bar as a Director and then became a council 
member on the Women and the Law Section and ultimately the Chair.  I have a heart for service. 
 

While I may have to study up on Robert’s Rules and look to Mr. Sorrels, Mr. Longley, Ms. 
Gibson and others for guidance in State Bar management and other areas, I believe that my zeal 
and passion for this Bar can bring life and enthusiasm to a place that has been under attack.  I also 
believe that I can motivate law students, newly licensed young lawyers and lawyers from smaller 
communities to become more active in the Bar.  Their involvement is something I believe we are 
lacking.   

 
Moreover, with my experience practicing in South Texas sometimes our attorneys feel far 

away from the “Big Bar” and less inclined to be involved.  I want to help Mr. Sorrels spread the 
word that the Bar is here for all of us and the public, whether in Raymondville or Houston.  I want 
attorneys around the State to see what the Bar offers and that it doesn’t matter where you practice, 
you can have all the benefits there are to offer, and you can also lead if you choose to do so.   

 
Actions express priorities.  The Texas State Bar is my priority which is why I wanted to 

take this action and run for Chair.  I ask that you please consider me for nomination as the State 
Bar Chair for the 2019-2020 term. 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Alison W. Colvin 
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 A L I S O N  W .  C O L V I N
EDUCATION 

  UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA COLLEGE OF LAW, Norman, OK  
    Juris Doctorate, May 2003 
  Licensed in the State of Texas, Nov. 2003  
  Activities: 

 ABA Mock Trial Team 
  National Mock Trial Team 
   Pepperdine Entertainment Law Moot Court Team  
   National Moot Court Team  
   Organization for the Advancement of Women in the Law 
  University of Oklahoma Dean’s Council 

   Honors:  Lew Wentz Merit Scholar 
 Dean’s Scholar  
  Order of the Barristers 

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY, Syracuse, NY 
  B.F.A. Theatre, May 1998 
   Activities:  Alpha Xi Delta-President 

 Alpha Xi Delta-Executive Officer 
  Alpha Xi Delta-Pledge Class President 
  Syracuse University Drama Club-President 

 Honors:   Dean’s Scholar 

EXPERIENCE 
Oct. 2009 – present COLVIN, SAENZ, RODRIGUEZ, & KENNAMER L.L.P. Brownsville, TX 

Partner- Personal Injury, Products Liability, Commercial Litigation 
Oct. 2006 – March 2009 RODRIGUEZ & NICOLAS, L.L.P.  Brownsville, TX 

Associate- Personal Injury, Products Liability, Commercial Litigation 
Sept. 2003 – Oct. 2006 FULBRIGHT & JAWORSKI, L.L.P.  Houston, TX 

     Associate- Medical malpractice, products liability and general litigation 

POSITIONS AND RECOGNITIONS 
June 2017-present DISTRICT 12 DIRECTOR STATE BAR TEXAS 
June 2013-June 2016 SECTION REPRESENTATIVE OF THE STATE BAR TEXAS 
June 2012-June 2013 CHAIR, WOMEN AND THE LAW SECTION 
June 2008-June 2012 COUNCIL MEMBER, WOMEN AND THE LAW SECTION 
2011-2012 DIRECTOR, CAMERON COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
2008-2011 COUNCIL, CAMERON COUNTY YOUNG LAWYER’S ASSOCATION 
2004-2008 COUNCIL, TADC YOUNG LAWYER’S COMMITTEE 
*** 
2012-2104 TEXAS RISING STARS 
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