














Law Focused Education, Inc.  

 
 

Amie Peace 
Coffey & Peace 
513 W. Oak St. 
Denton, TX  76201 

 
 

Re: Request for Permission to File Summerlee Foundation Grant Application  
 

Dear Ms. Peace:   
 

Law Focused Education, Inc. would like to request permission to file a grant application with the 
Summerlee Foundation for the Texas History Curriculum Differentiation Project.  We are submitting this 
request so that Law Focused Education, Inc. and the Summerlee Foundation can partner to differentiate 
content to be used with elementary and secondary students.   

 
1.  Name of the program, project, committee, or section seeking funds.  
 
 Project Name:  Texas History Curriculum Differentiation Project 
 

Requesting Committee/Section: Law Focused Education, Inc. and the  
Law-Related Education Department 

 
2.  Name and position of the individual making the request; if a committee or section, then 

a statement should be included advising whether the project was endorsed by a majority 
of the committee or section.  

 
Jan Miller, Director of Law-Related Education 

 
3.  Description of the project and the time frame for its implementation and conclusion.  
 

We are requesting $10,000 to create professional audio files of the Law-Related Education 
Texas History biography and event cards as well as providing teacher outreach and resources.  

 
Law-Related Education has created resource cards to be used in 4th and 7th grade classrooms 
to support the teaching and learning of Texas History.  This grant will provide for the creation of 
an individual audio file for each card that will allow students to have the content of the card read 
to them. This will be achieved by giving each file a separate QR code that can be copied on the 
back of each biography and event card. Students can then use their phones or iPads to scan 
the code and the text of the card will be read orally to the student.  

 
The resource cards include event cards and biography cards.  Both are based on the Texas 
Essential Knowledge and Skills(TEKS) for 4th and 7th grade Texas History.  The event cards 
explain the background and significance of selected events in Texas History. Each event card 



includes a timeline that helps students place the event in chronological order and a flag that 
provides context for student understanding of the development of Texas.   The biography cards 
include the significance and an image related to historical figures that were significant to Texas. 

 
Teachers and curriculum supervisors have expressed concern that some students in Texas 
struggle with being able to fully access the content. Utilizing technology provides an opportunity 
to make learning accessible for all learners including students with special needs, English 
language learners, and students that are visually impaired.  The grant request would also cover 
the cost of printing a set of cards for each teacher who attends a training.  

 
In addition to the audio resources, teachers attending training will learn how to engage students 
as they explore the structures and functions of the Texas Government and examine the history 
of Texas. Exploring various eras of the history of Texas will allow teachers to discuss the impact 
of Texas government policy from a historical perspective as well as its impact on present day 
Texas. An analysis of the Texas and U.S. founding documents will examine the guarantees of 
individual freedom. 

 
Our intended outcome is that they will actively use the lessons and students will have the 
opportunity to engage in more critical thinking which will lead to increased awareness of civic 
responsibility. 

  
4. Statement of whether funds from outside sources have been previously solicited for the 

project and the result of that solicitation.  
 

No funds or outside sources have been previously solicited for this project.  
 
5.  Detailed budget of expenses.  
 

Project Budget: 

Card Audio File Development $7,358 

Creation of 283 audio files - March through August, 2020 with a goal of the cards being ready 
for teachers to use in the 2020-2021 school year. 

7th grade event cards- 128 cards 
4th grade event cards-   40 cards 
7th grade bio cards-       63 cards 
4th grade bio cards-       52 cards 
Total cards = 283 cards x $26 per card (estimate) = 7,358  

 

Teacher Resources $2,642 

 Printing a set of cards for each teacher who attends training.  
 
 Requested Amount Total $10,000 
 

 
6.  Disclosure of all sources of funding for the project.  

At this time, funding will come solely from funds that might be received from the Summerlee 
Foundation.  
 

 
 



7.  Statement of whether or not matching funds will be expected from the State Bar.  
Matching funds are not expected from the State Bar.  

 
8.  Statement of whether or not the project meets a particular need of the State Bar.  

This project helps fulfill the State Bar of Texas mission statement by differentiating content to be 
used with elementary and secondary students to foster an understanding of the rule of law and 
our state’s system of government.  The specifics of this grant also assist our efforts to serve an 
under-served population.  Non-English-speaking students will benefit from being able to hear 
the text as they follow the print.  Research indicates this particular combination is very powerful 
for helping them learn content. 

 
9.  Does the project meet a critical need of the State Bar?  

Yes, this project helps the State Bar meet the goal of its mission statement, referenced above, 
which embodies the essence of our State Bar’s existence.  

 
10.  Are there other State Bar programs currently providing or implementing a similar project 

or service?  
No.   

 
11.  Can any portion of the funds being requested be deferred to the next budget year?  

No 
 
12.  Identification of the target group that will benefit from the grant.  
 4th and 7th grade Texas History teachers. 
  
13.  Confirmation that a copy of the completed application has been forwarded to the 

Executive Director.  
 

Executive Director, Trey Apffel, is copied on this letter.  
 
A copy of the Summerlee Foundation Application will be forwarded to Mr. Apffel as well.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this request. Please do reach out and contact me 
with any questions about this project or this request.   

 
Respectfully,  
 
        

 
 
Jan Miller, Director 
Law-Related Education 
 
 
 
cc:  Trey Apffel (via e-mail)  

Ray Cantu (via e-mail)  
KaLyn Laney (via e-mail)  
Daniel Hu, Law Focused Education, Inc. (via e-mail) 
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