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DRAFT
OFFICIAL MINUTES
STATE BAR OF TEXAS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

JW Marriott- Lone Star Ballroom D

110 E. 2" Street

Austin, TX 78701
Wednesday, June 12, 2019 — 1:00pm

The Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas met in a regular session on June 12, 2019, at the JW Marriott in Austin,
TX. Chair Laura Gibson called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm, and Executive Director Trey Apffel called the roll. A
guorum of voting Board members was present. Director Jeff Chandler delivered the invocation, and Director Chris Oddo
led the pledges to the United States and Texas flags.

Present:

Board Members: Jerry Alexander, Immediate Past Chair Rehan Alimohammad, Jeff Allison, Christy Amuny, Jeff
Chandler, Alison Colvin, Derek Cook, Rob Crain, Leslie Dippel, Michael Dokupil, Estrella Escobar, TYLA President-
elect Victor Flores, Jarrod Foerster, Chair Laura Gibson, Charlie Ginn, Shari Goldsberry, Marc Gravely, August Harris,
Angelica Hernandez, Wendy-Adele Humphrey, Sarah Keathley, Neil Kelly, David Kent, President Joe K. Longley, Aldo
Lopez, Bob McKnight, Rudy Metayer, Steve Naylor, Chris Oddo, Amie Peace, TYLA President Sally Pretorius, Curtis
Pritchard, TYLA Immediate Past President Baili Rhodes, Lisa Richardson, Fidel Rodriguez, Carmen Roe, Greg
Sampson, Alan Sims, Dinesh Singhal, President-elect Randy Sorrels, Immediate Past President Tom Vick, Brad Weber,
Amy Welborn, James Wester, and James Woo.

Liaisons*: Judge Randy Clapp, Judge Barbara Hervey, Justice Debra Lehrmann, and Judge Karen Gren Scholer

Section Representatives*: Erich Birch, Wendy Burgower, Judge Elizabeth Copeland, Shelby Jean, Matthew Kolodoski,
and Emily Miller

Excused Absences: Judge Linda Thomas (* denotes nonvoting)

CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS:
ClL APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

(Minutes Tab)  Approval of minutes of Board meetings conducted on April 26, 2019
C2. ITEMS FROM THE 2019-20 PRESIDENT:

Approval of appointments to the following entities:

A. Section Representatives to the Board Committee, for three-year terms effective Annual Meeting
2019 through Annual Meeting 2022:

Deborah L. Cordova (McAllen) Medium-Sized Section
Kathryn J. Murphy (Plano) Large-Sized Section

For a one-year term effective Annual Meeting 2019 through Annual Meeting 2020:

Emily Miller (Brownwood), Chair
Shelby Jean (Fort Worth), Vice-Chair

B. Texas Bar College, for three-year terms effective June 1, 2019, through May 31, 2022:

Arnold Aguilar (Brownsville)
Dylan Drummond (Dallas)
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Sarah Dysart (San Antonio)

Hon. George C. Hanks Jr. (Galveston)
Roland K. Johnson (Fort Worth)
Laura Prather (Austin)

Hon. Steve Smith, Bryan

C. Texas Access to Justice Commission, for three-year terms effective June 1, 2019, through May 31,
2022:

Lisa Hobbs (Austin)
Richard LaVallo (Austin)

D. Texas Access to Justice Foundation, for three-year terms effective September 1, 2019, through
August 31, 2022:

Kay Sim (Houston)
Terry Tottenham (Austin)

E. Texas Bar Foundation Board of Trustees, Board Liaison, for a one year term effective June 1,
2019, through May 31, 2020:

James Woo (San Antonio)

F. Texas Board of Legal Specialization, for three-year terms effective July 1, 2019, through June 30,
2022:

Frank Carroll (Dallas)
Amy Dashiell (Austin)
Grant Scheiner (Houston)
Brian Webb (Dallas)

G. Approval of appointments to the following standing committees (per State Bar Rules, Art. VI,
Section 1B):

For three-year terms effective on the adjournment of Annual Meeting 2019 through the adjournment
of Annual Meeting 2022:

Administration of Rules of Evidence
Hon. Charles Michael Davis (Palestine)

Texas Bar Journal Board of Editors
Santos Vargas (San Antonio)

Diversity in the Profession
Chris Kirby (Austin)

Legal Services to the Poor in Civil Matters
Farha Ahmed (Sugarland)

Pattern Jury Charges-Oversight
Hon. Robert K. Shaffer (Houston)

Professionalism
Al Harrison (Houston)
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Members Serving on Multiple Committees
Joey Gonzalez (San Antonio)
Al Harrison (Houston)

For a two-year term effective June 1, 2019, through the adjournment of Annual Meeting 2021:

Continuing Legal Education
Scott Rothenberg (Houston)

For one-year terms effective on the adjournment of Annual Meeting 2019 through the adjournment of
Annual Meeting 2020:

Texas Bar Journal Editorial Board
Britney Harrison - TYLA President-elect (Dallas)

Jury Service
Vice Chair: Stephen Nagle (Austin)
Advisory Member: Kaci Singer (Austin)

Cs. OTHER ITEMS:

A. Nominating Committee to Select ABA Delegates (Chair Laura Gibson)

Approval of appointment of SBOT delegates to the American Bar Association House of Delegates, for
two-year terms expiring at the adjournment of the 2021 ABA Annual Meeting:

Victor Flores (Plano)

Larry P. McDougal (Richmond)
Jay E. Ray (Plano)

Randall O. Sorrels (Houston)

I. REPORTS:

A. Presentations of Citations:
President Joe K. Longley presented resolutions to ProBar, Texas Civil Rights Project, Texas RioGrande Legal Aid,
Director Estrella Escobar, Director Greg Sampson, and Director Dinesh Sampson.

B. Remarks from the General Public:
Carlos Leon of Austin addressed the board regarding a dismissed grievance.

C. Report from the Executive Director:
Executive Director Trey Apffel reported on travels, meetings, and activities since the April 2019 meeting. Mr. Apffel
gave updates on open government and open communications, financial accountability, and member benefits and
services. He presented the staff excellence award to Linzy Hill of CDC. Mr. Apffel introduced outside counsel Tom
Leatherbury, who gave an update on Attorney General Opinion Request (RQ-0265-KP), Fleck v. Wetch, 585 U.S.
__(2018), and McDonald et al. v. Longley et al., 1:19-cv-00219, W.D. Tex. (2019). {TAB 2}

D. Report from the Chair:
Director Estrella Escobar made a motion to approve the minutes of the April 26, 2019, Board meeting and the
Consent Agenda Items. Director Rudy Metayer seconded. No discussion; motion carried. {CONSENT TAB}

Chair Laura Gibson thanked the Board and staff for their hard work during her term as chair. Chair Gibson reported
on her recent State Bar related travels and related that there were 15 district directors who made local State Bar
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presentations this year. She thanked the directors for taking the SBOT message to attorneys around the state. She
announced the recipient of the Outstanding Third-Year Director award, Director Angelica Hernandez, and presented
Director Estrella Escobar with the Public Member Award. Chair Gibson recognized TYLA Immediate Past President
Baili Rhodes and Immediate Past President Tom Vick.

E. Report from the President:
President Joe K. Longley reported on his recent State Bar related travels, meetings, changes to the president-elect
elections, and the general counsel evaluation. {TAB 2}

Closed Session: At 2:11 pm, the State Bar Board of Directors recessed the open meeting and reconvened in closed
session pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071 for the purpose of consulting with legal counsel on legal
matters, including the travel request by Laws Relating to Immigration and Nationality Committee and regarding
pending or contemplated litigation (Patricia Baskette v. Prudential Insurance Company and State Bar of Texas
Insurance Trust, 5-18-cv-01150-OLG, W.D. Tex. (2018); McDonald et al. v. Longley et al., 1:19-cv-00219, W.D.
Tex. (2019); and Rosalinda Solis v. Interra Sky 4801 Woodway, L.L.C (No. 2019-18261 in the District Court of Harris
County); and Section 551.074 to deliberate regarding personnel matter(s). With the exception of Board liaisons and
section representatives, all other individuals including non-essential staff and other guests excused themselves from
the closed session.

Open Session: At 2:23 pm, the open session of the State Bar Board of Directors meeting reconvened. During the
closed session, only matters relating to consultations with legal counsel concerning litigation and personnel matters
were discussed. No action was taken in closed session.

In open session, President Joe K. Longley, on behalf of the Executive Director Evaluation Subcommittee, made
a motion for approval of the compensation of Executive Director Trey Apffel to include a $15,000 one-time
payment. Seconded by Director Jeff Chandler. No discussion. Motion carried.

F. Report from the President-elect:
President-elect Randy Sorrels reported on his recent State Bar related travels, the 30 Member Benefits in 30 Short
Minutes presentation, an update on the Courthouse Access Badge Task Force, and the Social Media Engagement
Team. {TAB 3}

President-elect Sorrels made a motion for the Board to approve appointments to the State Bar of Texas Board
of Directors’ Social Media Engagement Team. Director Roe seconded. No discussion; motion carried.

President-elect Sorrels made a motion for the Board to approve continued authority for the Ad Hoc Submission
Committee and Litigation Subcommittee to make decisions regarding McDonald et al. v. Longley et al. and related
matters, as needed. Director Naylor seconded. No discussion; motion carried.

President-elect Sorrels made a motion for the Board to approve the creation of a working group on attorney
succession planning issues and resources, to make recommendations to the State Bar Board for
implementation. Director Wester seconded. No discussion; motion carried.

G. Report from the Immediate Past President:
Immediate Past President Tom Vick thanked the all the directors and public members, and encouraged the incoming
directors to keep their eyes on the mission statement.

H. Report from the Nominations and Elections Committee:
Immediate Past Chair Rehan Alimohammad reported that Larry McDougal of Richmond was elected President-elect
elect of the State Bar after an election between McDougal and Cezy Collins of El Paso. Mr Alimohammad reported
that in this election cycle, 10 new district directors were elected. {TAB 4}

I. Report from the Policy Manual Subcommittee:
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Director Estrella Escobar reported that there were five items for action regarding the Policy Manual: creation of the
“James E. Brill Award for Excellence in Succession Planning”; revisions to sections 9.04, 1.19.06, and 1.19.10; and
the creation of a new section 3.15. {TAB 5}

As chair of the Policy Manual Subcommittee, Director Estrella Escobar made a motion that the Board approve
the proposed revisions to the Policy Manual regarding the James E. Brill Award, Texas Bar Email Accounts
for directors, the Annual Meeting resolutions process, and international travel. Coming from a committee, no
second was needed. No discussion; motion carried.

Director Dinesh Singhal made a motion for a closed session

Closed Session: At 2:50 pm, the State Bar Board of Directors recessed the open meeting and reconvened in closed
session pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071 for the purpose of discussing legal advice given to the
board by our general counsel and other legal authority regarding the disqualification policy pending before the board.
With the exception of Board liaisons and section representatives, all other individuals including non-essential staff
and other guests excused themselves from the closed session.

Open Session: At 3:13 pm, the open session of the State Bar Board of Directors meeting reconvened. During the
closed session, only matters regarding legal advice concerning the policy being contemplated by the board were
discussed. were discussed. No action was taken in closed session.

As chair of the Policy Manual Subcommittee, Director Estrella Escobar made a motion that the board adopt
the proposed revision to the policy manual regarding disqualification from participation. Discussion ensued.
President Longley called for a point of order and asked for a roll call vote. No discussion; motion carried.

J.  Report from the Commission for Lawyer Discipline Chief Disciplinary Counsel Update:
Chief Disciplinary Counsel Seana Willing reported that the deputy disciplinary counsel position was filled by Royce
Lemoine. She also reported that the Supreme Court promulgated rules resulting from State Bar sunset legislation,
including the reinstatement of disciplinary investigatory hearings. Since those changes, 220 investigatory hearings
have been held. CDC Willing reported on discretionary referrals to CAAP, which has proven successful to resolve
attorney-client issues early in the disciplinary process. She also reported on resignations in lieu of discipline,
suspensions, public reprimands, private reprimands, and cases resolved through the grievance referral program. She
recognized outgoing Commission members John Neil, Bruce Ashworth, and VVance Goss. {TAB 6}

K. Audit & Finance Committee:
Director Jarrod Foerster reported on the State Bar financial reports, including a general review of financial
statements, and business expense reimbursement policies and procedures. {TAB 7}

On behalf of the Audit & Finance Committee, Director Foerster made a motion to approve the Internal
Audit Plan. Coming from a committee, no second was needed. No discussion; motion carried.

L. Report from the DCAAP Subcommittee:
Director Curtis Pritchard reported that there is a technical correction to make for the record from an item approved by
the board at the April board meeting. It was an item dealing with a proposed rule regarding clients with diminished
capacity. {TAB 8}

On behalf of the DCAAP Committee, Director Pritchard made a motion to approve the proposed amendments
relating to deletion of rule 1.02(g) and new proposed rule 1.16 of the Texas Disciplinary Rules of Professional
Conduct. Coming from a committee, no second was needed. No discussion; motion carried.

M. Report from the Client Security Fund Subcommittee:
Director Lisa Richardson reported that the subcommittee met on Thursday, June 12, and reviewed 21 cases, resulting
in a total disbursement of $116,080.80. The total paid out through the fund for the year was $650,146.
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N. Report from the Administration Committee: No report.

O. Report from the Performance Measures and Strategic Planning Subcommittee:
Director Fidel Rodriguez reported that the subcommittee completed the required biannual update to the State
Bar performance measures and thanked his committee members for their service.

Director Fidel Rodriguez made a motion to approve the proposed updates to the State Bar of Texas
performance measures. Coming from a committee, no second was needed. No discussion; motion
carried.

P. Report from Insurance Member Benefits Subcommittee:
Director Greg Sampson gave an update on the Texas Bar Private Insurance Exchange and non-insurance
member benefits. He reported that the subcommittee has been working on a succession planning project.
{TAB 9}

On behalf of the Insurance member Benefits Subcommittee, Director Greg Sampson made a motion that the
Board approve sending a resolution requesting the Supreme Court of Texas to consider a new comment to Part
X111 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure. Coming from a committee, no second was needed. No
discussion; motion carried.

On behalf of the Insurance member Benefits Subcommittee, Director Greg Sampson made a motion that the
Board select James E. Brill as the first recipient of that James E. Brill Award for Excellence in Succession
Planning. Coming from a committee, no second was needed. No discussion; motion carried.

Q. Report from the Appeals Grant Subcommittee: No report.

R. Report from the New Directors Orientation Subcommittee:
Director Alison Colvin reported that the new directors orientation went well that morning and she thanked the NDO
committee.

S. Report from the Professional Development Subcommittee:
Director Sarah Keathley reported that as of April 30, TexasBarCLE is 3% above projected net revenue with strong
showings in online CLE, sponsorships, and royalties. She reported that the Supreme Court of Texas recently amended
the comment to Disciplinary Rule 1.01 to reflect that remaining proficient and competent in the practice of law
includes knowledge of the benefits and risks associated with technology. Director Keathley reported that
TexasBarCLE rolled out a new program called Flash CLE Silver, that TexasBarBooks has launched the Texas Probate
System Online, and that new editions of the Texas Civil Pattern Jury Charges volumes covering business law, and oil
and gas law were released.

T. Report from the Technology Subcommittee:
Director Brad Weber reported that the Advertising Review Department and IT staff have completed testing of the
back-office system and work has begun on the online web portal for the system. He also reported that telephones have
been replaced at the regional offices, that staff desktop computers have been replaces, and that the annual State Bar
staff training for PCI, HIPAA, Privacy, and Security has been completed.

U. Report from the Legislative Subcommittee: No report.

V. Report from the Affordable Legal Services: No report.

W. Report from the Section Representatives: No report.

X. Texas Young Lawyers Association:
TYLA President Sally Pretorius reported on various TYLA projects and activities, including: Paper Chase
Competition, National Trial Competition, Shero Podcast, Diversity Tool Kit, Proud to be an American, Child
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Advocacy Coloring Book, Bookshelves in Courtrooms, 25 Podcasts, Future of Legal Practice, 4-D Court Guide,
Texas Housing Guide, ABA Western Summit — creating a podcast on a shoestring. She also said that TYLA
approved some revised by-laws that will be presented at Annual Meeting 2019.

Y. Report from the Supreme Court:
Justice Debra Lehrmann reported that the Court was clearing its docket by the end of June, that the Court appointed a
new public member to the board, and that the SBOT budget is up for consideration and approval. Justice Lehrmann
reported that the legislature passed a number of bills that require the Court to invoke its rulemaking authority and
that the Court approved the format of the Texas Law component of the uniform bar exam.

Z. Report from the Court of Criminal Appeals:
Judge Barbara Hervey thanked the board members for their service and continued support. Judge Hervey introduced
her replacement, Judge Bert Richardson from San Antonio. Judge Hervey reported that the Court of Criminal Appeals
will judge the finals of the moot court competition and thanked TYLA for all of their hard work. She reported that she
will be attending the National Alliance for Mental IlIness in Seattle to represent Texas.

AA. Federal Judicial Liaison:
Judge Karen Gren Scholer reported on recent federal judge confirmations, recent nominations, and nominees still
waiting for confirmation.

BB. Judicial Section Liaison:
Judge Randy Clapp gave an update on newly elected judges and a pay raise for judges. The new bill that has passed
both in the senate and the House does not raise the base pay of a state judge but will give judges a raise after four
years. Judge Clapp thanked the board and reported that the judicial section has nominated Judge Gina Benavides to
serve as chair.

Closed Session: At 4:24 pm, the State Bar Board of Directors recessed the open meeting and reconvened in closed
session pursuant to Texas Government Code Section 551.071 for the purpose of consulting with legal counsel on legal
matters, including the legal implications of a travel request by the Laws Relating to Immigration and Nationality
Committee and regarding pending or contemplated litigation (Patricia Baskette v. Prudential Insurance Company and
State Bar of Texas Insurance Trust, 5-18-cv-01150-OLG, W.D. Tex. (2018); McDonald et al. v. Longley et al., 1:19-
cv-00219, W.D. Tex. (2019); and Rosalinda Solis v. Interra Sky 4801 Woodway, L.L.C (No. 2019-18261 in the
District Court of Harris County); and Section 551.074 to deliberate regarding personnel matter(s). With the exception
of Board liaisons and section representatives, all other individuals including non-essential staff and other guests
excused themselves from the closed session.

Open Session: At 4:40 pm, the open session of the State Bar Board of Directors meeting reconvened. During the
closed session, only matters relating to consultations with legal counsel concerning litigation, personnel matters, and
other confidential legal advice were discussed. No action was taken in closed session.

Director Steve Naylor moved for adjournment and Director Rudy Metayer seconded. There being no further
business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:44 pm.
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DRAFT
OFFICIAL MINUTES
STATE BAR OF TEXAS
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

JW Marriott- Lone Star Ballroom D
110 E. 2™ Street
Austin, TX 78701
Thursday, June 13, 2019 — 9:00am

The Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas met in a regular session on June 13, 2019, at the JW Marriott
in Austin. Outgoing Chair of the Board Laura Gibson called the meeting to order at 9:0 a.m., and Executive
Director Trey Apffel called the roll. A quorum of voting Board members was present. Jarrod Foerster led the
invocation and Victor Flores led the pledges to the U.S. and Texas flags.

Present:

Board Members: Chair Jerry Alexander, Jeff Allison, Andres Almanzan, Kate Bihm, Rebekah
Brooker, Luis Cardenas, Alison Colvin, Derek Cook, Rob Crain, Christina Davis, Alistair Dawson,
Leslie Dippel, Michael Dokupil, TYA President Victor Flores, Jarrod Foerster, Inmediate Past Chair
Laura Gibson*, Charlie Ginn, Shari Goldsberry, August Harris, TYLA President-elect Britney
Harrison, Wendy-Adele Humphrey, Michael Hurst, Neil Kelly, David Kent, Immediate Past President
Joe K. Longley, Aldo Lopez, Yolanda Cortes Mares, President-elect Larry McDougal, Bob McKnight,
Steve Naylor, Amie Peace, TYLA Immediate Past President Sally Pretorius, Carmen Roe, Adam
Schramek, David Sergi, Alan Sims, Dinesh Singhal, Jason Smith, President Randy Sorrels, Diane St.
Yves, Santos Vargas, Michael Vasquez, Nicole Voyles, Amy Welborn, James Wester and James Woo.

Liaisons*: Justice Debra Lehrmann, Judge Bert Richardson, and Judge Xavier Rodriguez

Section Representatives*: Deborah Cordova, Judge Elizabeth Copeland, Shelby Jean, Matthew Kolodoski,
Emily Miller and Kathryn Murphy

Excused Absences: Judge Randy Clapp*, Marc Gravely, Judge Linda Thomas*
(* = nonvoting)

A. Presentations and Swearing-In of New Officers and Directors: Outgoing Chair of the Board Laura Gibson
thanked Trey Apffel, the Board, and all SBOT staff for all the work that they have done over the past year.
Justice Debra Lehrmann administered the oath of office to incoming Chair Jerry Alexander. Chair
Alexander discussed the Board committees and Section/Standing Committee liaison assignments.
Outgoing Chair Gibson then presented incoming Chair Alexander with the chair’s gavel.

Justice Lehrmann then administered the oath of office to incoming President-elect Larry McDougal, and Mr.
McDougal made brief remarks. Chair Alexander called all the incoming directors, liaisons, and section
representatives of the board to come forward, and Justice Lehrmann administered the oath of office en masse.

Chair Alexander thanked outgoing President Joe K. Longley for the work he has done and his service to the
lawyers of Texas over the past year.

B. Presentation to Incoming President: Incoming President Randy Sorrels addressed the board and discussed
upcoming initiatives for the board and for State Bar staff.
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. Texas Access to Justice Commission: Trish McAllister, gave an update on Access to Justice efforts in
Texas, sponsorship of the upcoming ATJ Gala, the New Opportunities Volunteer Attorney Pro Bono
Program, and ongoing legal aid efforts.

. Report from the Executive Director: Executive Director Trey Apftel thanked outgoing President Joe K.
Longley for all his service over the past year.

Legal Counsel: John Sirman had no report.

Texas Young Lawyers Association: TYLA Incoming President Victor Flores thanked the Board and staff
and reported on various TYLA projects for the upcoming year.

Director Steve Naylor moved for adjournment and Director August Harris seconded. There being
no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 4:44 pm.
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AMENDED BY-LAWS

Section 3.4 Term of Office for Officers. Each year the Voting members at the
Annual Meeting will elect a Chair-elect. The following year, that Chair-elect will
move into the Chair position and the VVoting members will elect a new Chair-elect.
The Chair will serve for one year. The Vice-Presidents for the Claimant’s section.
Employer/Insurance Carrier’s section, Administrative Law Judge/Government
Employee section, Secretary, and Treasure shall be nominated and elected at an
Annual Meeting of this Section in the manner hereinafter provided, to hold office
for a two-year term beginning at the close of the Annual Meeting of this Section at
which they shall have been elected, and ending at the close of the second
succeeding Annual Meeting of this Section after such election and until their
successors shall have been elected and qualify. No elected chair may serve
consecutive terms. Elected vice presidents, secretary, and treasurer may serve no
more than two consecutive terms.

Section 9.4 Amendment of Bylaws. These Bylaws may be amended at any
meeting of the Section by a majority vote of the Voting Members present and
voting, provided that any proposed amendment is first approved by a majority of
the Council and notice of the proposed amendment has been provided to all VVoting
Members at least 30 days prior to the meeting at which the amendment will be
considered. The 30-day notice may be waived by agreement of a majority of the
voting members present at the Annual Meeting. No amendment will become
effective until approved by the State Bar Board of Directors in accordance with the
then current State Bar policies and procedures.




BYLAWS OF THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION SECTION
OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS AS AMENDED THROUGH (DATE)

ARTICLE I
NAME AND PURPOSE

Section 1.1 Name. This Section shall be known as the Workers’ Compensation
Law Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 1.2 Purpose. The purpose of this Section shall be to (1) promote the study
of Workers’ Compensation law, (2) study and report on laws and decisions as they
may affect the rights of parties in the workers’ compensation process, (3) provide a
forum for members of the profession interested in Workers” Compensation law,
and (4) for attorneys representing injured workers, employers, and insurance
companies to carry out the intended purpose of the Workers’ Compensation laws
of the state of Texas.

ARTICLE I
MEMBERSHIP

Section 2.1 Voting Members. VVoting Members of the Section are those licensed
Texas attorneys who are members in good standing of the State Bar, have joined
the Section and are current in the payment of their Section dues. Only Voting
Members may vote in Section elections and on matters coming before the Section
members for action.

2.2 Section Dues. Each member of the Section shall pay annual Section dues in
the amount established from time to time by the Section Council and approved by
the State Bar Board of Directors. Section dues shall be due and payable on or
before June 1 of each year.

2.3 Termination of Membership. On the occurrence of any of the following, a
Section member shall immediately cease to be a member of the Section without
any further action required:

a. any member who is six months or more delinquent on payment of Section
dues;

b. any Voting Member who ceases to be a member in good standing of the
State Bar of Texas;



C. any Associate Member who is found by a majority vote of the Council to
have represented himself or herself as a member of the State Bar or as a member
licensed by the State Bar or who ceases to be a member in good standing in his or
her respective legal jurisdiction/organization.

ARTICLE I
OFFICERS AND COUNCIL

Section 3.1 Designation of Officers. The Officers of this Section shall be the
following:

I a Chair;
i.  aChair Elect;
ii.  a Vice-President — Claimant Workers” Compensation attorney;

Iv.  a Vice-President — Employer/Insurance Carrier Workers’ Compensation
attorney;

V. a Vice-President — Administrative Law Judge/Government Employee
attorney;

vi. a Secretary; and
vil. a Treasurer.

Section 3.2 Council. There shall be a Council which shall consist of the Officers of
the Section, together with nine other members to be elected as hereinafter
provided. There shall be three members from the Claimant’s Workers’
Compensation attorney section, three members from the Employer/Insurance
Carrier Workers’ Compensation attorney section and three members from the
Administrative Law Judge/Government Employee attorney section.

Section 3.3 Ex-Officio Members. The Immediate Past Chair shall be an ex-officio
non-voting member of the Council. The Chair shall have the right to appoint
additional ex-officio members to serve during the Chair’s term. Ex officio
members may serve on any committees, either as committee members or as a
committee chair.




Section 3.4 Term of Office for Officers. Each year the VVoting members at the
Annual Meeting will elect a Chair-elect. The following year, that Chair-elect will
move into the Chair position and the VVoting members will elect a new Chair-elect.
The Chair will serve for one year. The Vice-Presidents for the Claimant’s section.
Employer/Insurance Carrier’s section, Administrative Law Judge/Government
Employee section, Secretary, and Treasure shall be nominated and elected at an
Annual Meeting of this Section in the manner hereinafter provided, to hold office
for a two-year term beginning at the close of the Annual Meeting of this Section at
which they shall have been elected, and ending at the close of the second
succeeding Annual Meeting of this Section after such election and until their
successors shall have been elected and qualify. No elected chair may serve
consecutive terms. Elected vice presidents, secretary, and treasurer may serve no
more than two consecutive terms.

Section 3.5 Term of Office for Council Members. Elected Council members shall
serve three-year terms, commencing on the adjournment of the Section’s annual
meeting at which they are elected and ending on the adjournment of the third
Section’s annual meeting thereafter or, if later, when their successors have been
elected and have assumed office. Three elected Council members shall be elected
each year in accordance with the election provisions below. No elected Council
member may serve more than two consecutive three-year terms.

Section 3.6 Replacement of a Council Member. If the council member is no longer
a member of that section they were elected to serve, that section may replace that
council member to finish out that council member’s elected term. For example, if
an elected council member for the Claimant’s Workers’ Compensation attorney
section becomes an Administrative Law Judge or no longer includes claimant’s
workers’ compensation law as part of his or her practice, that council member will
relinquish that seat and the Claimant’s Workers” Compensation attorney section
will elect a new voting member to complete that council member’s elected term.

Section 3.7 Required Attendance: Filling of Vacancy. If any elected member of the
Council shall fail to attend two consecutive meetings of the Council without good
cause as determined by a majority of the Council, the office held by such member
shall be deemed automatically vacated unless otherwise decided by the majority of
the Council in its sole and absolute discretion, and the un-expired term shall be
filled by the Council. If, at the close of any term of office, a successor has not been
elected and qualified, then the term shall be extended until a successor shall have
been elected and qualified.




Section 3.8 Removal of Officers or Council Members. The Council may remove,
for cause and by a two-thirds vote, any Officer or Council member.

a. “Cause” for the purpose of recommending the removal of an Officer or
Council member shall include, but is not limited to:

(A) when an officer or Council member has two unexcused absences from
meetings of the Council thereof within any twelve-month period;

(B) when an officer or Council member neglects or breaches the duties for that
office;

(C) when a sanction has been imposed on a lawyer by the State Bar during the
term of service;

(D) when it is learned that an officer or Council member made a material
misrepresentation regarding his or her eligibility to serve;

(E) when it is learned that an officer or Council member is or has become
ineligible to serve;

(F) when an officer or Council member is charged with or indicted for a
misdemeanor involving theft, a felony, or a crime involving moral turpitude; or
(G) when an officer or Council member has become incapacitated or is unable to
fulfill the duties of committee membership.

b. A vote for removal of an Officer or Council member may be requested by
any Officer or Council Member. The requested vote will be placed on the agenda
of the next scheduled Council meeting or a special meeting of the Council may be
called. The special meeting will be scheduled no earlier than 20 days after the vote
Is requested and no later than 40 days after the vote is requested.

ARTICLE IV
NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL
MEMBERS

Section 4.1 Nomination. A nominating committee consisting of the Officers and
Council members may report a slate of proposed Council members and Officers to
this Section at each annual meeting at which a vacancy is to be filled. In addition,
nominations from the floor will be accepted.

Section 4.2 Election of Officers. Elections will be by simple majority of the voting
members and voting may be by written ballot, voice vote, or show of hands as the
Chair or Council deems appropriate.




a. Each year the Voting members at the Annual Meeting will elect a Chair-
elect. The following year, that Chair-elect will move into the Chair position and
the VVoting members will elect a new Chair-elect. The Chair will serve for one
year.

b. The positions of Chair and Chair-elect will rotate amongst the three sections.
For example, in Year One, the Chair shall be elected from the Claimant’s Workers’
Compensation attorney section and the Chair-elect shall be elected from the
Carrier’s Workers’ Compensation attorney section. In Year Two, the Chair shall
be the previously elected Chair-elect from the Carrier’s Workers® Compensation
section and the Chair-elect shall be from the Administrative Law
Judge/Government employee section. In Year Three, the Chair shall be the
previously elected Chair-elect from the Administrative Law Judge/Government
employee section and the Chair-elect shall be from the Claimant’s Workers’
Compensation attorney section. This rotation will continue after Year Three.

C. The position of Secretary will be elected by the voting members of all
sections combined and may come from any section.

d. The position of Treasurer will be elected by the voting members of all
sections combined and may come from any section but may not be from the same
section as the Chair in any given year. If the Treasurer and the Chair happen to be
from the same section in any given year, the voting members will vote on a new
Treasurer to come from one of the other two sections to finish out the term of the
replaced Treasurer.

Section 4.3 Election of Council Members. Elections will be by simple majority of
the voting members of the section and voting may be by written ballot or show of
hands as the section deems appropriate. The Vice-President — Claimant Workers’
Compensation attorney shall be elected by the majority of the members in
attendance at the meeting of the Claimant Workers’ Compensation Committee held
during the Annual Meeting of the Section. The Vice-President —
Employer/Insurance Carrier Workers’” Compensation attorney shall be elected the
majority of the members in attendance at the meeting of the Employer/Insurance
Carrier Workers’ Compensation Committee held during the Annual Meeting of the
Section. The Vice-President — Administrative Law Judge/Government Employee
attorney shall be elected the majority of the members in attendance at the meeting
of the Administrative Law Judge/Government Employee attorney Committee held
during the Annual Meeting of the Section. All other members of the Council shall




be elected by the majority of the members of the Section held in attendance at the
Annual Meeting of the Section.

Section 4.4 Eliqgibility to Serve as an Officer. To be eligible to serve as an officer,
a member must be a voting member of the Workers® Compensation section. A
member must be in active practice to serve as an Officer, and must be in good
standing with the State Bar of Texas. A member may not be retired to serve as an
Officer. To be eligible to serve as an officer, a member may not be actively
charged with or indicted for a misdemeanor involving theft, a felony, or a crime
involving moral turpitude at the time of the vote.

Section 4.5 Eligibility to Serve on Council. To be eligible to serve on the Council,
a member must be a voting member of the section he or she represents. A voting
member may only be a member of one section at any given meeting. For example,
to serve as a Council member of the Claimant’s attorney section, the member must
be a voting member of the Claimant’s attorney section. A member does not have
to be in active practice to serve on the Council, but must be in good standing with
the State Bar of Texas. A member may be retired to serve on the Council, but a
retired member must identify with the section they represent. For example, a
retired Administrative Law Judge may serve on the Council for the Administrative
Law Judge/Government Employee attorney section. To be eligible to serve on the
council, a member may not be actively charged with or indicted for a misdemeanor
involving theft, a felony, or a crime involving moral turpitude at the time of the
vote.

Section 4.6 VVacancies

a. Chair. In the event of the death, disability, resignation, removal, or
termination of Section membership of the Chair, the Chair-Elect shall perform the
duties of the Chair for the remainder of the Chair’s term or disability.

b. Chair-Elect. In the event of the death, disability, resignation, removal, or
termination of Section membership of the Chair-Elect, the Treasurer shall perform
the duties of the Chair-Elect for the remainder of the Chair-Elect’s term or
disability.

C. Council Members, Secretary and Treasurer. In the event of the death,
disability, resignation, removal, or termination of Section membership of the
Secretary, Treasurer, or any elected Council member, the Council may fill the
vacancy by appointment. The person so filling the vacancy will serve until the



close of the next Section annual meeting unless that person was elected by the
Section and not just appointed by the Council. In that case, the person will
complete the term of the vacated position.

ARTICLE V
DUTIES AND POWERS OF OFFICERS

Section 5.1 Chair. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of this Section and of the
Council. The Chair shall formulate and present at each Annual Meeting of the
State Bar of Texas a report of the work of this Section for the then past year. The
Chair shall perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to this office.

Section 5.2 Chair-elect. The Chair-elect shall perform, on behalf of this Section,
such duties as the Chair may assign. The Chair-elect shall automatically become
Chair at the end of the term of a Chair. Upon the death, resignation, removal, or
during the disability of the Chair or upon any absence or refusal to act, the Chair-
elect shall perform the duties of the Chair.

Section 5.3 Vice President — Claimant Workers” Compensation Attorney. The
Vice President — Claimant Workers” Compensation Attorney shall preside at all
meetings of the Claimant Workers” Compensation Committee and shall otherwise
perform such duties as delegated by the Chair.

Section 5.4 Vice President — Employer/Insurance Carrier Workers® Compensation
Attorney. The Vice President — Employer/Insurance Carrier Workers’
Compensation Attorney shall preside at all meetings of the Employer/Insurance
Carrier Workers’ Compensation Committee and shall otherwise perform such
duties as delegated by the Chair.

Section 5.5 Vice President — Administrative Law Judge/Government Employee
Attorney. The Vice President — Administrative Law Judge/Government Employee
shall preside at all meetings of the Administrative Law Judge/Government
Employee Committee and shall otherwise perform such duties as delegated by the
Chair.

Section 5.6 Secretary. The Secretary shall be custodian of the minutes, reports and
records of this Section. The Secretary shall keep a correct record of the
proceedings of all meetings of this Section and of the Council. With the Chair, the
Secretary shall prepare a summary or digest of the proceedings of this Section at its
Annual Meeting and shall submit the same to the Board of Directors of the State



Bar of Texas for publication in the annual report. In conjunction with the Chair, as
authorized by the Council, the Secretary shall attend generally to the business of
this Section.

Section 5.7 Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the funds and
accounts of this Section. The Treasurer shall: (i) keep an accurate account of all
monies of this Section, (ii) pay all bills, and (iii) take such other action with respect
to the finances of this Section as the Council may direct. In performing such duties,
the Treasurer shall comply with the provisions of these Bylaws. Subject to
requirements of the State Bar and the approval of the Council, the Treasurer, along
with the Chair, has full authority to appoint depositories of the funds of the Section
and to make deposits thereto and withdrawals therefrom.

Section 5.8 Annual Advanced Workers” Compensation Law Section Seminar. The
Chair and Chair-elect will serve as co-directors of the annual advanced seminar,
notwithstanding the death, disability, resignation, removal, or termination of the
officer. The remaining officers, with the approval of the State Bar of Texas, will
determine the replacement of the absent co-director as they deem needed.

ARTICLE VI
DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE COUNCIL

Section 6.1 Jurisdiction. The Council shall have general supervision and control of
the affairs of this Section subject to the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws
of the State Bar of Texas and the further provisions of these Bylaws. The Council
shall specifically authorize the expenditure of any monies appropriate for the use
or benefit of this Section. It shall not, however, authorize commitments to contracts
which shall entail the payment of any money during any fiscal year unless the
funds shall have been previously appropriated to this Section for that fiscal year by
the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas or funds are otherwise available.

Section 6.2 Committees.

a. Establishment. From time to time, the Council may establish such Council
committees and Section committees and task forces as it deems advisable to
perform such duties and exercise such powers as the Council directs, subject to the
limitations of these Bylaws, the policies and procedures of the State Bar of Texas,
and all applicable law.



b. Membership of Council Committees. Membership of Council committees
will consist of Council members and such non-voting ex officio members as the
Council determines. The Chair, with the advice of the Chair-Elect, will appoint the
membership of Council committees, subject to the approval of the Council.

C. Membership of Standing Committees. The Council may establish the terms
of membership on Section committees and may vest in the Chair or the Chair-Elect
or both to appoint members to Section committees under the guidelines and
restrictions the Council imposes. Membership of Section committees may consist
of Voting Members of the Section.

d. Standing Committees. Until otherwise determined by action of the Council,
the standing committees of the Section will include, but are not limited to:

. Claimant Workers” Compensation Section;
ii.  Employer/Insurance Carrier Workers’ Compensation Section;

ii.  Administrative Law Judges/Government Employees Workers’
Compensation Section;

Iv.  Media; and
V. Membership.

e. Standing Committee Reports. The Council will monitor the activities and
functions of the Section committees and may require such committees to report to
the Council with such frequency as the Council deems advisable.

Section 6.3. Media. The Council shall cause to be published a newsletter and the
Chair shall appoint a Media Editor for that purpose. The Media Editor shall serve
at the pleasure of the Chair. The Chair and Media Editor shall preview the
newsletter and any other media before it is published. Any newsletter or media
that is published shall abide by any and all rules applicable under the State Bar of
Texas. Additional members of the Media Section may be appointed as needed.
The Media Editor will also serve as the moderator of any list serv/discussion
boards the Section provides to its members, unless the Media Editor and Chair
assign the position of moderator to a third individual by agreement of the three
parties.



Section 6.4 Additional/Special Committees. The Council may authorize the Chair
to appoint additional/special committees from Section members to perform such
duties and exercise such powers as the Council may direct, subject to the
limitations of these Bylaws and the Constitution and Bylaws of the State Bar of
Texas.

Section 6.5 Required Vote. Unless otherwise expressly provided for in these
Bylaws, all binding actions of the Council shall be by a majority vote of the whole
Council.

Section 6.6 Manner of Voting. Members of the Council when present at a meeting
of the Council shall vote in person, via video conference, via teleconference, or
any other in-person conveyance.

Section 6.7 Notice of Required Vote. The Chair may, and upon the request of any
member of the Council shall, submit or cause to be submitted in writing to each
member of the Council, any proposition upon which the Council may be
authorized to act, and the members of the Council may vote upon such proposition
so submitted by communicating their vote thereon in writing over their respective
signatures to the Secretary who shall record upon the Minutes each proposition so
submitted, when, how, at whose request submitted, and the vote of each member of
the Council thereon, and keep on file such written and signed votes.

Section 6.8 Voting on Formal Propositions in the Absence of a Meeting. In the
absence of a meeting, the Chair of the Council at any time, and upon the request of
any member of the Council, may submit or cause to be submitted in writing or by
facsimile or other electronic transmission (including, without limitation, e-mail) to
each of the members of the Council, any formal proposition upon which the
Council may be authorized to act. The members of the Council may vote upon
such proposition or propositions so submitted by communicating their vote
thereon, in writing over their respective signature or by facsimile or other
electronic transmission (including, without limitation, e-mail), to the Chair and
Secretary, who shall record upon the minutes each proposition so submitted, when,
how, at whose request same was submitted, and the vote of each member of
Council thereon. The Secretary shall keep on file a record of such votes. If the
votes of a majority of the Council members who communicate their vote so
recorded shall be in favor of such proposition or if such majority shall be against
such proposition, such majority vote shall constitute the binding action of the
Council. At any time, the Chair or Chair’s designee may take informal polls by




telephone or electronic transmission (including, without limitation, e-mail) on any
matter that does not constitute a formal proposition.

ARTICLE VII
MEETINGS

Section 7.1 Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting of this Section shall be held in
conjunction with the State Bar Advanced Workers’ Compensation Seminar. The
meeting shall be on a date during the seminar at such time, place, program, and
order of business as may be arranged by the Council.

Section 7.2 Special Meetings. Special meetings of this Section may be called by
the Chair upon approval of the Council, at such time and place as the Council may
determine. Special meetings of the Council may be held at such time and place as
determined by the Chair for the purpose of taking such necessary or emergency
action as may be required before the next scheduled regular Council meeting.
Notice of a special meeting will be delivered to the Council members by electronic
mail or U.S. mail at least three days prior to the date of the meeting. The notice
must describe the general purpose or purposes of the meeting and the reason a
special meeting is deemed necessary. A quorum of the Council members may
waive the notification requirement by affirmative vote at the special meeting.

Section 7.3 Quorum. The members of this Section present at any meeting shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business and all binding action of this
Section shall be by a majority vote of the members present. VVoting may be by
written ballot, hand count, or voice vote. VVoting by proxy shall not be allowed.

Section 7.4 Meeting Attendance. A member who attends a meeting by
teleconference or video conference shall be counted as present at such meeting.

Section 7.5 Claimant Workers” Compensation Committee. The Claimant Workers
Compensation Committee shall meet at the Annual Meeting of this Section and
also in conjunction with the Advanced Workers’ Compensation Law Conference
sponsored by the State Bar of Texas.

Section 7.6 Employer/Insurance Carrier Workers” Compensation Committee. The
Employer/Insurance Carrier Workers” Compensation Committee shall meet at the




Annual Meeting of this Section and also in conjunction with the Advanced
Workers’ Compensation Law Conference sponsored by the State Bar of Texas.

Section 7.7 Administrative Law Judges/Government Employees Workers’
Compensation Committee. The Administrative Law Judges/Government
Employees Committee shall meet at the Annual Meeting of this Section and also in
conjunction with the Advanced Workers’ Compensation Law Conference
sponsored by the State Bar of Texas.

Section 7.8 Waiver of Notice by Attendance. Attendance of a Council member at a
Council meeting constitutes waiver of notice unless the Council member’s
attendance is expressly for the purpose of objecting to the transaction of business at
the meeting without adequate notice.

Section 7.9 Actions in Lieu of Meeting. With the written consent of two-thirds of
the voting members of the Council, the Council may take action on a matter
concerning the Section through the use of listserv, electronic mail, or U.S. mail. In
such event, the Chair will send notice by electronic mail or U.S. mail to all Council
members with an explanation of the action and fiscal impact of the action, if any,
and will request each member of the Council to cast their vote for or against the
action by electronic mail or U.S. mail. Upon receipt of all votes, the Chair will notify
the Council members of the result.

ARTICLE VI
FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

Section 8.1 Finances. This Section is authorized to collect membership dues and
govern expenditures of any income. The establishment of or any revision in this
Section’s dues requires approval by the Board of Directors of the State Bar of
Texas. This Section shall submit to the Executive Director of the State Bar of
Texas (or to whomever the Section is directed by the State Bar) by July 15, each
year a complete financial report for the preceding fiscal year ending when the State
Bar’s fiscal year ends, and a Section budget for the current fiscal year. Any
expense incurred in providing duplicates to the State Bar of Texas shall be borne
by this Section. This Section may request the accounting department of the State
Bar of Texas to prepare a monthly and year-to-date Section financial report. This
Section may opt to have the State Bar of Texas manage Section funds, including
depositing dues, managing operating expenses, issuing checks, and preparing
financial reports and budgets.



Section 8.2 Depositories and Investments. Section funds must be invested
consistent with the State Bar’s Investment Policy as set forth in the State Bar Board
of Directors Policy Manual, as may be amended from time to time. Section funds
must be deposited into either a branch of the State Bar banking depository or an
alternative banking depository meeting the requirements of the of the State Bar’s
Investment Policy. In the event this Section selects an alternative depository, it
shall instruct the depository to provide directly to the State Bar of Texas a duplicate
of the bank statements, canceled checks, and deposit slips.

Section 8.3 Financial Books, Records and Reports. The Section must maintain
accurate financial books and records and have appropriate controls on the
maintenance and disbursement of the Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits
the inclusion of the Section’s financial information in the State Bar’s financial
statements and audit. The Section must provide to the State Bar such financial
information as may be required for compliance with the requirements for the
independent financial and/or internal audits of the State Bar as required by
applicable law, rules, regulations, and pursuant to the State Bar’s procedures for
reporting section financial reporting, as such procedures may be amended from
time to time. The Section will submit to the Executive Director of the State Bar by
July 15" of each year a budget for the then current fiscal year.

Section 8.4 Authorized expenditures. As requested by the State Bar, the Treasurer
or the Chair may authorize reimbursement to the State Bar any expenses incurred
by this Section and paid by the State Bar. If the Treasurer approves an expense
should be paid by the Section, the Treasurer shall copy the Chair of the request and
approval. If the Chair approves an expense should be paid by the Section, the
Chair shall copy the Treasurer of the request and approval. Any expense that is
approved that exceeds $1000.00 must also be copied to the Chair-elect.

Section 8.5 Sales Tax. To the extent required by law, the Section will collect sales
tax on goods or services that it sells, and will remit monthly to the State Bar all
sales tax collected during the immediately preceding month, along with a report
listing the price, quantity, and description of the goods or services so sold in such
detail as the State Bar Accounting Department reasonably may require to ensure
compliance with applicable law, rules and regulations.

Section 8.6 State Bar Assistance. The Section may request the State Bar
Accounting Department to manage Section funds, including depositing dues,
managing operating expenses, issuing checks and preparing financial reports, and
budgets.




Section 8.7 Reimbursement for Expenses. Members of the Council and other
persons expressly requested to attend a Council meeting shall be reimbursed for
actual out-of-pocket expenses incurred in attendance at any meeting of the
Council. Members of any committee shall be reimbursed for actual out-of-pocket
expenses incurred in attending any meeting of the committee, provided that the
Chair has approved reimbursement before or after the meeting. Except for non-
Council members expressly requested to attend a Council meeting, the amount of
reimbursement shall not exceed the maximum amount of reimbursement from time
to time established by the Directors of the State Bar of Texas for persons attending
meetings of the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas or other official
meetings.

ARTICLE IX
MISCELLANEOUS

Section 9.1 Political or Social Policy Advocacy Position. No position may be taken
by the Section or its members in the name of the Section or the State Bar that
advocates or advances a political or social policy position in violation of State Bar
policies, the State Bar Act, the State Bar Rules, or any other applicable state or
federal law.

Section 9.2 Section Name Change. The Section may not change its name without
the approval of the State Bar Board of Directors in accordance with the then
current State Bar policies and procedures.

Section 9.3 Confidentiality of Section Member Information. All information
concerning any Section member that is deemed confidential by state or federal law,
including Tex. Govt. Code Ch. 552 and Tex. Occ. Code Ch. 59, including email
addresses, may be used only for official section business and may not be disclosed
to the public or any third party. The Section will take reasonable and necessary
precautions to protect the confidentiality of all such information.

Section 9.4 Amendment of Bylaws. These Bylaws may be amended at any
meeting of the Section by a majority vote of the VVoting Members present and
voting, provided that any proposed amendment is first approved by a majority of
the Council and notice of the proposed amendment has been provided to all VVoting
Members at least 30 days prior to the meeting at which the amendment will be
considered. The 30-day notice may be waived by agreement of a majority of the
voting members present at the Annual Meeting. No amendment will become
effective until approved by the State Bar Board of Directors in accordance with the
then current State Bar policies and procedures.




Section 9.5 Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Section shall be the same as that of
the State Bar of Texas.

Section 9.6 Salary or compensation. No salary or compensation shall be paid to
any officer of the Section, member of the Council, or member of a Committee.

Section 9.7 Notice to Section Members. In lieu of any notice which may be
authorized or required in these Bylaws to be sent in writing or by mail or other
similar means to any member of the Section, or to any member of the Council or
any other person, such notice may instead be provided by facsimile or other
electronic transmission (including, without limitation, e-mail) or on a list serve or
website in a manner designed to provide substantially the same type of notice as
would have been provided by mail or other specified means.
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STATE BAR OF TEXAS CRIMINAL JUSTICE SECTION
BYLAWS

(Approved by the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors on the  day of June, 2019)

ARTICLE 1
Name and Purpose

Section 1. This Section shall be known as the Criminal Justice Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 2. The purpose of this Section shall be to promote the objectives of the State Bar of Texas within
the field of Criminal Justice.

ARTICLE I
Membership

Section 1. Any member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas, upon request, to this Section, and upon
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the payment of the membership dues, shall be enrolled as a member of this Section. All persons so enrolled
shall constitute the membership of this Section.

Section 2. The membership dues shall be Thirty, Dollars per annum ($30.00) and shall be payable on or "

before the deadline for payment of State Bar dues.,

Section 3. Each member shall remain in good standing subject to the payment of dues, and if a member
does not pay within 60 days after the deadline for payment of State Bar dues his/her name shall be stricken
from the membership roll.

ARTICLE III <

Officers and Council

Section 1. The officers of this Section shall be a Chair, Chair-Elect,,, Secretary, Treasurer, and Immediate
Past Chair. .,

Section 2. [The Criminal Justice Section Council shall consist of the Section officers, the ., and twelve,
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elected Section members fo be elected by the Section as hereinafter provided. The Council will make
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shall at the time of the election equally represent the criminal
defense bar, the judiciary with criminal jurisdiction and the
prosecution.
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criminal defense bar, the judiciary with criminal jurisdiction,
and the prosecution.
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diligent efforts to ensure that the members of the council equally represent the criminal defense bar, the
judiciary with criminal jurisdiction, and the prosecution.

Section 3. The , Chair-Elect, , Secretary, and Treasurer shall be nominated and elected, in a manner

hereinafter provided, at each annual meeting of this Section to hold office for a term beginning at the close

of the annual meeting at which they shall have been elected, and ending at the close of the next succeeding
annual meeting of the Section, and shall serve until their successors shall have been elected and qualified.

Section 4. At the annual meeting of the Section four , members of the Council shall be nominated and
elected to serve for three years, (A year as herein used, means a term beginning at the close of the annual
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Section 5. If any elected member of the Council shall fail to attend two successive meeting of the Council,
without good cause as determined by the Chair, the office held by such member shall be automatically
vacated, and the Council shall fill the vacancy for the unexpired term.

Section 6. Any business or vote of the Council may be transacted at a regular meeting, by e-mail and/or by
conference call.

ARTICLE IV
Nomination and Election of Officers and Council

Section 1. Elections. Elections shall be conducted at the annual meeting of the Section.

Section 2. Nominations. At least 60 days before the annual meeting of the Section, the Chair,shall appoint

a Nominating Committee of three members of the Section, The Nominating Committee shall make and

report nominations to the Section for the offices of Chair-Elect, , Secretary, Treasurer, and members of the

Council whose terms will expire at the close of the next annual meeting, and to fill vacancies then existing
for unexpired terms. The Chair-Elect will automatically succeed to the office of Chair unless that person is
unable or refuses to serve, in which case the nominating committee shall also make and report nominations
to the Section for the office of Chair., At least 30 days before the date set for the election, the Council shall
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give notice to the entire membership of the Section of the persons nominated by the Nominating Committee.
Other nomination for all offices except Chair may also be made from the floor.

Section 3. Voting. All elections shall be by majority vote of the Section members in attendance and voting
at the annual meeting of the Section.

ARTICLE V
Duties of Officers

Section 1. Chair. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Section and of the Council. The Chair shall
formulate and present at each annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas a report of the work of the Section
for the preceding year. The Chair shall perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to the office.

Section 2. Chair-Elect. The Chair-Elect, upon the death, resignation or disability of the Chair or upon
his/her refusal to act, the Chair-Elect shall perform the duties of the Chair for the remainder of the Chair’s
term except in case of the Chair’s disability and then only during so much of the term as the disability
continues. The Chair-Elect shall succeed to the post of Chair at the end of his/her term as Chair-Elect.

Section 3, Secretary. The Secretary shall be the custodian of all books, papers, documents, and other

property of the Section. The Secretary shall keep a true record of the proceedings of all meetings of the
Section and of the Council, whether assembled or acting under submission. With the Chair, he/she shall
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prepare a summary or digest of the annual proceedings of the Section for publication in the Texas Bar
Journal.

Section 4, Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be authorized to sign checks and account for and maintain the

financial records of the Section, as well as perform other duties upon request and as delegated. The
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Treasurer shall have the responsibility to provide required financial information to the State Bar of Texas.
The authority of the Treasurer to invest funds of the Section shall be limited by the requirements of the
Policy Manual of the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas (the “Board Policy Manual”) which
requires that Section funds must be invested in accordance with the parameters of the Board Policy Manual.
By July 15th of each year, the treasurer shall provide the Executive Director of the State Bar of Texas a
complete financial report for the preceding fiscal year ending May 31 and, if available, a copy of the Section
budget for the current fiscal year. Upon the death, resignation or disability of the Treasurer or upon his/her
refusal to act, the Secretary shall perform the duties of the Treasurer for the remainder of the Treasurer’s
term except in case of the Treasurer’s disability and then only during so much of the term as the disability
continues.

ARTICLE VI
Duties and Powers of the Council

Section 1. The Council shall have general supervision and control of the affairs of the Section subject to
the provisions of the By-Laws of this Section, the Board Policy Manual and other State Bar of Texas
governing documents.

Section 2. The Chair may appoint committees from Section members to perform such duties and exercise
such powers as the Chair or Council may direct, subject to the limitations mentioned above.

Section 3. The Council, during the interim between annual meetings of the Section, may fill vacancies in
its own membership or in the offices of the Section. Members of the Council and officers so selected shall
serve until the close of the next annual meeting of the Section, and shall be of the practice area as the person
whose vacancy is filled.

Section 4. All binding action of the Council including adoption of any section legislative position(s) shall
be by a majority vote of the council members present.

Section 5. The Chair of the Section or any member of the Council may submit or cause to be submitted in
writing any proposition upon which the Council may be authorized to act, and the members of the Council
may vote thereon verbally and/or in writing. If the votes of a majority of the members of council so recorded
shall be in favor of such proposition or if such majority shall be against such proposition, such majority
vote shall constitute the binding action of the Council.

Section 6. In the event a proposition is in the best interest of the Section and time is of the essence, the
Chair of the Section may utilize electronic and/or telephonic technology to determine each council
member’s vote.

ARTICLE VII
Meetings

Section 1. The annual meeting of the Section shall be held during the State Bar of Texas’ Advanced
Criminal Law continuing legal education seminar, in the same city or place as such annual seminar, with
such program and order of business as may be arranged by the Council.

Section 2. Special meetings of the Section and Council may be called by the Chair and/or by majority vote
of the council.
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Section 3. The members of the Section present at any meeting shall constitute a quorum for the transaction
of business

Section 4. All binding action of the Section shall be by a majority vote of the members present.

Section 5. The Council shall meet annually during the annual meeting of the Section.

ARTICLE VIII *

Financial Provisions

8.1 Depositories and Investments. Section funds must be invested consistent with the
State Bar’s Investment Policy as set forth in the State Bar Board of Directors Policy
Manual, as the same may be amended from time to time. Section funds must be deposited
into either a branch of the State Bar banking depository or an alternative banking
depository meeting the requirements of the of the State Bar’s Investment Policy.

8.2 Financial Books, Records and Reports. The Section must maintain accurate financial
books and records and have appropriate controls on the maintenance and disbursement
of the Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits the inclusion of the Section’s financial
information in the State Bar’s financial statements and audit. The Section must provide
to the State Bar such financial information as may be required for compliance with the
requirements for the independent financial and/or internal audits of the State Bar as
required by applicable law, rules and regulations, and pursuant to the State Bar’s
procedures for reporting section financial reporting, as such procedures may be amended
from time to time. The Section will submit to the Executive Director of the State Bar by
July 15t of each year a budget for the then current fiscal year.

8.3 Sales Tax. To the extent required by law, the Section will collect sales tax on goods or
services that it sells, and will remit monthly to the State Bar all sales tax collected during
the immediately preceding month, along with a report listing the price, quantity and
description of the goods or services so sold in such detail as the State Bar Accounting
Department reasonably may require to ensure compliance with applicable law, rules and

regulations.

8.4 State Bar Assistance. The Section may request the State Bar Accounting Department
to manage Section funds, including depositing dues, managing operating expenses,
issuing checks and preparing financial reports and budgets.

8.5 Fiscal Year. The Section’s fiscal year shall be the same as the fiscal year of the State« - (Formatted: No Spacing, Justified
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Section 1. No salary or compensation shall be paid to any officer.

Section 2. No action, policy determination, or recommendation of this Section or committee thereof, shall
be deemed to be, or be referred to as, the action of the State Bar of Texas, and shall comply with the
provisions of these By-Laws and the Board Policy Manual and governing documents of the State Bar of
Texas. Any resolution adopted or action taken by this Section may, on request of this Section, be reported
by the Chairman to the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas for action thereon.

Section 3. These By-Laws may be amended at any annual meeting of this Section. All amendments must
be approved by a majority vote of the members of the Section present and voting, and shall not become
effective until approved by the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 4. No positions may be taken by the Criminal Justice Section, or its members in the name of the
Section_or the State Bar, that advocate or advance a political or social policy position. However, this shall
not be construed so as to prohibit the support for, or advancement of, proposed changes in state laws or
court rules designed to improve the judicial branch of government.

Section 5. These By-Laws shall become effective upon approval by the Board of Directors of the State Bar
of Texas.

Section 6. As used herein unless otherwise expressly provided, the past, present or future tense shall each
include the other; the masculine, the feminine or neuter gender shall each include the other; and the singular
and plural number shall each include the other.
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OIL, GAS AND ENERGY RESOURCES LAW SECTION
OF THE
STATE BAR OF TEXAS
(REVISED JUNE, 2019)
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ARTICLE I

NAME AND PURPOSE

Section 1. Name. This Section shall be known as the Oil, Gas and Energy Resources Law Section of
the State Bar of Texas (this "Section”).

Section 2.  Purpose. The purpose of this Section shall be to promote the objects of the State Bar of
Texas within the fields of Oil, Gas and Energy Resources Law.

ARTICLE II

MEMBERSHIP
Section 1. Members.
Any member of the State Bar of Texas who desires to become a member of this Section shall, upon
request to the Secretary of this Section and payment of the annual Section dues, be enrolled as a

 Deleted: the

member. Members so enrolled (each a "Member” and collectively, the "Members") shall constitute the
membership of this Section.

Section 2.  Associate Members. Any individual who is not licensed to practice law in the State of Texas,
including out-of-state attorneys, paralegals, law students, non-attorney academics and business
persons, upon application and payment of membership dues for the current year, shall be enrolled as a
nonvoting associate member of this Section (each an “Associate Member” and collectively, the
“Associate Members”). Associate Members may not and shall not vote on any business of this Section
and may not and shall not be elected to or serve on the Council of this Section. Associate Members may
not and shall not be elected to or hold any officer position of this Section. Associate Members may not
and shall not hold themselves out as being members of the State Bar of Texas or make any representation
that they are licensed to practice law in the State of Texas.

Section 3. Termination of Membership. On the occurrence of any of the following, a member of this
Section shall immediately cease to be a member of this Section without any further action required:

A. any member (other than an Associate Member) who ceases to be a member in good«
standing of the State Bar of Texas; or

B. any Associate Member who is found by a majority vote of the Council to haves«-

represented himself or herself as a member of the State Bar of Texas or as being
licensed to practice law in the State of Texas.

ARTICLE III

OFFICERS AND COUNCIL
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Section 1. Designation of Officers. The officers of this Section shall be a Chairman, Immediate Past
Chairman, Chairman-Elect, Vice Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer (the “Officers”). The offices of
Secretary and Treasurer may be held by the same person.

Section 2.  Council. There shall be a council which shall consist of the Officers, all of whom shall be { Deleted: Council

members ex-officio, together with nine (9) other Members to be elected by this Section as hereinafter

provided_(the “Council”). The President, President-Elect, and Vice President of the State Bar of Texas | Deleted: officers above named
and the State Bar Board Advisor to this Section shall be ex-officio non-voting members of the Council. ( Deleted: members

Section 3. Term of Office for Officers. The Chairman, Chairman-Elect, Vice Chairman, Secretary and
Treasurer shall be nominated and elected in the manner hereinafter provided, at each annual meeting
of this Section, to hold office for a term beginning at the close of the annual meeting of the State Bar of
Texas at which they shall have been elected, and ending at the close of the next succeeding annual
meeting of the State Bar of Texas and until their successors shall have been elected and qualify.

Section 4. Term of Office for Council Members. At the annual meeting of this Section at which these
Bylaws shall have been amended to adopt Section 2 of this Article III in the form appearing

Q.

: members of the Council

hereinabove, three (3) Members shall be nominated and elected to the Council to serve for one (1) (p let

year, three (3) Members for a term of two (2) years, and three (3) Members for a term of three (3)
years. (The word "year" as herein used means a term beginning at the close of the first, second, and
third succeeding annual meeting of this Section, respectively.) Thereafter, upon the expiration of each

of these initial terms, three (3) Members shall be elected to the Council at each annual meeting of this (r\ leted: members of the Council

Section, for terms of three (3) years beginning at the close of the annual meeting at which they shall
have been elected and ending at the close of the third succeeding annual meeting of this Section.

Section 5.  Eligibility to Serve on Council. No Member shall be eligible for election to the Council if he ( Deleted: person

is then a member of the Council and has been such a member continuously for a period of two (2) 7

years or more, except as provided in Section 6. | Deleted: as a member of
Section 6. Required Attendance; Filling of Vacancy. If any member of the Council shall fail to attend ( Deleted: elected
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two (2) consecutive meetings of the Council, the office held by such member shall be automatically
vacated, and the vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired term by vote of the Section, if at an annual

meeting, or by the Council, if the vacancy occurs between annual meetings. A Member filling a vacancy ( Deleted: person

as provided in this section may be eligible for election as a member of the Council under Section 5.
ARTICLE IV

NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND COUNCIL MEMBERS

Section 1.  Nomination. A nominating committee consisting of the Council, shall suggest a slate of { Deleted: officers and
Council members and Officers (other than the Immediate Past Chairman, such office to be filled each 7

fiscal year by the individual serving as Chairman the immediately preceding fiscal year) to this Section | Deleted: members
at each annual meeting. In addition, nominations from the floor will be accepted.  Deleted: officers

Section 2.  Election. All elections shall be by written ballot unless otherwise ordered by resolution
duly adopted by this Section at the annual meeting at which the election is held.

ARTICLE V
DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Section 1.  Chairman. The Chairman shall preside at all meetings of this Section and of the Council.
The Chairman shall formulate and present at each annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas a report of
the work of this Section for the then past year. The Chairman shall perform such other duties and acts
as usually pertain to such office.



Section 2. Immediate Past Chairman. The Immediate Past Chairman shall be available to consult

with the Chairman and the other members of the Council and shall perform, on behalf of this Section, ( Deleted: officers and council

such duties as the Chairman may assign.

Section 3. Chairman-Elect. The Chairman-Elect shall perform, on behalf of this Section, such duties
as the Chairman may assign. Upon the death, resignation, or during the disability of the Chairman, or
upon his absence or refusal to act, the Chairman-Elect shall perform the duties of the Chairman.

Section 4. Vice Chairman. The Vice Chairman shall perform, on behalf of this Section, such duties as
the Chairman may assign.

Section 5.  Secretary. The Secretary shall be custodian of the minutes, reports and records of this
Section. The Secretary shall keep a correct record of the proceedings of all meetings of this Section and
of the Council. With the Chairman, the Secretary shall prepare a summary or digest of the proceedings
of this Section at its annual meeting and shall submit the same to the Board of Directors of the State
Bar of Texas for publication in the annual report. In conjunction with the Chairman, as authorized by
the Council, the Secretary shall attend generally to the business of this Section.

Section 6. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be responsible for the funds and accounts of this Section.
The Treasurer shall: (i) keep an accurate account of all monies of this Section (ii) pay all bills and (iii)
take such other action with respect to the finances of this Section as the Council may direct. In
performing such duties, the Treasurer shall comply with the provisions of Section 2 of Article VI of
these Bylaws.

ARTICLE VI
DUTIES AND POWERS OF THE COUNCIL

Section 1.  Jurisdiction. The Council shall have general supervision and control of the affairs of this
Section subject to the provisions of the Constitution and Bylaws of the State Bar of Texas and the
further provisions of these Bylaws. It shall specifically authorize the expenditure of any monies
appropriate for the use or benefit of this Section. It shall not, however, authorize commitments to
contracts which shall entail the payment of any money during any fiscal year unless the funds shall
have been previously appropriated to this Section for that fiscal year by the Board of Directors of the
State Bar of Texas.

Section 2.  Finances. This Section is authorized to collect membership dues and govern expenditures
of dues income. The establishment of or any revision in this Section's dues requires approval by the
Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas. This Section shall submit to the Executive Director of the
State Bar of Texas by July 15 each year a complete financial report for the preceding fiscal year ending
May 31 and a Section budget for the current fiscal year. Funds of this Section may only be invested

within the parameters outlined in the State Bar of Texas Investment Policy as set forth in Section 3.05 ( Deleted: 10.05

of the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors Policy Manual _(or as otherwise provided in such Policy
Manual). This Section shall deposit dues income into either a branch of the State Bar of Texas banking
depository or an alternative banking depository meeting the requirements of the above-mentioned
State Bar of Texas Investment Policy. In the event this Section selects an alternative depository, it
shall instruct the depository to provide directly to the State Bar of Texas a duplicate of the bank
statements, canceled checks, and deposit slips. Any expense incurred in providing duplicates to the
State Bar of Texas shall be borne by this Section. This Section may request the accounting department
of the State Bar of Texas to prepare a monthly and year-to-date Section financial report. This Section
may opt to have the State Bar of Texas manage Section funds, including depositing dues, managing
operating expenses, issuing checks, and preparing financial reports and budgets. This optional latter
service will be provided by the State Bar of Texas for a per capita fee per member not to exceed $1.00.

Section 3. Committees. The Council may authorize the Chairman to appoint committees from

Members to perform such duties and exercise such powers as the Council may direct, subject to the ('Deleted: Section members

limitations of these Bylaws and the Constitution and Bylaws of the State Bar of Texas.



Section 4.  Vacancies. The Council, during the interim between annual meetings of this Section, may

P
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fill vacancies in its own membership or among the Officers. Members of the Council and the Officers so

selected shall serve until the close of the next annual meeting of this Section.

Section 5. Required Vote/Quorum. Unless otherwise expressly provided for in these Bylaws, all
binding action of the Council shall require the presence of a quorum which is a minimum of ten (10)

| Deleted: in
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| Deleted: officers

Members of the Council and shall require the affirmative vote of at least ten (10) Members of the,

| Deleted: be by a two-thirds (2/3)

Council.

Section 6. Manner of Voting. Members of the Council when present at a meeting of the Council shall

| Deleted: whole

Q.

vote in person, but when absent may communicate their vote upon any proposition in writing to the
Secretary and have it counted with the same effect as if cast personally at such meeting.

Section 7.  Notice of Required Vote. The Chairman of this Section may, and upon the request of any
member of the Council shall, submit or cause to be submitted in writing to each member of the Council,
any proposition upon which the Council may be authorized to act, and the members of the Council may
vote upon such proposition so submitted by communicating their vote thereon in writing over their
respective signatures to the Secretary who shall record upon the Minutes each proposition so
submitted, when, how, at whose request submitted, and the vote of each member of the Council
thereon, and keep on file such written and signed votes.

Section 8.  Electronically Communicated Vote. E-mail, facsimile and other electronic communication
shall constitute a writing for the purposes of Sections 6 and 7.

ARTICLE VII

MEETINGS

Section 1.  Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of this Section shall be held either during the annual
meeting of the State Bar of Texas, or in conjunction with a continuing legal education seminar, course
or institute sponsored by this Section, at such time and place as may be fixed by the Council, with such
program and order of business as may be arranged by the Council.

Section 2.  Special Meetings. Special meetings of this Section may be called by the Chairman upon
approval of the Council, at such time and place as the Council may determine.

Section 3. Quorum. The Members of this Section present at any meeting shall constitute a quorum

for the transaction of business and all binding action of this Section shall be by a majority vote of the
Members present.

Section 4. Meeting Attendance, at a Council Meeting. A Member of the Council who attends a Council
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meeting by teleconference shall be counted as present at such meeting for purposes of determining
quorums and voting.

ARTICLE VIII
GOVERNMENTAL AUTHORITY

Section 1.  Section Action not Action of State Bar of Texas. No action, policy determination, or
recommendation of this Section or any committee thereof shall be deemed to be, or be referred to as,
the action of the State Bar of Texas prior to submission of the same to, and approval by, the Board of
Directors of the State Bar of Texas, the General Assembly of the State Bar of Texas in annual
convention, or duly-authorized referendum of the State Bar of Texas. Any resolution adopted or action
taken by this Section may on request of this Section be reported by the Chairman to the annual
meeting of the State Bar of Texas for action thereon.
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Section 2. Governmental Authority Process. This Section, through the process called "Governmental
Authority", may seek the authority to present a position of the State Bar of Texas before a public,
judicial, executive or legislative body.

Section 3. Required Council Action. A position of this Section with respect to which the
Governmental Authority process is desired shall be authorized by the Council only after written notice
to all members of the Council of the proposed position to be adopted and the date at which the position
will be considered by the Council. The proposed position must be adopted by a three-fourths (3/4) vote
of the Council.

Section 4. Compliance with Governmental Authority Handbook. If a proposed position is adopted by
the Council as provided in Section 3 immediately preceding, thereafter all requirements and
procedures set forth in the Governmental Authority Handbook dated January 30, 1981, as amended
from time to time, with respect to application, notice, circulation, clearance, objections, disclaimer,
presentation, filing and all other matters shall be strictly followed.

ARTICLE IX
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS
Section 1.  Approval by State Bar of Texas. Any action by this Section must be approved by the State

Bar of Texas before it becomes effective as action of the State Bar of Texas. Any resolution adopted or
action taken by this Section may, on request of this Section, be reported by the Chairman of this

Section to the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas for action thereon by the State Bar of Texas.

Section 2.  Effectiveness. These Bylaws shall become effective upon approval thereof by the Board of
Directors of the State Bar of Texas, and upon adoption by this Section.

Section 3.  Printing. All printing for this Section or for any committee of this Section shall be done
under the supervision of the headquarters office of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 4. Gender. The use of the masculine gender in these Bylaws shall include the feminine.
ARTICLE X

AMENDMENTS

These Bylaws may be amended at any annual meeting of this Section by a majority vote,of the

P
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Members present and voting, provided such proposed amendment shall first have been approved by a
two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Council and provided, further, that no amendment so adopted shall

P
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become effective until it has been approved by a majority of the members of the Board of Directors of
the State Bar of Texas.
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BYLAWS OF THE TAX SECTION
OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

(Revised )

ARTICLEI
Name and Purpose

Section 1.1 Name. This Section shall be known as the Tax Section of the State Bar of
Texas.

Section 1.2 Purpose. The purpose of the Section shall be to promote the objectives
of the State Bar of Texas within the field of taxation, provide leadership in the practice of tax
law, create a better understanding and cooperation between attorneys engaged in the practice of
tax law, improve the education of attorneys and related professionals in the laws of taxation,
promote the economic and professional interests of the members of the Section and serve the
public good.

ARTICLE II
Membership

Section 2.1 Dues. Any member of the State Bar of Texas, upon registering his or her
name with the Secretary of the Section and payment for the then current year of dues as set from
time to time by the Council, shall be enrolled as a member. For each succeeding year, said
dues shall be payable by the member in advance. Any member whose annual dues shall be
more than six months delinquent or who ceases to be a member in good standing of the State Bar
of Texas shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Section. Persons so enrolled shall
constitute the membership of the Section.

Section 2.2 Newly Licensed Attorney. A two-year free membership shall be
provided to each attorney newly admitted to the State Bar of Texas. The first year allowed for the
free membership shall begin the year during which such attorney is admitted to the State Bar of
Texas.

Section 2.3 Selected Free Memberships. The Council may vote to provide a licensed
attorney or a specifically identified group of licensed attorneys admitted to the State Bar of Texas
or law students in an accredited Texas law school free membership to the Section for a specified
time period as determined by the Council.

1-
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ARTICLE III
Officers and Council

Section 3.1 Officers. The Officers of the Section shall be a Chair, Chair-Elect,
Secretary, and Treasurer.

Section 3.2 Council. There shall be a Council, which shall consist of the Officers
of the Section, together with nine elected Council members (the “Elected Council”),
Appointed Council members (as hereinafter provided), and ex officio Council members
(as hereinafter provided). The nine Elected Council members shall be elected by the
Section as hereinafter provided. In addition, appointed Council members (the
“Appointed Council”) may be, but are not required to be, appointed by the Officers of
the Section to serve as (i) Newsletter Editor or Co-Newsletter Editor(s); (ii) Chair or Co-
Chair(s) of the Continuing Legal Education Committee; (iii) Chair or Co-Chair(s) of the
Government Submissions Committee; (iv) Chair or Co-Chair(s) of the Pro Bono
Committee; (v) Program Director or Co-Program Director for the Leadership Academy;
and (vi) Chair or Co-Chair(s) of the Sponsorship . One or more of these
Appointed Council members also may be serving as an Elected Council member. In
addition, ex-officio Council members (the “ex-officio Council members”) shall include
the Chair of the Section for the immediately preceding year and may consist of such
additional ex-officio members as may be appointed by the current Chair to serve during
the Chair’s term. The additional ex-officio Council members who may be appointed by
the Chair shall only consist of (i) professors of tax law at accredited law schools; (ii),
employees of the Internal Revenue Service; and (iii) employees of the State of Texas
Comptroller’s Office.

Section 3.3 Terms of Officers. All Officers except the incoming Chair shall
be nominated and elected in the manner hereinafter provided, to hold office for a term beginning
with the fiscal year of the Section (as determined from time to time) for which they shall have
been elected, and ending at the close of such fiscal year or, if later, when their successors shall
have been elected and qualify. The Chair-Elect shall, at the end of the Chair-Elect’s term of
office, become the incoming Chair for the next succeeding year. The term of office typically
shall be the term between the annual meetings of the Section.

Section 3.4 Terms of Elected Council Members. Three members of the Council
shall be elected at each annual meeting of the Section, for terms of three years beginning at the
close of the annual meeting of the Section at which they were elected and ending upon the earlier
of such member’s election as an Officer or the close of the third succeeding annual meeting
of the Section. No person shall be eligible for election as a member of the Elected Council
if such person is then a member of the Elected Council and has been a member of the Elected
Council continuously for a period of two years or more.

Section 3.5 Removal. If any Officer or Elected Council member shall fail to participate
(in person or by telephone) in two consecutive meetings of the Council without reason acceptable

-
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to the Chair or Council, such member shall be automatically removed from the Council or, if
applicable, as an Officer.

Section 3.6 Vacancies. If any Officer or Elected Council member at any time after
election shall be removed as provided in Section 3.5 or shall die, resign or cease to be a member

(Deleted: Section 3.5

of the Section, the office of such member shall automatically be vacated without any action
other than to note such fact in the minutes of the Council. During the time between annual
elections of the Section, the Council may fill vacancies in its own membership or that of the
Officers, other than the office of Chair, which shall be filled by the Chair-Elect. Persons so
selected shall serve for the unexpired term of the office vacated.

ARTICLE IV
Nomination and Election of Officers and Council

Section 4.1 Nominations. Within 90 days following each annual meeting of the
Section, the Chair shall appoint a nominating committee (the “Nominating Committee”) consisting
of the Chair as an ex officio member and not less than three additional members of the Section
who are not members of the Council (provided, however, that the Chair of the Section for the
immediately preceding year may serve on the Nominating Committee). Notice by electronic
mail, U.S. mail, overnight delivery service, posting on the Section’s website, or publication in
the first issue of the Texas Tax Lawyer (if published) following the annual meeting of the
Section shall identify the members of the Nominating Committee. If the Chair does not
appoint such a Nominating Committee and provide such notice, then the Nominating
Committee shall consist of the Chair as an ex officio member and the three most recent past
Chairs of the Section who are able and willing to serve on the Nominating Committee. Any
member of the Section may submit nominations for the offices of Chair-Elect, Secretary,
Treasurer and the three Elected Council members for the succeeding year. Nominations may
be submitted to any member of the Nominating Committee or to any Officer. The Nominating
Committee shall confirm whether any person whose name is submitted as a candidate on or
before March 1% of the year following the annual meeting wishes to be considered for election
as an Officer or Elected Council member and is a qualified candidate (within the meaning of
Section 4.4.2). The Nominating Committee may also require that nominees complete a
candidate questionnaire (which shall be in such form as determined from time to time by the
Nominating Committee). From the qualified candidates who are nominated and, if
required, submit timely completed candidate questionnaires, and any additional qualified
candidates deemed appropriate by the members of the Nominating Committee, the Nominating
Committee shall make nominations for the offices of Chair-Elect, Secretary and Treasurer and
the three Elected Council members to succeed those whose term will expire at the close of the
Section’s fiscal year. The Nominating Committee shall prepare a written report of
recommended nominations for Officers and the three Elected Council members. The written
report shall also identify all other qualified candidates for such positions who were
nominated, submitted timely candidate questionnaires if required, and wish to stand for
election. The Nominating Committee’s written report shall be delivered to the Council
by electronic mail, U.S. mail, or overnight delivery service, or a combination of the above, at
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least ten days before a regular or special meeting of the Council that precedes by at
least 30 days the Section’s annual meeting for the year. The Council, at that meeting, shall
elect the Chair-Elect, Secretary, and Treasurer to succeed those whose terms will expire at the
close of the Section’s fiscal year. The Nominating Committee’s written report also shall
be delivered to the Section members by electronic mail, U.S. mail, overnight delivery
service, or posting on the Section’s website (or combination thereof) at least 20 days before
the Section’s annual meeting. No other nominations for the office of Officers or the Elected
Council members can be made except through this process.

Section 4.2 Appointed Council Members. The Appointed Council members shall be
appointed to serve in one of the six capacities identified in Section 3.2 of these Bylaws by the

- CDeIeted: Section 3.2

Chair and confirmed by an affirmative vote of the Officers. An Appointed Council member may
be appointed from the ranks of the Elected Council members.

Section 4.3 Elections. At the annual meeting of the Section, the members of the
Section present in person shall by plurality vote (which may be determined at the discretion
of the Chair to be a voice vote, visible vote, or written ballot) elect the members of the Elected
Council to succeed those whose terms will expire at the close of that annual meeting.

ARTICLE V
Duties of Officers

Section 5.1 Chair. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Section and of the
Council and shall formulate and present at the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas a report
of the work of the Section for the immediately preceding year. The Chair shall plan and
supervise the agenda of the Section during the current year and shall supervise all activities of
the Section. The Chair shall select for approval by the Council all chairs and vice-chairs and
any Council liaisons for each committee. The Chair shall perform such other duties and acts
as usually pertain to the office. The Chair shall serve as liaison to the staff of the State Bar of
Texas. The Chair shall communicate periodically with the Chair Advisory Board, which shall
consist of the former chairs of the Section who have accepted the Chair’s invitation to be members.
Such communication may include requesting the input and advice of the Chair Advisory Board on
select issues, keeping the Chair Advisory Board informed of upcoming events and projects, and
responding to issues raised by the Chair Advisory Board.

Section 5.2 Chair-Elect. If no task force or other group is appointed for such
purpose, the Chair-Elect shall plan the annual meeting of the Section for the conclusion of the
Chair-Elect’s term of office, including the arrangement of any presentations and speakers to the
annual meeting, and shall submit all such plans and arrangements to the Chair for approval.
The Chair-Elect also shall supervise the committees of the Section and report to the Council on
the activities of each committee. During the disability of the Chair or upon the Chair’s absence
or inability to act, the Chair-Elect shall perform the duties of the Chair. If the Chair-Elect also is
under a disability, is absent or refuses to act, the Council shall designate another person to
perform the duties of the Chair. The Chair-Elect shall assist the Chair with the performance of
such responsibilities as the Chair may request.
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Section 5.3 Secretary. The Secretary shall be custodian of all the books, reports and
records of the Section with the exception of the financial records. The Secretary shall keep a correct
record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Section and the Council and shall maintain the
roster of members of the Section and the committees within the Section. In conjunction with
the Chair, as authorized by the Council, the Secretary shall attend generally to the business of
the Section.

Section 5.4 Treasurer. The Treasurer shall be custodian of all financial reports of
the Section and shall receive all dues and other funds paid to the Section. With the Chair, the
Treasurer shall have full authority to appoint depositories of the funds of the Section, to make
deposits thereto and to withdraw funds therefrom. The Treasurer shall have the responsibility to
provide required financial information to the State Bar of Texas. The authority of the Treasurer
to invest funds of the Section shall be limited by the requirements of section 6.02.06 of the Policy
Manual of the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas (the “Board Policy Manual’) which
requires that Section funds must be invested in accordance with the parameters of Section 10.05
of the Board Policy Manual.

ARTICLE VI
Duties and Powers of the Council

Section 6.1 Authority. The Council shall have the power and authority to take such
action as is necessary and proper to carry out the objectives of the Section, subject to the
provisions of the Charter and Bylaws of the State Bar of Texas and other applicable provisions
of these Bylaws. The Council shall have general supervision and control of the affairs
of the Section to assure that the Purpose of the Section as expressed in Section 1.2 of these Bylaws

. '(Deleted: Section 1.2

is carried out, subject to the provisions of the Charter and Bylaws of the State Bar of Texas and
other applicable provisions of these Bylaws. It shall supervise the expenditure of monies
received as dues or from other Section activities such as continuing legal education by the
Section and appropriated for the use or benefit of the Section. It shall not, however, authorize
commitments to contracts which shall entail the payment of any money during any fiscal year
beyond the current fiscal year unless the money shall have been previously appropriated to the
Section for that fiscal year by the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 6.2 Committees. The Council may, or may authorize the Chair to, appoint
committees from Section members to perform such duties and exercise such power as the Council
may direct, subject to the limitations of other provisions of these Bylaws and the Constitution and
Bylaws of the State Bar of Texas. The chairs, vice chairs and any Council liaison of each
committee designated by the Chair-Elect shall be approved by the Council. Until otherwise
determined by action of the Council or pursuant to action of the Chair authorized by the Council,
the standing committees of the Section shall be as follows:

= Annual Meeting;

=  Communications;

= Continuing Legal Education;
= Corporate Tax;

= Employee Benefits;



= Energy and Natural Resources;

= Estate and Gift Tax;

=  Government Submissions;

= General Tax Issues;
International Tax;

= Leadership Academy;
= Partnership and Real Estate Tax;
=  Pro Bono;
= Property Tax;
Solo and Small Firm;

= State and Local Tax;

= Tax Controversy;

= Tax-Exempt Finance; and

= Tax Exempt Organizations; and
= Tax Law in a Day

Section 6.3 Committee Oversight. The Council shall monitor the committees of the
Section through the reports of the Chair-Elect. The Chair-Elect with the Council’s approval shall
determine the type and number of publications and governmental submissions that shall be
required of each committee and communicate that requirement to the chair and vice chairs of each
committee. Publication and Submission requirements among committees may vary in the
discretion of the Chair-Elect and the Council. The Chair-Elect along with the Council shall
make an annual determination regarding the establishment of new committees and
termination of existing committees.

Section 6.4 Quorum; Actions. A quorum of the Council for the conduct of
business shall require that a majority of the Council members then serving be present either in
person or through telephonic means. Except as otherwise provided herein, binding actions of the
Council shall require a majority vote by the members of the Council then serving.

Section 6.5 Voting. All members of the Council, including all ex officio Council
members, shall have a vote on matters considered by the Council. Members of the Council not
participating in a quorum either in person or by telephonic means, may vote by written ballot to
the Secretary and may have their vote counted with the same effect as if cast personally at such
meeting.

Section 6.6 Outstanding Texas Tax Lawyer Award. The Council may award the
designation to one or more qualified nominees as frequently as once each year. The award may
be granted posthumously.

.6.1 Definitions

(a) A “qualified nominee” means:



®

(i)
(iii)

@iv)

A member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas;
or

An inactive member thereof; or

A former full time professor of tax law who taught in
an accredited Texas law school; or

A full time professor of tax law who is currently
teaching at an accredited Texas Law School.

In addition, qualified nominees must have (1) devoted at least 75% of his
or her law practice to taxation law, and (2) been licensed to practice law in
Texas or another jurisdiction for at least ten years.

(b)

“Law practice” means work performed primarily for the
purpose of rendering legal advice or providing legal
representation including;:

U]
(i)
(iii)

@iv)

Private client service;
Service as a judge of any court of record;

Corporate or government service if the work
performed was legal in nature and primarily for the
purpose of providing legal advice to, or legal
representation of, the corporation or government
agency or individuals connected therewith; and

The activity of teaching at an accredited law school.

“Taxation Law” includes, but is not limited to:

®

(i)

(iii)

(iv)
)

“Tax Law” as defined by the standards for attorney
certification in Tax Law as determined by the Texas
Board of Legal Specialization;

Tax controversy;

Employee benefits and executive compensation
practice;

Criminal defense or prosecution relating to taxation;
Taxation practice in the public and private sectors,

including nonprofit sector; and
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(vi) Teaching taxation law or related subjects at an
accredited law school.

6.6.2 Nomination Procedures. Current members of the Section may submit
nominations to the Secretary. The Council may select one or more award recipients each year to
receive the designation from among the qualified nominees. The number of award recipients, if
any, to be selected in a particular year, the method of voting thereof, and the number of votes to
be taken (including whether to use “run-off” votes and whether to use cumulative voting) shall be
determined by the Council each year; provided, however, that all nominees who are awarded the
designation must receive the affirmative vote of at least a majority of all members of the Council
then serving. In selecting award recipients, the Council shall consider the following:

(a) A nominee’s reputation for expertise and professionalism within the
community of tax professionals specifically and the broader legal
community;

(b)  Authorship of scholarly works relating to taxation law;

() Significant participation in the State Bar of Texas, American Bar
Association, local bar association, or other legal organizations;

(d) Significant contributions to the general welfare of the community;
(e) Significant pro bono activities;

®) Reputation for ethics;

(€9) Mentorship of other tax professionals;

(h) Experience on the bench relating to taxation law;

@) Experience in academia relating to taxation law; and
() Other significant contributions or experience in relation to taxation
law.

6.6.3 Award. The Council may authorize the purchase of a suitable plaque,
trophy, or similar symbol to acknowledge each award recipient. The Council may designate the
time and place of any ceremony for the presentation of the award(s). The Council may reimburse
the award recipient’s expenses incurred in connection with attending such a ceremony. The
Council may authorize the waiver of an award recipient’s registration fees associated with
minimum continuing legal education programs sponsored by the Section for a period of one year
after and including the date of the award ceremony.



ARTICLE VII
Meetings

Section 7.1 Annual Meeting of Section. The annual meeting of the Section shall
be held at such time and place as determined by the Chair and approved by the Council. The
annual meeting of the Section may be held during the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas, or
at such other time and place as the Chair and the Council shall agree, with such program and order
of business as may be determined by the Chair and approved by the Council. Notice of the annual
meeting shall be delivered to the Section members by electronic mail, U.S. mail, overnight
delivery service, or posting on the Section’s website (or combination thereof) at least 20 days
prior to the date designated for such annual meeting.

Section 7.2 Special Meetings of Section. Special meetings of the Section may be
held at such time and place as determined by the Chair and approved by the Council. Notice of a
special meeting shall be delivered to the Section members by electronic mail, U.S. mail,
overnight delivery service, or posting on the Section’s website (or combination thereof) at least
ten days prior to the date designated for such special meeting. The notice of a special meeting
should describe the general purpose or purposes for the meeting.

Section 7.3 Voting at Section Meetings. The voting members of the Section
present at any meeting of the Section membership shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business. Except as provided in Section 4.3, all binding action of the Section membership shall be

. 'CDeIeted: Section 4.3

by a majority vote of the Section members present at the meeting.

Section 7.4 Meetings of the Council. Regular meetings of the Council shall be had
in the fall, winter and spring at such time and place as determined by the Chair. Notice of regular
meetings shall be delivered to the Council members by electronic mail, U.S. mail, overnight
delivery service, or posting on the Section’s website (or combination thereof) at least ten days
prior to the date designated for such regular meeting. Special meetings of the Council may be
held at such time and place as determined by the Chair. Notice of a special meeting shall be
delivered to the Council members by electronic mail, U.S. mail, or overnight delivery service
(or combination thereof) at least three days prior to the date designated for such special meeting
if time permits. Otherwise the time notification requirement may be waived by an affirmative vote
of the Council.

Section 7.5 Council Voting by Proposition or Electronic Mail. The Chair may submit
or cause to be submitted in writing (including by fax or e-mail, to each of the Council members,
any proposition upon which the Council may be authorized to act, and the Council may vote
thereon, in writing (including by fax or e-mail) over their respective signature (however, in
the case of e-mail, no signature is required as long as an e-mail is received from the recognized e-
mail address of the member), to the Secretary or Chair, who shall record upon the minutes each
proposition so submitted, when, how, at whose request same was submitted, and the vote of each
Council member thereon, and keep on file such votes. If the votes of a majority of the Council
so recorded shall be in favor of such proposition, such majority vote shall constitute the binding
action of the Council.



ARTICLE VIII
Miscellaneous

Section 8.1 Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Section shall begin upon the close
of the annual meeting of the Section and end at the close of the next succeeding annual meeting.

Section 8.2 Prohibition on Compensation. No salary or compensation shall be paid
to any Officer, Council member or member of a committee unless by approval of the Council such
person is compensated for work done outside the meetings of the Council on a special study or
project.

Section 8.3 Reimbursement of Expenses. Council members and other persons
requested to attend a Council meeting or any other meeting on behalf of the Section shall be
reimbursed for actual out-of-pocket costs incurred in attending any such meeting subject to the
applicable requirements of the State Bar. Members of any committee may be reimbursed for
actual out-of-pocket costs incurred in attending any meeting of the committee or any other
meeting on behalf of the Section, provided the Chair has approved reimbursement before such
meeting and subject to the applicable requirements of the State Bar.

Section 84 Amendment. These Bylaws may be amended by the Council at any
meeting of the Council or through the procedure set out in Section 7.5 above, subject to approval
by the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 8.5 Notice by Electronic Mail. Any notice, report, or communication required
or permitted to be given by e-mail under these Bylaws will be deemed to have been duly and
properly given for all purposes if such notice, report, or communication is transmitted to the e-
mail address then on file with the State Bar of Texas. Each Section member shall be solely
responsible for ensuring that he or she has provided the State Bar of Texas with a correct and
current e-mail address.

Section 8.6 Website Copyright Policy. Programs, seminars, and symposia
(collectively, “Program” or “Programs”) shall be encouraged as a means to facilitate continuing
legal education and to promote the purposes of the Section. The Section acknowledges the
author’s right to copyright his or her work, articles, or other written materials used in or at
Section-sponsored Programs. The Section encourages the Program director of all Section-
sponsored Programs to obtain from each author permission to reproduce, distribute and
display the author’s work either by itself or in a collection of works on computer disk or on the
Section’s website, and use such other means of distribution and display in disseminating the
author’s work to Section members and the public. Nothing contained in this Section 8.6,shall

(Deleted: Section 8.6

prohibit or prevent the reproduction, distribution and display of tax-related works from sources
other than Section-sponsored Programs provided that permission is first obtained from the
authors creating such work.

Section 8.7 State of Texas. No action, policy determination, or reccommendation
of the Section or any committee thereof shall be deemed to be, or be referred to as, the action of
the State Bar of Texas prior to submission of the same to, and approval by, the Board of Directors
of the State Bar of Texas, the General Assembly of the State Bar of Texas in annual convention,
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or duly authorized referendum of the State Bar of Texas. Any resolution adopted or action taken
by the Section may be reported by the Chair to the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas
for action thereon upon request for such action by the Council or a majority of the members of the
Section present at any meeting of the Section.

Section 8.8 Confidentiality of Section Member Information. All information
concerning any Section member that is deemed confidential by state or federal law,
including Tex. Govt. Code Ch. 552 and Tex. Occ. Code Ch. 59, including email addresses,
may be used only for official section business and may not be disclosed to the public or
any third party. The Section will take reasonable and necessary precautions to protect the
confidentiality of all such information.

ARTICLE IX

Financial Provisions

Section 9.1. Depositories and Investments. Section funds must be invested
consistent with the State Bar’s Investment Policy as set forth in the State Bar Board of
Directors Policy Manual, as the same may be amended from time to time. Section funds
must be deposited into either a branch of the State Bar banking depository or an
alternative banking depository meeting the requirements of the of the State Bar’s
Investment Policy.

Section 9.2. Financial Books, Records and Reports. The Section must maintain
accurate financial books and records and have appropriate controls on the maintenance
and disbursement of the Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits the inclusion of the
Section’s financial information in the State Bar’s financial statements and audit. The
Section must provide to the State Bar such financial information as may be required for
compliance with the requirements for the independent financial and/or internal audits
of the State Bar as required by applicable law, rules and regulations, and pursuant to the
State Bar’s procedures for reporting section financial reporting, as such procedures may
be amended from time to time. The Section will submit to the Executive Director of the
State Bar by July 15t of each year a budget for the then current fiscal year.

Section 9.3. Sales Tax. To the extent required by law, the Section will collect sales
tax on goods or services that it sells, and will remit monthly to the State Bar all sales tax
collected during the immediately preceding month, along with a report listing the price,
quantity and description of the goods or services so sold in such detail as the State Bar
Accounting Department reasonably may require to ensure compliance with applicable
law, rules and regulations.

Section 9.4. State Bar Assistance. The Section may request the State Bar

Accounting Department to manage Section funds, including depositing dues, managing
operating expenses, issuing checks and preparing financial reports and budgets.
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BYLAWS OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS
AFRICAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS SECTION

ARTICLE_ Name and
Purpose

Section 1. Name. This Section shall be known as the African- American Lawyers
Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Section shall be to piceme%c;th%

ARTICLE 11
Membership and Dues

Section 1. Members. Any member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas, upon
payment of dues for the current year, shall be enrolled as a member of histhis Section.

Section 2. Annual Dues. The annual dues that each member of this Section shall be
required to pay shall be set from time to time by the members of the Council of this Section with
the approval of the Directors of the State Bar of Texas. The annual dues shall be due and payable
in advance each year concurrently with the payment of the regular annual dues of the State Bar of

Texas._The Section's calendar vear is from June 1%to May 31% each vear.

Section 3. Termination of Membership. Any member of this Section whose annual
dues shall be more than six months delinquent or who ceases to be in good standing of the State
Bar of Texas shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Section.

ARTICLE III Officers_
and Council

Section 1. Officers. The officers of this Section shall be a Chairperson;-

R e G K1
Chair-Elect, Secretary and Treasurer, each of whom shall be in _good standing with the Section



and a voting member of the Section—in—geed-standing. Each shall hold office for a term
beginning with the close of the annual meeting at which he or she is elected and ending at the
close of the next succeeding annual meeting of the Section and until his or her successor has been

elected._The Chair-Elect shall become the Chair of the §§gggg in the next calendar year

immediately ending the expiration of their one-vear term. Th rson may hold th ition

Nomination and Election of Officers and Council Members
Section 1. Nominations. Not less than ninety (90) days prior to each annual meeting of

Section 2-——Chairpersoend. Elections. All elections shall be made by majority vote of

the i members of the Section in attendance at the annual meeting and




hall ritten

ballot unless otherwise ordered by resolution duly adopted by the Section at the meeting at which
the election is held.

Representative Membership. Th ing membership of th ion shoul
reflect, as much as possible, the membership of the Section as a whole, taking into consideration
all relevant factors, including, but not limited to, the geographical location of the membership of
the Section as a whole Provided, however, that the representatlon need not be in proportion

Section 1. Chair. The ChairpersonChair shall preside at all meetings of the
CeouneilSection and at-the-annual-meetingof the Seetion—Heor-she-shallCouncil,

formulate and present at each annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas a report of the work of
the Section for the %hen—past year—He-or-she_and shall perform such other dutles and acts as

death, resignation, or refusal to act, the Viee—ChairpersenChair-Elect shall perform the duties
of the ChairpersenChair for the remainder of the Chairpersern’Chair's term, except in case
of the Chairpersen’s-absenece-or-disabilityChair's incapacity and then only during so much
of the term as the m%mw

Section 4-3. Secretary. The Secretary shall be the custodian of all books, papers,
documents, and other property of the Section. He-er—sheThe Secretary shall keep a true record
of the proceedings of all meetings of the Section and of the Council, whether assembled or acting

under submission. With the Chairpersen,—he—or-sheChair and Chair-Elect, the Secretary

shall prepare a summary or digest of the proceedings of the Section at its annual meeting—for-




Section 5-4. Treasurer. The Treasurer-shallreceive-all-duespayable by members-

Council, shall keep an accurate aeeeuntrecord of all e‘rues—ee}leeted—and—ef—&ny—

meniesmoneys appropriated to %Seeﬁm%&epa&ded—fe%%&s%w
th f th tion. The Tr rer shall prepare th | t for th njunction

ARTICLE IVVI
TheDuties and Powers of the Council

Section 1. General Responsibility. The Council shall have general supervision and
control of the affairs of this Section subject to the provisions of the Charter and Bylaws of the
State Bar of Texas and the Bylaws of this Section. It shall adopt procedures to authorize
expenditures of money generally, and shall approve any expenditures, which exceed the amount
of the annual dues collected by the Section and commitments or contracts which involve
obligations for the payment of money by the Section in excess of Five Thousand Dollars_

(85.000.00).

Section 2. Membershio The Coppeil for fhe Soerion oboll eopoiet of the

Ceuneil-Seetion-3-—— Filling Vacancies in Office. The Council, during the interim
between annual meetings of the Section, may fill vacancies in its own membership, in the office
of Secretary or Treasurer, er-in-—the-positionof Editor-of the Newsletter;—or in the event
of a vacancy in both the office of ChairpersernChair and Vice-ChairpersonChair, then in the
office of ChairpersenChair.




Section &-3. Permanent Committees. There shall be a permanent committee to study and
make reports and recommendations concerning legislation and to conduct institutes and
otherwise deal with problems and subjects related to government law practice.

Section 9—4. Special Committees. The Council may authorize the Chairperson to appoint
special committees from Section members, to perform such duties and exercise such powers as
the Council may direct, subject to the limitations of these Bylaws and the Charter and Bylaws of
the State Bar of Texas. Special Committees may be appointed to draft and study proposed
legislation in the field of law of special interest to this Section. The ChairpersernChair and
members of such special committees may, but need not, be members of the Council. The

ChairpersoenChair may designate to whom any special committee shall report.

Section +6-5. Continuing Legal Education. The Council may authorize the study of any
and all problems related to the field of government law practice, may conduct institutes and
seminars and study sessions thereon, and may authorize participation in any institute or meeting
relating to such subject matters conducted by the State Bar of Texas or any section or committee
authorized by it.

et







Section 1. Annual Meeting of Section. The annual meeting of this Section shall be

held during the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas, and at the same city or place, with such
program and order of business as may be arranged.

Section 2. Special Meetings of Section. Special meetings of this Section may be
called by the ehairpersenChair upon approval of the Council, at such time and place and upon
such notice as the Council may determine.

Section 3. Voting at Section Meetings. The members of the Section present at any
meeting shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All binding action of the
Section shall be by majority vote of the members present.

Section 4. Meetings of Council. Special meetings of the Council may be called by the
ChairpersorChair at such place and time as he or she may designate. Regular meetings of the
council shall be held in the fall, winter, and spring at such place and time as the

ChairpersonChair may designate.

Section 5. Voting at Council Meetings. A majority of the members of the Council
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Action by a majority vote of the Council
members present shall constitute the binding action of the Council, except as provided in Section
6 of Article VI. Members of the Council when personally present at a meeting of the council
shall vote in person, but when absent may communicate their vote, in writing, upon any
proposition to the Secretary and have it counted with the same effect as if cast personally at such
meeting.

Section 6. Council Voting on Formal Propositions. The ChairpersenChair of the
Section may, and upon the request of any member of the Council shall, submit or cause to be

submitted in writing to each of the members of the Council, any proposition upon which the
Council may be authorized to act, and the members of the Council may vote upon such
proposition or propositions so submitted by communicating their vote thereon, in writing over
their respective signatures, to the Secretary, who shall record upon his or her minutes each
proposition so submitted, when, how, at whose request same was submitted, and the vote of each
member of the Council thereon, and keep on file such written and signed votes. If the votes of a
majority of the members of Council so recorded shall be in favor of such proposition or if such
majority shall be against such proposition, such majority vote shall constitute the binding action
of the Council.

ARTICLE VIIVIII
Miscellaneous Provision



Section 1. Fiscal Year. The Fiscal Year shall be the same as that of the State Bar of
Texas, which is June 1%to May 31% each vear.

Section 2. Payment of Bills. All bills incurred by this Section, before payment by the
Treasurer, shall be submitted to and approved by the ChairpersernChair or, if the Council shall
so direct, by both of them.

Section 3. Limitation of Compensation. No salary or compensation shall be paid to
any officer, member of the Council, or member of a committee. Nevertheless, a person may be
compensated for work done outside the meetings of the Council on any special study or project,
provided he or she has been employed by vote of the Council.

Section 4. Reimbursement for Expenses. Members of the Council and other persons
expressly requested to attend a Council meeting shall be reimbursed for actual out-of-pocket
expenses incurred in attendance at any meeting of the Council. Members of any committee,
provided that the ChairpersenChair of the Council has approved reimbursement before or after
the meeting. Except for non-Council members expressly requested to attend a Council meeting,
the amount of reimbursement shall not exceed the maximum amount of reimbursement from
time to time established by the Directors of the State Bar of Texas for person attending meetings
of the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas or other official meetings.

Section 5. Exerting Positions on Behalf of State Bar of Texas. No action, policy
determination, or recommendation of this Section or any committee thereof shall be deemed to

be, or be referred to as, the action of the State Bar of Texas prior to submission of the same to,
and approval by, the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas, the General Assembly of the
State Bar of Texas in annual convention, or duly authorized referendum of the State Bar of
Texas. Any resolution adopted or action taken by this Section may on request of this Section be
reported by the ChairpersernChair to the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas for action
thereon.

Section 6. Governmental Authority. The Section through the process -called
“"Governmental Authority,”" may seek the authority to present a position of the State Bar of_
Texas before a public, judicial, executive or legislative body. A position of the Section with
respet-otrespect to which the Governmental Authority process is desired shall be authorized by
the Council only after written notice to all members of the Council of the proposed position to be
adopted and the date at which the position will be considered by the Council. If a proposed
position is adopted by the Council as provided above, thereafter all requirements and procedures
set forth in the Policy Governing Legislative Action by the State Bar of Texas adopted by the
Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas on July 3, 1984, as amended from time to time, with
respect to application, notice, circulation, clearance, objections, disclaimer, presentation, filing
and all other matters shall be strictly followed.

Section 7. Indemnification. Officers and general members of the Council and duly
authorized permanent and general special committee members of the Section shall be
indemnified by the Section for losses and expenses incurred as a result of a suit for any conduct
in the course of their official duties not a result of intentional acts or gross negligence on the part
of such person. The indemnification granted here shall extend to actions at law or in equity.



Notwithstanding the provisions of this indemnification, this indemnification shall be qualified to
the extent that professional liability insurance is maintained by each person and is effective in
this instance, and at no time shall the amount for which any individual may seek indemnification
exceed the amount of funds held on deposit by the Section.

\RTICLE. IX Fi ial
—E . .
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These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of hethe Section provided such proposed
amendment shall first have been presented in writing to the ChairpersernChair and approved
by a majority of the members of the Section present and voting at a meeting at which such
amendment is considered. No amendment so adopted shall become effective until same shall
have also been approved by the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas. Notice that an
amendment to these Bylaws is to be considered shall be contained in the notice to the members
of the Section of the meeting at which such amendment is to be considered.

CERTIFICATION
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1.1

1.2

2.1.

2.2,

2.3,

3.1.

BYLAWS OF THE IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW SECTION OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

ARTICLE I
NAME AND PURPOSE

Name. This Section shall be known as the Immigration & Nationality Law Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Purpose. The mission of the State Bar of Texas Immigration & Nationality Law Section is to promote the
administration and development of Immigration & Nationality Law in the State of Texas; to assist members
currently engaged in practicing this diverse and dynamic area of the law; to sponsor and promote advanced CLE
programs covering various topics within this 'practice; and, to provide updates on legislation, community-outreach
projects, and policy changes affecting this area of the law in a semi-annual newsletter to members.

ARTICLE I
Members and Dues

Members.
a. Voting Members. Voting Members of the Section are those licensed Texas attorneys who are members in

good standing of the State Bar, have joined the Section and are current in the payment of their Section dues.
Only Voting Members may vote in Section elections and on matters coming before the Section members for

action.
b. Associate Members, Associate members of the Section are those individuals who are not licensed to practice _
law in Texas, ,out of state attorneys, paralegals, law students, BIA accredited individuals, and
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non-attorney academics, who have joined the Section and are current in the payment of their Section dues.
Associate Members may not hold themselves out as being members of the State Bar or make any
representation that they are licensed by the State Bar. Associate Members shall have no Section member
voting rights.

Section Dues. Each member of the Section shall pay annual Section dues in the amount established from time to
time by Section Council and approved by the State Bar Board of Directors. Section dues shall be due and payable

on or before June 1 of each year.

Termination of Membership._On the occurrence of any of the following, a Section member shall immediately
cease to be a member of the Section without any further action required:

Any member who isbelinquent on payment of Section dues;

oo

. Any Voting Member who ceases to be a member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas;
c.  Any Associate Member who is found by a majority vote of the Council to have represented himself or herself
as a member of the State Bar or as a member licensed by the State Bar.

ARTICLE Ill
Council and Officers
Council

a. The powers, business and property of the Section shall be conducted, controlled and managed by a Council,
to the extent authorized by law and the policies of the State Bar.

b. The Council is comprised of the following members:
i Nine (9) elected Council members, all of whom must be voting members of the Section in good
standing;
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3.2,

c. Terms.
i
ii.
Officers.

The Section Officers;

The State Bar of Texas President and President-Elect as non-voting ex officio members; and

Such other non-voting ex officio members appointed by the Council as it may from time to time
determine by resolution.

Elected Council members shall serve three-year terms, commencing on the adjournment of the
Section’s annual meeting at which they are elected and ending on the adjournment of the third
Section’s annual meeting thereafter or, if later, when their successors have been elected and have
assumed office. Three elected Council members shall be elected each year in accordance with the
election provisions below. No elected Council member may serve more than two consecutive three-
year terms.

The terms of the Section Officers on the Council shall be commensurate with their terms in office.

a. The Officers of the Section are:

i
ii.
jii.
iv.
2

b. Terms.

The Immediate Past Chair;
The Chair;

The Chair-Elect;

The ;

The ;

Section Officers serve one-year terms, commencing on the adjournment of the Section’s annual

meeting and ending on the adjournment of the next Section’s annual meeting.

c. Succession. The
limited to the Council members. At the completion of each one-year term, the

Chair succeeds to serve as Immediate Past Chair. The election provisions do not apply to

is elected in accordance with the election provisions below, except from a slate
succeeds to serve as
, the succeeds to serve as Chair-Elect, the Chair-Elect succeeds to serve as Chair, and the
, Chair-

Elect, Chair, and Immediate Past Chair.

Notice is sufficient if made by electronic mail, US mail, prominent posting on the Section’s website, or

ARTICLE IV
Nominations and Elections

positions whose terms expire that year.

published in the Section’s newsletter.

Nominations for Secretary position. The Nominating Committee will also call for nominations for the

Secretary position apart from the elected Council member positions.

Nominations for Secretary are

limited to elected Council members who have served at least one year of their three-year terms. Upon
nomination, the Nominating Committee will confirm that the nominee wishes to be considered for the
election.

Nominations. Any member of the Section may submit nominations to any member of the Nominating
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Committee during the time beginning on the date of the notification and ending 90 days before the
Section’s next annual meeting. Upon receipt of a nomination, the Nominating Committee will confirm
that the nominee wishes to be considered for the election. From the candidates who have accepted
nomination, and any additional candidates chosen by the Nominating Committee, the Nominating
Committee will nominate at least two individuals for each position up for election and will notify the
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d. Asylum & Refugee Issues. An elected Council member will be designated to lead a committee focused on > 4

Asylum & Refugee Immigration issues and shall preside at all meetings of the Asylum & Refugee Issues
Committee and shall otherwise perform such duties as delegated by the Chair.

e. Non-Profit Immigration Services. An elected Council member will be designated to lead a committee focused
on Non-Profit Immigration Services and shall coordinate pro bono opportunities for Section members shall
supervise the Section's non-profit activities and shall otherwise perform such duties as delegated by the Chair.

f. Conference Planning & Publications. An elected Council member will be designated to lead a committee
focused on Conference Planning & Publications and shall organize and oversee the annual conference for
the Section and any other conferences, shall coordinate all Section publications, and shall otherwise perform
such duties as delegated by the Chair.

ARTICLE V
Duties and Powers of Officers
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5.1.

6.1.

6.2.

Section Officers:

a. Chair. The Chair will preside at all meetings of this Section and of the Council, plan and supervise the activities
of the Section, serve on the State Bar’s Council of Chairs and perform such other duties and acts as usually
pertain to the office

b. Chair-Elect. The Chair-Elect will perform the duties of Chair during the disability or absence of the Chair and
will perform other such duties as directed by the Chair or the Council.

c. Secretary. The Secretary will serve as the custodian of the books, reports and records of the Section, with the
exception of the financial records, keep a correct record of the proceedings in all meetings of the Section and
the Council, and maintain the rosters of the Section members, the Section committees and the Council.

d. Treasurer. The Treasurer will serve as the custodian of all financial reports of the Section, receive all dues and
other funds paid to the Section, provide required financial information to the State Bar, invest the funds of
the Section subject to the requirements and parameters established by the State Bar and provide financial
reports to the Council at each of its meetings. Subject to requirements of the State Bar and the approval of
the Council, the Treasurer, along with the Chair, has full authority to appoint depositories of the funds of the
Section and to make deposits thereto and withdrawals therefrom.

ARTICLE VI
Duties and Powers of the Council
Authority. Subject to applicable law and the policies of the State Bar, the Council will have general supervision
and control of the affairs of this Section to ensure that the purposes and objectives of the Section are carried out.
The Council will supervise the expenditure of funds received by the Section from dues and all other Section
activities.

Committees

a. Establishment. From time to time, the Council may establish additional committees and task forces as it deems

advisable to perform such duties and exercise such powers as the Council directs, subject to the limitations of

these Bylaws, the policies and procedures of the State Bar of Texas and all applicable law.

b. Membership of Council Committees. Members of Council committees will consist of Council members and
such non-voting ex officio section members as the Council determines. The Chair, with the advice of the Chair-
Elect, will appoint the membership of Council committees, subject to the approval of the Council.

c. Membership of Standing Committees. The Council may establish the terms of membership on Section
committees and may vest in the Chair or the Chair-Elect or both, to appoint members to Section committees
under the guidelines and restrictions the Council imposes. Membership of Section committees may consist of
Voting Members of the Section.

d. Standing Committees: Until otherwise determined by action of the Council, the standing committees of the
Section will be led by their respective and will include, but are not limited to:

a. Employment-based Issues Committee;

b. Family-based Issues Committee;

c. Deport & Removal Issues Committee;

d. Asylee & Refugee Issues Committee;

e. Non-Profit Immigration Services Committee;

f. Conference Planning & Publications Committee.

e. Committee Reports. The Council will monitor the activities and functions of the Section committees and may

require such committees to report to the Council with such frequency as the Council deems advisable.
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7.1

7.2

ARTICLE VII
MEETINGS

Meetings of the Council

Quorum. A quorum of the Council consists of a simple majority of the voting Council members. No action
may be taken at any Council meeting without the presence of a quorum of the Council.

Voting. Unless otherwise stated in these Bylaws or required by the policies of the State Bar, all binding actions
of the Council must be by a majority vote of the voting Council members present at the Council meeting.
Voting may be by written ballot, hand count, or voice vote. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed. Except as
may be otherwise provided by these Bylaws, Council meetings shall be governed by the then current edition
of Roberts Rules of Order.

Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Council shall be held in the fall, winter, and spring_and summer,
at such time and place as determined by the Chair. Notice of regular meetings will be delivered to Council
members by electronic mail or US mail at least ten days prior to the date of the meeting.

Special meetings. Special meetings of the Council may be held at such time and place as determined by the
Chair for the purpose of taking such necessary or emergency action as may be required before the next
scheduled regular Council meeting. Notice of a special meeting will be delivered to Council members by
electronic mail or US mail at least three days prior to the date of the meeting. The notice must describe the
general purpose or purposes of the meeting and the reason a special meeting is deemed necessary. A quorum
of the Council members may waive the notification requirement by affirmative vote at the special meeting.

Waiver of Notice by Attendance. Attendance of a Council member at a Council meeting constitutes waiver of
notice unless the Council member’s attendance is expressly for the purpose of objecting to the transaction of
business at the meeting without adequate notice.

Participation. With the approval of the Chair, Council members may participate in Council meetings by
teleconference or videoconference. A Council member participating by teleconference or videoconference is
counted toward a quorum and may vote on any matters coming before the Council meeting.

Section Meetings

a.

Annual Meeting. The Section will hold an annual meeting at such time and place as determined by the Chair
and approved by the Council. Notice of the annual meeting will be provided to Section members at least 20
days prior to the meeting and may be delivered by electronic mail, US mail, or prominent posting on the
Section’s website

Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Section may be held at such time and place as may be determined
by the Chair and approved by the Council. Notice of a special meeting shall be provided to Section members
at least 3 days prior to the meeting and may be delivered by electronic mail, US mail, or posting on the
homepage of the Section’s website. The notice must describe the general purpose or purposes of the special
meeting and the reason the special meeting is deemed necessary.

Quorum and Voting. At all Section meetings, a quorum consists of a simple majority of the Voting Members
present at the meeting. Voting may be by written ballot_(subject to the terms for email voting described
above) hand count, or voice vote. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed.

Meeting Attendance. A member who attends a meeting by teleconference or video conference shall be
counted as present at such meeting.
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8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

9.1.

9.2,

9.3.

9.4.

Committee Meetings. The Employment-Based Issues, Family-Based Issues, Removal & Deportation Issues,
Asylum & Refugee Issues, Non-Profit Immigration Services, and Conference Planning & Publications
Committees shall each meet

at the
Annual Meeting of this Section or at such other time and place as the of the respective
Committee, in consultation with the Chair, shall deem appropriate.

ARTICLE VIl
Financial Provisions

Depositories and Investments. Section funds must be invested consistent with the State Bar’s Investment Policy
as set forth in the State Bar Board of Directors Policy Manual, as the same may be amended from time to time.
Section funds must be deposited into either a branch of the State Bar banking depository or an alternative banking
depository meeting the requirements of the State Bar’s Investment Policy.

Financial Books, Records, and Reports. The Section must maintain accurate financial books and records and have
appropriate controls on the maintenance and disbursement of the Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits
the inclusion of the Section’s financial information in the State Bar’s financial statements and audit. The Section
must provide to the State Bar such financial information as may be required for compliance with the requirements
for the independent financial and/or internal audits of the State Bar as required by applicable law, rules and
regulations, and pursuant to the State Bar’s procedures for reporting section financial reporting, as such
procedures may be amended from time to time. The Section will submit to the Executive Director of the State Bar
by July 15%" of each year a budget for the then current fiscal year.

Sales Tax. To the extent required by law, the Section will collect sales tax on goods or services that it sells, and will
remit monthly to the State Bar all sales tax collected during the immediately preceding month, along with a report
listing the price, quantity and description of the goods or services so sold in such detail as the State Bar Accounting
Department reasonably may require to ensure compliance with applicable law, rules, and regulations.

State Bar Assistance. The Section may request the State Bar Accounting Department to manage Section funds,
including depositing dues, managing operating expenses, issuing checks and preparing financial reports and
budgets.

ARTICLE IX
Governmental Authority

Section Action not Action of the State Bar of Texas. No action, policy, determination, or recommendation of this
Section or any committee thereof shall be deemed to be, or be referred to as, the action of the State Bar of Texas
prior to submission of the same to, and approval by, the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas, the General
assembly of the State Bar of Texas in annual convention, or duly-authorized referendum of the State Bar of Texas.
Any resolution adopted or action taken by this Section may on request of this Section be reported by the Chair to
the State Bar of Texas for action thereon.

Governmental Authority Process. This Section, through the process called "Governmental Authority," may seek
the authority to present a position of the State Bar of Texas before a public, judicial, executive or legislative body.

Required Council Action. A position of this Section with respect to which the Governmental Authority process is
desired shall be authorized by the Council only after written notice to all members of the Council of the proposed
position to be adopted and the date at which the position will be considered by the Council. The proposed position
must be adopted by a quorum vote of the Council.

Compliance with Governmental Authority Handbook. If a proposed position is adopted by the Council as
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10.1.

10.2.

10.3.

10.4.

10.5

10.6.

10.7.

10.8.

10.9.

provided in Section 3 immediately preceding, thereafter all requirements and procedures set forth in the
Governmental Authority Handbook dated January 30, 1981, as amended from time to time, with respect to
application, notice, circulation, clearance, objections, disclaimer, presentation, filing and all other matters shall be
strictly followed.

ARTICLE X
Miscellaneous

Political or Social Policy Advocacy Position. No position may be taken by the Section or its members in the name
of the Section or the State Bar that advocates or advances a political or social policy position in violation of State
Bar policies, the State Bar Act, the State Bar Rules, or any other applicable state or federal law.

Section Name Change. The Section may not change its name without the approval of the State Bar Board of
Directors in accordance with the then current State Bar policies and procedures.

Confidentiality of Section Member Information. All information concerning any Section member that is deemed
confidential by state or federal law, including Tex. Govt. Code Ch. 552 and Tex. Occ. Code Ch. 59, including email
addresses, may be used only for official section business and may not be disclosed to the public or any third party.
The Section will take reasonable and necessary precautions to protect the confidentiality of all such information.

Amendment of Bylaws. These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the Section by a majority vote of the
Voting Members present and voting, provided that any proposed amendment is first approved by a majority of
the Council and notice of the proposed amendment in accordance with these Bylaws has been provided to all
Voting Members at least 30 days prior to the meeting at which the amendment will be considered. No amendment
will become effective until approved by the State Board of Directors in accordance with the then current State Bar
policies and procedures.

Approval by the State Bar of Texas. Any action by this Section must be approved by the State Bar of Texas before
it becomes effective as action of the State Bar. Any resolution adopted or action taken by this Section may, on
request of the Section, be reported by the Chair of this Section to the Annual Meeting of the State Bar of Texas
for action thereon by the State Bar of Texas.

Effectiveness. These Bylaws shall become effective upon approval thereof by the Board of Directors of the State
Bar of Texas, and upon adoption by this Section.

Printing. Unless the Council determines it is prudent to proceed otherwise, all printing for this Section or for any
committee of this Section shall be done under the supervision of the headquarters office of the State Bar of Texas.

Electronically Communicated Notices. Email, facsimile and other electronic communication shall constitute notice
for all purposes of these Bylaws.

Cooperation with Other Sections. In order to facilitate cooperation and communications with other Sections of
the State Bar of Texas, the Council may appoint an ex officio member to or a liaison with any Section of the State
Bar of Texas.
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BYLAWS OF THE
CHILD PROTECTION LAW SECTION
OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

ARTICLEI.
Name and Purpose

1.1 Name. This Section shall be known as the Child Protection Law Section of the State Bar of
Texas.

1.2 Purpose. The purpose of the Child Protection Law Section shall be to promote the objectives
of the State Bar of Texas by improving the practice of Child Protection Law and by educating
Texas attorneys who practice in this area, subject to the Bylaws of this Section and the laws,
rules, and regulations of the State Bar of Texas.

ARTICLE II.
Members and Dues

2.1 Members.

a. Voting Members. Voting Members of the Section are those licensed Texas attorneys
who are members in good standing of the State Bar, have joined the Section, and are
current in the payment of their Section dues. Only voting members may vote in Section
elections and on matters coming before the Section members for action.

b. Associate Members. Associate members of the Section are those individuals who are
not licensed to practice law in Texas and are limited to paralegals who are members in
good standing of the paralegal division or law students currently enrolled at an accredited
Texas law school, who have joined the Section and are current in the payment of their
Section dues. Associate members may not hold themselves out as being members of the
State Bar or make any representation that they are licensed by the State Bar. Associate
members shall have no Section member voting rights.

2.2 Section Dues. Each member of the Section shall pay annual Section dues in an
amount established from time to time by the Section Council and approved by the
State Bar Board of Directors. Section dues shall be due and payable on or before
June 1 of each year.

2.3 Termination of Membership. On the occurrence of any of the following, a
Section member shall immediately cease to be a member of the Section without
any further action required:

a. any member who is not current in the payment of section dues;

b. any Voting Member who ceases to be a member in good standing of the
State Bar of Texas;
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c. any Associate Member who is found by a majority vote of the Council to
have represented himself or herself as a member of the State Bar or as a
member licensed by the State Bar.

ARTICLE IIl.
Council and Officers

3.1 Council.
a. The powers, business, and property of the Section shall be conducted,
controlled, and managed by a Council, to the extent authorized by law and
the policies of the State Bar.
b. The Council is composed of the following members:

i. Nine (9) elected at-large Council members, all of whom must be
voting members of the Section in good standing;

ii. The Section Officers as described herein;

iii. The State Bar of Texas President and President-Elect as non-voting
ex officio members;

iv.Past Chairs of the Section and of the Child Abuse and Neglect
Committee as non-voting ex officio members; and

v. Such other non-voting ex officio members appointed by the Council
as it may from time to time determine by resolution.

c. Terms. Elected Council members shall serve three-year terms,
commencing on the adjournment of the Section’s annual meeting at which
they are elected and ending on the adjournment of the Section’s third annual
meeting thereafter or, if later, when their successors have been elected and
have assumed office. Three elected Council members shall be elected each
year in accordance with the election provisions below. No elected Council
member may serve more than two consecutive three-year terms.

3.2 Officers.
a. The Officers of the Section are:
i. the Chair;

ii. the Immediate Past-Chair;
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iii. the Chair-Elect;

iv. the Vice Chair

V. the Secretary; and - Deleted:i

vi. the Treasurer.

b. Terms. Section Officers are elected in accordance with the election
provisions below and serve one-year terms, commencing on the
adjournment of the Section’s annual meeting at which they are elected and
ending on the adjournment of the Section’s next annual meeting or, if later,
when their successors have been elected and have assumed office. No
officer may serve more than one consecutive elected term.

c. Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall consist of the
Officers listed in section 3.2 above.

ARTICLE IV.
Nominations and Elections

4.1 Nominations.

a. Appointment. Within 90 days after assuming office, the Chair will appoint
a Nominating Committee consisting of five (5) individuals, including the Chair
and Immediate Past-Chair, one elected Council member, and two other
voting members of the Section.

b. Notice. Within 30 days following the appointment of the Nominating
Committee, the Chair will cause notice to be given to the voting members of
the Section, identifying the members of the Nominating Committee and
calling for nominations for Chair-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, elected Council
members whose terms expire that year, and for any vacancies created by
unexpired terms. Notice is sufficient if made by electronic mail, U.S. mail,
prominent posting on the Section’s website, or publication in the Section’s
newsletter.

c. Nominations. Any member of the Section may submit nominations to any
member of the Nominating Committee, for any open position, during the
time beginning on the date of the notification and ending 90 days before the
Section’s next annual meeting. Upon receipt of a nomination, the
Nominating Committee will confirm that each nominee wishes to be
considered for election. From the candidates who have accepted
nomination, the Nominating Committee will select one individual for each
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position up for election and will notify the voting members of the full
nominations slate. Notification of nominations will be delivered or published
no later than 30 days prior to the Section’s annual meeting. Such notification
may be made by electronic mail, U.S. mail, prominent posting on the
Section’s website, or publication in the Section’s newsletter.

4.2 Elections. The voting members present at the Section’s annual meeting will
elect the Chair-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, council members to fill the three expired
terms and council member(s) to fill any unexpired vacant terms, from the
Nominating Committee’s nominees or from nominations made from the floor.
Elections will be by simple majority; voting may be by written ballot or show of
hands as the Council deems appropriate.

4.3 Chair Succession. Upon the expiration of the Chair’s term, the Chair-Elect will
assume the office of Chair.

4.4 Vacancies.

a. Inability to Serve. Upon any member of the Council’s death, disability,
resignation or termination of section membership, that place shall be
deemed vacant.

b. Removal for Absences. If any member of the Board of Directors
accumulates two consecutive absences from properly noticed meetings
that are not excused by the Chair, the Chair shall notify the council member
that his/her position is deemed vacated.

c. Vacancy by the Chair. In the event the Chair’s position is vacated, the
Chair-Elect shall perform the duties of the Chair for the remainder of the
Chair’s term or disability.

d. Other Vacancies. In the event of any other vacancy, the Council may fill
the vacancy by appointment. The person so filling the vacancy will serve until
the close of the next Section annual meeting. The remainder of any elected
Council member’s vacated, unexpired term will be filled by election at the
next Section annual meeting in accordance with these Bylaws.
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ARTICLE V.
Duties and Powers of Officers

5.1 Chair. The Chair will preside over all meetings of the Section and of the Council,
plan and supervise the activities of the Section, serve on the State Bar’s Council of
Chairs Committee, and perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to the
office.

5.2 Chair-Elect. The Chair-Elect will perform the duties of Chair during the disability
or absence of the Chair and will perform such other duties as directed by the Chair
or the Council.

5.3 The Vice-Chair will perform the duties of the Chair during the absence or
disability of the Chair and the Chair-Elect and will perform such other duties as
directed by the Chair or the council.

5.4 Secretary. The Secretary will serve as the custodian of the books, reports, and

records of the Section, with the exception of the financial records, keep a correct
record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Section and the Council, and
maintain the rosters of the Section members, the Section committees, and the
Council.

5.5 Treasurer. The Treasurer will serve as the custodian of all financial reports of the
Section, receive all dues and other funds paid to the Section, provide required
financial information to the State Bar, invest the funds of the Section subject to the
requirements and parameters established by the State Bar, and provide financial
reports to the Council at each of its meetings. Subject to requirements of the State
Bar and the approval of the Council, the Treasurer, has full authority to appoint
depositories of the funds of the Section and to make deposits thereto and
withdrawals therefrom.

5.6, Immediate Past Chair. The Immediate Past Chair shall perform such duties as

= (Deleted:B

o (Deleted: 5

directed by the Chair and the Council.

5.7 Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall consist of each of the

o (Deleted: 6

section officers and is empowered to take action with regard to the time-sensitive
affairs of the Section, between regular meetings of the council and may authorize
expenditures up to $250 without a vote of the full council.
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ARTICLE VI.
Duties and Powers of the Council

6.1 Authority. Subject to applicable law and the policies of the State Bar, the
Council will have general supervision and control of the affairs of the Section to
ensure that the purposes and objectives of the Section are carried out. The Council
will supervise the expenditure of funds received by the Section from dues and all
other Section activities.

6.2. Council Committees.

a. Establishment. From time to time, the Council may establish such
committees and task forces as it deems advisable to perform such duties
and exercise such powers as the Council directs, subject to the limitations
of these Bylaws, the policies and procedures of the State Bar of Texas, and
all applicable law.

b. Membership of Council Committees. Membership of Council committees
will consist of Council members, members-at-large, and such non-voting
ex officio members as the Council determines. The Chair will appoint the
chair and members of each committee.

c. Standing Committees. Until otherwise determined by action of the
Council, the standing committees of the Section will include, but are not
limited to:

i. Newsletter/Publications Editorial Committee;
ii. Technology/Website Committee;

iii. Continuing Legal Education Committee;

iv. Legislative Committee;

v. Communications Committee

vi. Scope Committee
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vii Nominations Committee
viii Executive Committee

d. Standing Committee Reports. The Council will monitor the activities
and functions of the Section committees and may require such
committees to report to the Council with such frequency as the Council
deems advisable.

ARTICLE VII.
Meetings

7.1 Meetings of the Council.

a. Quorum. A quorum of the Council consists of a simple majority of the
voting Council members. No action may be taken at any Council meeting
without the presence of a quorum of the Council.

b. Voting. Unless otherwise stated in these Bylaws or required by the policies
of the State Bar, all binding actions of the Council must be by a majority vote
of the voting Council members. Voting may be by written ballot, hand count,
or voice vote. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed. Except as may be
otherwise provided in these Bylaws, Council meetings shall be governed by
the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order.

c. Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Council shall be held in the
summer, winter, spring and fall, at such time and place as determined by the
Chair. Notice of regular meetings will be delivered to Council members by
electronic mail or U.S. mail at least ten days prior to the date of the meeting.

d. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Council may be held at such time
and place as determined by the Chair for the purpose of taking such necessary
or emergency action as may be required before the next scheduled regular
Council meeting. Notice of a special meeting will be delivered to the Council
members by electronic mail or U.S. mail at least three days prior to the date
of the meeting. The notice must describe the general purpose or purposes of
the meeting and the reason a special meeting is deemed necessary. A
qguorum of the Council members may waive the notification requirement by
affirmative vote at the special meeting.

e. Waiver of Notice by Attendance. Attendance of a Council member at a
Council meeting constitutes waiver of notice unless the Council member’s
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attendance is expressly for the purpose of objecting to the transaction of
business at the meeting without adequate notice.

f. Participation. With the approval of the Chair, Council members may
participate in Council meetings by teleconference or videoconference. A
Council member participating by teleconference or videoconference is
counted toward a quorum and may vote on any matters coming before the
Council at the meeting.

g. Actions in Lieu of Meeting. With the written consent of two-thirds of the
voting members of the Council, the Council may take action on a matter
concerning the Section through the use of electronic mail or U.S. mail. In such
event, the Chair will send notice by electronic mail or U.S. mail to all Council
members with an explanation of the action and fiscal impact of the action, if
any, and will request each member of the Council to cast their vote for or
against the action by electronic mail to the entire council. Upon receipt of all
votes, the Secretary will notify the Council members of the result.

7.2 Section Meetings.

a. Annual Meeting. The Section will hold an annual meeting at such time and
place as determined by the Chair and approved by the Council. Notice of the
annual meeting will be provided to Section members at least 30 days prior to
the meeting and may be delivered by electronic mail, U.S. mail, or prominent
posting on the Section’s website.

b. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Section may be held at such
time and place as may be determined by the Chair and approved by the
Council. Notice of a special meeting shall be provided to Section members at
least 10 days prior to the meeting and may be delivered by electronic mail,
U.S. mail, or posting on the homepage of the Section’s website. The notice
must describe the general purpose or purposes of the special meeting and
the reason a special meeting is deemed necessary.

c. Quorum and Voting. At all Section meetings, a quorum consists of a simple
majority of voting members present at the meeting. Voting may be by written
ballot, hand count, or voice vote. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed.

ARTICLE VIII.
Financial Provisions

8.1 Depositories and Investments. Section funds must be invested consistent with
the State Bar’s Investment Policy as set forth in the State Bar Board of Directors
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Policy Manual, as the same may be amended from time to time. Section funds
must be deposited into either a branch of the State Bar banking depository or an
alternative banking depository meeting the requirements of the State Bar’s
Investment Policy.

8.2 Financial Books, Records, and Reports. The Section must maintain accurate
financial books and records and have appropriate controls on the maintenance and
disbursement of the Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits the inclusion of
the Section’s financial information in the State Bar’s financial statements and audit.
The Section must provide to the State Bar such financial information as may be
required for compliance with the requirements for the independent financial
and/or internal audits of the State Bar as required by applicable law, rules, and
regulations, and pursuant to the State Bar’s procedures for reporting section
financial reporting, as such procedures may be amended from time to time. The
Section will submit to the Executive Director of the State Bar by July 15 of each year
a budget for the then-current fiscal year.

8.3 Sales Tax. To the extent required by law, the Section will collect sales tax on
goods or services that it sells, and will remit monthly to the State Bar all sales tax
collected during the immediately preceding month, along with a report listing the
price, quantity, and description of the goods or services so sold in such detail as the
State Bar Accounting Department reasonably may require to ensure compliance
with applicable law, rules, and regulations.

8.4 State Bar Assistance. The Section may request the State Bar Accounting
Department to manage Section funds, including depositing dues, managing
operating expenses, issuing checks, and preparing financial reports and budgets.

ARTICLE IX.
Miscellaneous

9.1 Political or Social Policy Advocacy Position. No position may be taken by the
Section or its members in the name of the Section or the State Bar that advocates
or advances a political or social policy position in violation of State Bar policies, the
State Bar Act, the State Bar Rules, or any other applicable state or federal law.

9.2 Section Name Change. The Section may not change its name without the

approval of the State Bar Board of Directors in accordance with the then-current
State Bar policies and procedures.

9.3 Confidentiality of Section Member Information. All information concerning any
Section member that is deemed confidential by state or federal law, including Tex.
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Gov't Code Ch. 552 and Tex. Occ. Code Ch. 59, including email addresses, may be
used only for official section business and may not be disclosed to the public or any
third party. The Section will take reasonable and necessary precautions to protect
the confidentiality of all such information.

9.4 Amendment of Bylaws. These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the
Section by a majority vote of the Voting Members present and voting, provided
that any proposed amendment is first approved by a majority of the Council and
notice of the proposed amendment in accordance with these Bylaws has been
provided to all Voting Members at least 30 days prior to the meeting at which the
amendment will be considered. No amendment will become effective until
approved by the State Bar Board of Directors in accordance with the then-current
State Bar policies and procedures.

Approved by the State Bar Board of Directors on the day of September, 2019.

These Bylaws were originally approved by the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors on 26th day of
January, 2018.

Amended: New Vice Chair Position — September 2019
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A Resolution Honoring Audrey M. Vicknair

Whereas Audrey Mullert Vicknair has been a licensed Texas attorney since November 1991 after earning her Doctor of Jurisprudence from the University of
Houston,

Nereas As. Vicknair bas built a thriving practice as a solo practitioner board-certified in appellate law,

Jw[]ﬂ‘fﬂﬁ Ms. Vicknair bas 20 years qf ex]aerience 6ancf[ing civil cy)})eafs in South Texas, arcguing ngore the Texas Supreme Court and the s5th Circuit Court gf ﬂ]a]aea[s
in New Orleans,

Wlereas s, Vicknair has served on the board gf directors for the Corpus Christi Bar Association in every capacity and currentﬁ» serves as chair (_)f the ﬂ]a]ae[ﬁzte
Section,

Jw[]ﬂ‘fﬂﬁ Ms. Vicknair is an active member (y[ the State Bar (f Texas ﬂj)j)e[[ate Section and currentﬁz serves on the section council,
ADNEreas As. Vicknair is an energetic steward for the Texas Bar Foundation, giving of her time and efforts since 2011,

fereas Ms. Vicknair has a  passion for the rule of law and community service as evidenced 6)/ her tireless devotion to the board gf the Corpus Christi Crime Stoppers
for more than 15 years,

%[}El‘tﬂﬁ Ms. Vicknair has been an eager })am’cﬁ)ant in numerous CCBA pro bono and community activities,
Wfereas s, Vicknair is we[[—res})ecteof Ey her ‘peers and known for her ‘joyous yet humble demeanor in service to her yrofession and community,

Be It Theeefore Resoloed thar the State Bar of Texas honors Audrey M. Vicknair with this resolution for her stellar commitment to the legal profession, and her
dedicated service to the Corpus Christi Bar Association, the local community, and the residents themselves.

Resolution AOPLed this 20th day of September 2019 by the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Randall O. Sorrels, President Larry P McDougal, President-Elect
State Bar (_)f Texas State Bar (_)f Texas
witnessed by

Jerry C. Alexandet, Chair of the Board
State Bar of Texas

Trey Apffel, Executive Director
State Bar of Texas



4 Resolution Honoring Tracy O. Figueroa

hereas Tracy Odvody Figueroa has been a licensed Texas attorney since November 2001 after earning her Doctor of Jurisprudence from Washington University
School g[ Law in Missouri,

hereas As. Figueroa leads Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Inc.s Disaster Assistance Group, which coordinates outreach in communities affected by disaster and works
with local, state, and national partners on recovery efforts,

%[]El‘tﬂﬁ TRLAs Disaster Assistance Group With Ms, jfégueroa at the helm 66@5 thousands cf South, West, and Central Texans in the midst gf disaster secure
financial assistance from the federal government and insurance companies, replace lost or damaged documents, fight contractor fraud, settle landlord-tenant disputes
and access many other important services,

hereas As. Figueroa is nationally known for her work in disaster recovery services and has been a panelist on the topic for the State Bar of Texas, American Bar
Association, and Le{ga[ Services Cor]aomtion,

Dhereas As. Figueroa’s work has provided opportunities for her to travel the nation and offer technical assistance to other agencies on how to organize legal services
work cfuring a disaster,

Dhereas The Poverty Law Section of the State Bar of Texas presented Ms. Figueroa with a 2017 Impact Award for her tireless efforts to organize TRLAS legal aid
response in the wake g[ Hurricane Harvey,

Whereas Colleagues report Ms. Figueroa is extremely dedicated and always focused on how better to help others and as a result attracts talented and passionate lawyers
to her team,

Be It Theeefore Resoloed rhar the State Bar of Texas honors Tracy O. Figueroa with this resolution for her outstanding commitment to the legal profession, and ber
dedicated service to Texas T{iogmnoﬁe Le(ga[ Aid nc. and the residents gr South, West, and Central Texas.

Resolution AOPLed this 20th day of September 2019 by the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Randall O. Sorrels, President Larry P Mc@ougu£ President-Elect
State Bar of Texas State Bar of Texas
witnessed by

Jerry C. Alexandet, Chair of the Board
State Bar of Texas

Trey ﬂj)ﬁﬁ Executive Director
State Bar g[ Texas
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McDonald Lawsuit Update — September 2019

Timeline of McDonald Litigation

e March6

Plaintiffs filed complaint

e March 25

Plaintiffs filed motion for preliminary injunction and motion for partial
summary judgment on liability

e April 25 — July 22

Amicus briefs filed in support of Plaintiffs:
o Texas Attorney General Ken Paxton
e Goldwater Institute

Amicus briefs filed in support of the State Bar:
o Texas Legal Ethics Counsel

e Former Presidents of the State Bar of Texas, Former Chairs of the
Texas Bar College, and Former Chairs of the State Bar of Texas
Council of Chairs

e Texas Access to Justice Commission

e Concerned Lawyers of Color

e May 13 State Bar filed responsive briefs, cross-motion for summary judgment, and
motion to dismiss for lack of subject-matter jurisdiction

e May 23 Status conference held; Court scheduled summary-judgment merits hearing
for August 1. Plaintiffs agreed to pay their 2019-2020 State Bar dues.

e May 31 Plaintiffs filed responses and replies. Plaintiffs amended the complaint in
response to the State Bar’s motion to dismiss, and added the Chief
Disciplinary Counsel of the State Bar and the members of the State Bar
Commission for Lawyer Discipline as defendants to the case

e June4 Court dismissed without prejudice the State Bar’s motion to dismiss

e June 18 State Bar filed reply in support of cross-motion for summary judgment

e July 15 Plaintiffs and Defendants filed a joint stipulation regarding the defendants in
the action

e Augustl Summary-judgment merits hearing held; motion for preliminary injunction

dismissed

e August 30 &
September 4

State Bar filed notice of supplemental authority informing the Court of the
Eighth Circuit’s favorable decision in Fleck v. Wetch, and Plaintiffs filed
response
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McDonald Lawsuit Update — September 2019

State Bar Arguments on Cross-Motion for Summary Judgment

The State Bar argues that Plaintiffs’ facial challenge to membership in the State
Bar is clearly foreclosed by binding Supreme Court precedent in Keller and
Lathrop.

Count Il

The State Bar argues that Plaintiffs’ challenge to specific State Bar expenditures
fails because all of the State Bar’s expenditures are consistent with Keller as they
relate to regulating the legal profession and improving the quality of legal services.

Count Il

The State Bar argues that Plaintiffs’ challenge to the State Bar’s procedures for
providing members with a refund for expenditures with which they disagree fails
because all of the State Bar’'s expenditures are germane under Keller.
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McDonald Lawsuit Update — September 2019

Related Lawsuits Against State Bars

Eighth Circuit e April 2019 — Amicus briefs filed in support of the State Bar of
Fleck v. Wetch North Dakota:
(North Dakota Bar) e Chuck Herring for Texas Legal Ethics Counsel; State Bar of

California; joint brief of several integrated state bars (Alaska,
Michigan, etc.); Missouri Bar

e April 18 — Appellant filed his reply brief
e June 13 — Oral argument held

e August 30 — Eighth Circuit issued decision again affirming the
district court’s grant of summary judgment for the defendants on
remand from the Supreme Court

Oregon e April 1, 2019 — Magistrate judge issued findings and
Gruber v. Oregon recommendation. Magistrate judge recommended dismissal of the
State Bar suits and rejected many of the same claims and legal arguments

that the McDonald Plaintiffs assert
Crowe v. Oregon

State Bar * May 24 — District court adopted the magistrate judge’s findings
and dismissed both cases

e May 29-30 — Plaintiffs in both cases filed a notice of appeal to the
Ninth Circuit. Crowe lawsuit sponsored by Goldwater Institute, the
same organization that is sponsoring Fleck

e September 4 — Plaintiffs in both cases filed appellate briefs with
the Ninth Circuit

Oklahoma e March 26, 2019 — Complaint filed; lawsuit sponsored by Goldwater

Schell v. Gurich Institute

(Oklahoma Bar) e April 24 — Defendant filed motion to dismiss under 12(b)(1) and
12(b)(6)

e May 15 - Plaintiffs amended the complaint to add justices of the
Oklahoma Supreme Court and members of the Bar Board of
Governors

e May 21 — Judge Friot recused himself and Judge Heaton is now
presiding over the case
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McDonald Lawsuit Update — September 2019

June 21 — Board of Governors, Executive Director, individual
Board of Governors defendant, and OK Supreme Court justices
filed separate motions to dismiss

Wisconsin
Jarchow v. State Bar

April 8, 2019 — Complaint filed
May 21 — Defendants filed a motion to dismiss under 12(b)(1) and

of Wisconsin 12(b)(6), and a motion to stay the proceedings pending a
resolution in Fleck v. Wetch (as an alternative to dismissal)
May 31 — Court set November 9, 2020 as placeholder trial date,
noting both sides predict case will be resolved by motion
Louisiana August 1, 2019 — Complaint filed; lawsuit sponsored by Goldwater

Boudreaux v.
Louisiana State Bar
and the Louisiana
Supreme Court

Institute

Michigan

Taylor v. State Bar of
Michigan et al.

August 22, 2019 — Complaint filed against the State Bar of
Michigan, and President and other officers of the State Bar of
Michigan Board of Commissioners
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AUSTIN BEAUMONT HOUSTON
www.germer.com

ATTORNEYS L AW CHRISTY AMUNY
SENIOR TRIAL

COUNSEL

camun ermer.com

Christy Amuny
Senior Trial Counsel
camuny@germer.com

www.germer.com

Career Highlights

Has actively practiced personal injury defense and insurance defense law, and business
litigation, including Toxic Torts, Bad Faith, Insurance Coverage, Products Liability, Deceptive
Trade Practices, Hurricane/Hail Claims, Contract Disputes and Premises Liability cases for 29
years.

Consistent record of success trying personal injury defense cases and insurance law cases.

Has tried over 100 jury trials to verdict.

Frequent lecturer on litigation and insurance defense issues including: Use of Jury
Questionnaires and Jury Consultants; Striking Experts Panel; Premises Liability; Minor Impact
Cases and Use of Experts; How to Try the Minor Impact Soft Tissue Case; Investigation by the
Claims Adjuster and What it Means to the Trial Attorney; Investigation and Evaluation of a
Claim; Causation In Texas; Chapter 95 and Premise Owners; Experts: A Practical Guide;
Causation and Damages; Trying Your Case to the Jury — Lessons Learned the Hard Way; 2013
Legislative Update and Expedited Rules; Causation in Texas — Clear as Mud; True Grit- Insurance
Law for the Trial Lawyer; The 20 Minute Voir Dire in a Car Wreck Case; Defense Strategy:
Causation and Damages; Personal Injury Damages; Evidence & Discovery Update; Differences


http://www.germer.com/
mailto:camuny@germer.com
mailto:camuny@germer.com
http://www.germer.com/

Between Texas and Louisiana Law; Medical Expense — Past & Future; Voir Dire from the Civil
Perspective; Litigation Update; Evidence Update; Medical Expenses Update; Experts in the Car
Wreck Case — Do You Really Need Them?; Laws of Motion: navigating Motion Practice in the
Courts of Texas and Louisiana;, Hot Topics in Litigation; Cross Examining Experts; Damages;
Ethics Opinions — Who Do | Represent and Who Can | Talk To?

Professional Experience

Germer PLLC — Senior Trial Counsel, 2017 - present

Bain & Barkley, A Partnership of Professional Corporations — Director of Beaumont Office; 2008-
2016

Jenkins & Martin, L.L.P., 2004-2008

Pate, Spivey & Amuny, L.L.P., 2003-2004

Pate & Dodson, L.L.P. — Partner, 1997; 1991-2002

Bar and Court Admissions

Texas State Bar, 1990

Louisiana State Bar, 2010

U. S. Court of Appeals, Fifth Circuit

U.S. District Court, Eastern District of Texas

U.S. District Court, Southern District of Texas
U.S. District Court, Western District of Louisiana
U.S. District Court, Middle District of Louisiana

Professional Memberships

Board Certified, Personal Injury Trial Law, Texas Board of Legal Specialization — 1998
American Board of Trial Advocates — Advocate; 2011 to present

State Bar of Texas — Member

State Bar of Texas Board of Directors — District 3 Representative (2016 to 2019)

State Bar of Texas, Litigation Council — 2004 to 2019; Secretary 2009-2010; Treasurer
2010-2011; Vice-Chair 2011-2012; Chair-Elect 2012-2013; Chair 2013-2014; Immediate
Past Chair 2014-2015; Chair Emeritus 2015-2018

Louisiana State Bar Association - Member

Texas Association of Defense Counsel, District 2 Director (2007-2010); Programs Vice
President (2010-2012); Secretary (2012-2013); Publications Vice President (2013-2015);
Membership Vice President (2016-2017); Treasurer (2018-2019)

Jefferson County Bar Association — Immediate Past President 2007-2008, President 2006-
2007, President Elect 2005-2006, Vice President 2004-2005, Secretary 2003-2004,
Director 2001-2003

Texas Super Lawyer 2004, 2006-2019

Texas Lawyer Go-To-Guide 2007 — named one of the top 5 Personal Injury Defense
Lawyers in the State

Education

J.D. Texas Tech School of Law, 1990
= Delta Theta Phi; Board of Barristers; Law School Board of Governors
B.A. The University of Texas, Austin, Texas, 1986



Personal Information

Born in Port Arthur, Texas on December 6, 1963.



Resume- Steve Fischer
525 Corto Way EIl Paso, Texas 79902-3817. (915)801-5000 sfischerlaw@gmail.com

Indiana University School of Law - J.D. 1978 - Law School Advisory Committee.
University of North Texas - MPA 1997 - Minor Political Science

Sam Houston State U. Criminal Justice Center - M.A. Crim. Justice - 1992

University of Texas, El Paso - Grad. Studies -Poly Sci.-Student Body President 1974-5
University of California, Berkeley - B.A. (Honors) 1973 - Student Senate
College of the State Bar - 1989-90, 2016

State Bar of Texas Board of Directors 2011-2014. Elected from my 16
County-District in 2011. Texas Bar Journal Board of Editors, Law Practice
Management Committee 2018- State Bar Professional Rules Committee 2016 to
2018. I’ve served on most of the State Bar Committees.

Aransas County Independent School District Trustee —Elected
May 2008- 2011 Made policy for our school system. Never missed a regular meeting.

President Aransas Area Bar Association. 2005-9
Attorney General Practice. El Paso, Texas -previously Rockport, Denton,

Walker and Ector Counties. Won Sandoval Murder Trial - Texas Monthly Magazine
Cover Story, August 1991. Walker County Bar Pro Bono Award 1992.

Willacy District & County Attorney - Elected. 1988-90. Represented State
and County in all criminal and civil matters through the appellate level. Advised
Commissioner's Court, Sheriff's Dept. Supervised a staff ranging from 5-10
employees. Personally tried one or two cases a month. Served as Assistant Willacy
District Attorney (1987-8), Successfully prosecuted voter fraud trials and other high
profile cases. Assistant County Atty El Paso- Assistant District Atty. Cuero 1986-
1987).

Visiting Asst. Professor- Univ. of Texas - Permian Basin One-
year position academic year 1992-3. Spring 1993 - Constitutional Law, Criminal Law,
Criminal Procedure.. Supervised research projects and organized internship program.
Nominated for Chancellor's Outstanding Faculty Award. Adjunct Faculty Political
Science- Criminal Justice —Del Mar_College 2001-2003 St. Leo’s Univ. Criminal
Justice. Reynaldo Garza School of Law 1989 - Criminal Law Clinic for 3rd year
students. ElI Paso Community College 1981-6 - Political Science , State & Local
Government. 6-8 classes per year). University of Texas, EI Paso - Teaching
Assistant - 1974-5 Political Science. Excellent evaluations from both faculty and
students. Also taught 4/9 of graduate criminal law seminar Sam Houston State U.
1991



mailto:sfischerlaw@gmail.com

Chairman - ElI _Paso Community Development Committee.1980-5.
Appointed by Mayor and City Council in 1980. Elected Chairman 1982-4. This
budgetary body allocated over $10 million annually in federal funds to low and
moderate income areas and groups in El Paso. Won $4.5 million bonus grant. Other
committees Aldermanic Redistricting Board 1982-3. Drew and named EI Paso city
election districts (Fischer Plan) 1982-92 which were approved by city council and the
United States Justice Department. This hotly contested issue involved provisions of
the 1965 Voting Rights Act.

Lobbyist - National Student Association - 1973 & 1975. U.S. Congress.
Supervised "Shield" legislation, Testified before U.S. House Judiciary Committee on
March 15, 1973.

Publication Highlights. Columnist Texas Tribune 2016 — present. Texas
Bar Journal “Texas Attorney Demographics 2012, Mar. 2003 "Small Texas County
Demographics” Feb 1994. "Texas Attorney Demographics” - March 93 & Oct. 97
(excerpts in Austin, San Antonio, & Tyler papers)f. Contributing Editor **Not Guilty -
The Criminal Defense Newsletter™ Jan-July 1992. Columnist - EI Paso Herald Post
1982 - 1986 (part-time) and Paso Del Norte Magazine 1983-4. Wrote about Politics
and Court Cases. Guest Columnist Huntsville Item 1992. EI Paso Times November
2007 Corpus Christi Caller-Times Feb. 2007 Rockport Pilot Various columns.
Wrote monthly business articles for the New Zealand Financial Review and Insight
Asia (Murdoch) 1984-6 that circulated throughout 12 Asian nations. Encyclopedia of
Prisons 1995 Chapter on Due Process. Guest Editorials November 2008 on Border
Fence, Rocky Mountain News, San Antonio Express-News, Waco Tribune, Valley
Morning Star, Fort Worth Star Telegram & Houston Chronicle, and others.

Founder Texas Discussion Groups for Attorneys. 2011-present. Originated the
concept of discussion groups for attorneys and those | founded include Texas Family
Lawyers, Texas Real Estate Lawyers, Texas Estate & Probate Lawyers and others. |
have also helped others start groups and just about every possible area of practice is
covered.

Licensed - Illinois 1979, Texas 1983 Lic. # 07043340. U.S. District Courts -
Wisconsin (East), Arkansas (both), Texas (Northern, & Western) U.S. Courts of
Appeals - 4th, 5th, 6th, 10th & 11th. United States Supreme Court.



State Bar of Texas Board of Directors
Social Media Engagement Team, 2019-2020

The State Bar Board of Directors approved a Social Media Engagement Team in
June 2019. Working in coordination with the State Bar communications staff,
members of the engagement team will use their personal accounts to post and
respond to messages on Facebook discussion groups and other online platforms
where Texas lawyers discuss substantive legal or practice management issues. By
participating in these discussions, the engagement team will seek to increase
awareness of State Bar benefits and services and to better educate members about
matters of State Bar governance.

Social Media Engagement Team Members:

State Bar Directors:

President Randy Sorrels, Houston
President-elect Larry P. McDougal, Richmond
Shelby Jean, Fort Worth

Carmen M. Roe, Houston

Charlie Ginn, McKinney

Diane St. Yves, Houston

Yolanda Cortes Mares, Temple

David Sergi, San Marcos

Amy Welborn*, Austin

Non-Director Members:

Michelle Cheng*, Austin
Scott Rothenberg™®, Houston
Jason Rowe*, Houston
Andrew Tolchin*, Angleton

Staff Representatives:

John Sirman*, Austin
Seana Willing*, Austin

*pending State Bar board approval, September 2019



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF TEXAS

Misc. Docket No. 17-9083

REGULATIONS GOVERNING THE CHOICE OF MEMBERS
OF THE STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

ORDERED that:

Pursuant to Article V, Section 1-a(2) of the Texas Constitution, the following regulations
govern the appointment of members of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct by the board
of directors of the State Bar of Texas:

Each member of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct (“the Commission™)
chosen by the board of directors of the State Bar of Texas (“the board”) pursuant
to Article V, Section 1-a(2) of the Texas Constitution must be a lawyer, licensed
in Texas, with more than ten years’ practice at the time of the selection, of good
repute, and with high ethical standards. The president of the State Bar of Texas
(“the president”) and the chair of the board (“the chair”) must confer and
nominate, for consideration by the board at a scheduled meeting (“the meeting”),
one or more qualified lawyers for each position to be filled. The nominee(s) shall
be published to the board and officers of the State Bar at least fifteen calendar
days prior to the duly scheduled meeting of the board of directors at which they
will be considered. Additional nominations for a position may be made by any
board member by informing the president and the chair in writing no later than ten
calendar days before the meeting. The board must choose each Commission
member by majority vote at the meeting. The chair must promptly notify the
Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, the Governor, the Speaker of the House, the
Lieutenant Governor, and the chair of the Senate Committee on Nominations of
each selection.

This Order supercedes the Order in Misc. Dkt. No. 12-9014 (Jan. 24, 2012).

Dated: August 10, 2017.



Misc. Docket No. 17-9083

Nathein L. Hecht, Chief Justice

Paul W. Green, Justice

Phil Johnson, Justice

C&P_ WA

Don R. Willett, Justice

vaM Guzman Justice

]
Debra H. Lehrmann, Justice

" Devie, Jugtice

rown, Justice

Page 2
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BYLAWS OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS
AFRICAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS SECTION

ARTICLE_ Name and
Purpose

Section 1. Name. This Section shall be known as the African- American Lawyers
Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Section shall be to piceme%c;th%

ARTICLE 11
Membership and Dues

Section 1. Members. Any member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas, upon
payment of dues for the current year, shall be enrolled as a member of histhis Section.

Section 2. Annual Dues. The annual dues that each member of this Section shall be
required to pay shall be set from time to time by the members of the Council of this Section with
the approval of the Directors of the State Bar of Texas. The annual dues shall be due and payable
in advance each year concurrently with the payment of the regular annual dues of the State Bar of

Texas._The Section's calendar vear is from June 1%to May 31% each vear.

Section 3. Termination of Membership. Any member of this Section whose annual
dues shall be more than six months delinquent or who ceases to be in good standing of the State
Bar of Texas shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Section.

ARTICLE III Officers_
and Council

Section 1. Officers. The officers of this Section shall be a Chairperson;-

R e G K1
Chair-Elect, Secretary and Treasurer, each of whom shall be in _good standing with the Section



and a voting member of the Section—in—geed-standing. Each shall hold office for a term
beginning with the close of the annual meeting at which he or she is elected and ending at the
close of the next succeeding annual meeting of the Section and until his or her successor has been

elected._The Chair-Elect shall become the Chair of the §§gggg in the next calendar year

immediately ending the expiration of their one-vear term. Th rson may hold th ition

Nomination and Election of Officers and Council Members
Section 1. Nominations. Not less than ninety (90) days prior to each annual meeting of

Section 2-——Chairpersoend. Elections. All elections shall be made by majority vote of

the i members of the Section in attendance at the annual meeting and




hall ritten

ballot unless otherwise ordered by resolution duly adopted by the Section at the meeting at which
the election is held.

Representative Membership. Th ing membership of th ion shoul
reflect, as much as possible, the membership of the Section as a whole, taking into consideration
all relevant factors, including, but not limited to, the geographical location of the membership of
the Section as a whole Provided, however, that the representatlon need not be in proportion

Section 1. Chair. The ChairpersonChair shall preside at all meetings of the
CeouneilSection and at-the-annual-meetingof the Seetion—Heor-she-shallCouncil,

formulate and present at each annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas a report of the work of
the Section for the %hen—past year—He-or-she_and shall perform such other dutles and acts as

death, resignation, or refusal to act, the Viee—ChairpersenChair-Elect shall perform the duties
of the ChairpersenChair for the remainder of the Chairpersern’Chair's term, except in case
of the Chairpersen’s-absenece-or-disabilityChair's incapacity and then only during so much
of the term as the m%mw

Section 4-3. Secretary. The Secretary shall be the custodian of all books, papers,
documents, and other property of the Section. He-er—sheThe Secretary shall keep a true record
of the proceedings of all meetings of the Section and of the Council, whether assembled or acting

under submission. With the Chairpersen,—he—or-sheChair and Chair-Elect, the Secretary

shall prepare a summary or digest of the proceedings of the Section at its annual meeting—for-




Section 5-4. Treasurer. The Treasurer-shallreceive-all-duespayable by members-

Council, shall keep an accurate aeeeuntrecord of all e‘rues—ee}leeted—and—ef—&ny—

meniesmoneys appropriated to %Seeﬁm%&epa&ded—fe%%&s%w
th f th tion. The Tr rer shall prepare th | t for th njunction

ARTICLE IVVI
TheDuties and Powers of the Council

Section 1. General Responsibility. The Council shall have general supervision and
control of the affairs of this Section subject to the provisions of the Charter and Bylaws of the
State Bar of Texas and the Bylaws of this Section. It shall adopt procedures to authorize
expenditures of money generally, and shall approve any expenditures, which exceed the amount
of the annual dues collected by the Section and commitments or contracts which involve
obligations for the payment of money by the Section in excess of Five Thousand Dollars_

(85.000.00).

Section 2. Membershio The Coppeil for fhe Soerion oboll eopoiet of the

Ceuneil-Seetion-3-—— Filling Vacancies in Office. The Council, during the interim
between annual meetings of the Section, may fill vacancies in its own membership, in the office
of Secretary or Treasurer, er-in-—the-positionof Editor-of the Newsletter;—or in the event
of a vacancy in both the office of ChairpersernChair and Vice-ChairpersonChair, then in the
office of ChairpersenChair.




Section &-3. Permanent Committees. There shall be a permanent committee to study and
make reports and recommendations concerning legislation and to conduct institutes and
otherwise deal with problems and subjects related to government law practice.

Section 9—4. Special Committees. The Council may authorize the Chairperson to appoint
special committees from Section members, to perform such duties and exercise such powers as
the Council may direct, subject to the limitations of these Bylaws and the Charter and Bylaws of
the State Bar of Texas. Special Committees may be appointed to draft and study proposed
legislation in the field of law of special interest to this Section. The ChairpersernChair and
members of such special committees may, but need not, be members of the Council. The

ChairpersoenChair may designate to whom any special committee shall report.

Section +6-5. Continuing Legal Education. The Council may authorize the study of any
and all problems related to the field of government law practice, may conduct institutes and
seminars and study sessions thereon, and may authorize participation in any institute or meeting
relating to such subject matters conducted by the State Bar of Texas or any section or committee
authorized by it.

et







Section 1. Annual Meeting of Section. The annual meeting of this Section shall be

held during the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas, and at the same city or place, with such
program and order of business as may be arranged.

Section 2. Special Meetings of Section. Special meetings of this Section may be
called by the ehairpersenChair upon approval of the Council, at such time and place and upon
such notice as the Council may determine.

Section 3. Voting at Section Meetings. The members of the Section present at any
meeting shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All binding action of the
Section shall be by majority vote of the members present.

Section 4. Meetings of Council. Special meetings of the Council may be called by the
ChairpersorChair at such place and time as he or she may designate. Regular meetings of the
council shall be held in the fall, winter, and spring at such place and time as the

ChairpersonChair may designate.

Section 5. Voting at Council Meetings. A majority of the members of the Council
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. Action by a majority vote of the Council
members present shall constitute the binding action of the Council, except as provided in Section
6 of Article VI. Members of the Council when personally present at a meeting of the council
shall vote in person, but when absent may communicate their vote, in writing, upon any
proposition to the Secretary and have it counted with the same effect as if cast personally at such
meeting.

Section 6. Council Voting on Formal Propositions. The ChairpersenChair of the
Section may, and upon the request of any member of the Council shall, submit or cause to be

submitted in writing to each of the members of the Council, any proposition upon which the
Council may be authorized to act, and the members of the Council may vote upon such
proposition or propositions so submitted by communicating their vote thereon, in writing over
their respective signatures, to the Secretary, who shall record upon his or her minutes each
proposition so submitted, when, how, at whose request same was submitted, and the vote of each
member of the Council thereon, and keep on file such written and signed votes. If the votes of a
majority of the members of Council so recorded shall be in favor of such proposition or if such
majority shall be against such proposition, such majority vote shall constitute the binding action
of the Council.

ARTICLE VIIVIII
Miscellaneous Provision



Section 1. Fiscal Year. The Fiscal Year shall be the same as that of the State Bar of
Texas, which is June 1%to May 31% each vear.

Section 2. Payment of Bills. All bills incurred by this Section, before payment by the
Treasurer, shall be submitted to and approved by the ChairpersernChair or, if the Council shall
so direct, by both of them.

Section 3. Limitation of Compensation. No salary or compensation shall be paid to
any officer, member of the Council, or member of a committee. Nevertheless, a person may be
compensated for work done outside the meetings of the Council on any special study or project,
provided he or she has been employed by vote of the Council.

Section 4. Reimbursement for Expenses. Members of the Council and other persons
expressly requested to attend a Council meeting shall be reimbursed for actual out-of-pocket
expenses incurred in attendance at any meeting of the Council. Members of any committee,
provided that the ChairpersenChair of the Council has approved reimbursement before or after
the meeting. Except for non-Council members expressly requested to attend a Council meeting,
the amount of reimbursement shall not exceed the maximum amount of reimbursement from
time to time established by the Directors of the State Bar of Texas for person attending meetings
of the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas or other official meetings.

Section 5. Exerting Positions on Behalf of State Bar of Texas. No action, policy
determination, or recommendation of this Section or any committee thereof shall be deemed to

be, or be referred to as, the action of the State Bar of Texas prior to submission of the same to,
and approval by, the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas, the General Assembly of the
State Bar of Texas in annual convention, or duly authorized referendum of the State Bar of
Texas. Any resolution adopted or action taken by this Section may on request of this Section be
reported by the ChairpersernChair to the annual meeting of the State Bar of Texas for action
thereon.

Section 6. Governmental Authority. The Section through the process -called
“"Governmental Authority,”" may seek the authority to present a position of the State Bar of_
Texas before a public, judicial, executive or legislative body. A position of the Section with
respet-otrespect to which the Governmental Authority process is desired shall be authorized by
the Council only after written notice to all members of the Council of the proposed position to be
adopted and the date at which the position will be considered by the Council. If a proposed
position is adopted by the Council as provided above, thereafter all requirements and procedures
set forth in the Policy Governing Legislative Action by the State Bar of Texas adopted by the
Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas on July 3, 1984, as amended from time to time, with
respect to application, notice, circulation, clearance, objections, disclaimer, presentation, filing
and all other matters shall be strictly followed.

Section 7. Indemnification. Officers and general members of the Council and duly
authorized permanent and general special committee members of the Section shall be
indemnified by the Section for losses and expenses incurred as a result of a suit for any conduct
in the course of their official duties not a result of intentional acts or gross negligence on the part
of such person. The indemnification granted here shall extend to actions at law or in equity.



Notwithstanding the provisions of this indemnification, this indemnification shall be qualified to
the extent that professional liability insurance is maintained by each person and is effective in
this instance, and at no time shall the amount for which any individual may seek indemnification
exceed the amount of funds held on deposit by the Section.

\RTICLE. IX Fi ial
—E . .
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These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of hethe Section provided such proposed
amendment shall first have been presented in writing to the ChairpersernChair and approved
by a majority of the members of the Section present and voting at a meeting at which such
amendment is considered. No amendment so adopted shall become effective until same shall
have also been approved by the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas. Notice that an
amendment to these Bylaws is to be considered shall be contained in the notice to the members
of the Section of the meeting at which such amendment is to be considered.

CERTIFICATION
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BYLAWS OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS
AFRICAN-AMERICAN LAWYERS SECTION

ARTICLE
Name and Purpose

Section 1. Name. This Section shall be known as the African-
American Lawyers Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Section shall be to
promote the objectives of the State Bar of Texas as they relate to
African-American Lawyers.

ARTICLE II
Membership and Dues

Section 1. Members. Any member in good standing of the State
Bar of Texas, upon payment of dues for the current year, shall be
enrolled as a member of his Section.

Section 2. Annual Dues. The annual dues that each member of
this Section shall be required to pay shall be set from time to time by the
members of the Council of this Section with the approval of the Directors
of the State Bar of Texas. The annual dues shall be due and payable in
advance each year concurrently with the payment of the regular annual
dues of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 3. Termination of Membership. Any member of this
Section whose annual dues shall be more than six months delinquent or
who ceases to be in good standing of the State Bar of Texas shall
thereupon cease to be a member of the Section.

ARTICLE III
Officers

Section 1. Officers. The officers of this Section shall be a
Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, and immediate
Past Chairperson, each of whom shall be a voting member of the Section
in good standing. Each shall hold office for a term beginning with the
close of the annual meeting at which he or she is elected and ending at
the close of the next succeeding annual meeting of the Section and until
his or her successor has been elected.

Section 2. Chairperson. The Chairperson shall preside at all
meetings of the Council and at the annual meeting of the Section. He or
she shall formulate and present at each annual meeting of the State Bar



of Texas a report of the work of the Section for the then past year. He or
she shall perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to his or
her office.

Section 3. Vice-Chairperson. The Vice-Chairperson shall be an
ex-officio member of all of he committees appointed by the Chairperson
of the Council. Upon the death, resignation, or during disability of the
Chairperson, or upon his or her absence or refusal to act, the Vice-
Chairperson shall perform the duties of the Chairperson for the
remainder of the Chairperson’s term except in case of the Chairperson’s
absence or disability and then only during so much of the term as the
absence or disability continues.

Section 4. Secretary. The Secretary shall be the custodian of all
books, papers, documents, and other property of the Section. He or she
shall keep a true record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Section
and of the Council, whether assembled or acting under submission.

With the Chairperson, he or she shall prepare a summary or digest of the
proceedings of the Section at its annual meeting for publication in the
Texas Bar Journal, upon approval by the President of the State Bar of
Texas. He or she, in conjunction with the Chairperson as authorized by
the Council, shall attend generally to the business of the Section.

Section 5. Treasurer. The Treasurer shall receive all dues payable
by members of the Section and all other funds to which the Section is
entitled and shall make payments for expenses incurred in the regular
course of the Section’s business, and for other items approved by the
Chairperson or the Council. He or she shall keep accurate records and
shall account for all sums received by him or her. He or she shall keep
an accurate account of all dues collected and of any monies appropriated
to the Section and expended for its use.

ARTICLE IV
The Council

Section 1. General Responsibility. The Council shall have general
supervision and control of the affairs of this Section subject to the
provisions of the Charter and Bylaws of the State Bar of Texas and the
Bylaws of this Section. It shall adopt procedures to authorize
expenditures of money generally, and shall approve any expenditures
which exceed the amount of the annual dues collected by the Section
and commitments or contracts which involve obligations for the payment
of money by the Section in excess of Five Thousand Dollars.

Section 2. Membership. The Council for the Section shall consist
of the Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Immediate



Past Chairperson and nine general Council members to be elected by the
Section as hereinafter provided. All members or this Section in good
standing who have served as Chairpersons of this Section shall be ex-
officio members of the Council. The Editor of the Newsletter also shall be
an ex-officio member of the Council. In additon, the President, Vice-
President and President-Elect of the State Bar of Texas and the Board
advisors to this Section from the Board of Directors of the State Bar of
Texas shall be ex-officio members of the Council.

Section 3. Filling Vacancies in Office. The Council, during the
interim between annual meetings of the Section, may fill vacancies in its
own membership, in the office of Secretary or Treasurer, or in the
position of Editor of the Newsletter, or in the event of a vacancy in both
the office of Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson, then in the office of
Chairperson.

Section 4. Ex-officio Members. Ex-officio members of the Council
shall have the right to attend all Council meetings and participate in the
discussions at Council meetings, but shall have no right to vote. Ex-
officio members may serve on any committees, either as committee
members or as Chairperson.

Section 5. No Re-election of General Members. No person shall
be eligible for election as a general member of the Council if he or she is
then a general member of the Council and has been such a member
continuously for a period of three years or more.

Section 6. Removal for Failure to Attend Meetings. If any elected
general member of the Council shall fail to attend three consecutive
regular meetings of the Council, the office held by such member shall be
automatically vacated, and the Council shall fill the vacancy for the
unexpired term.

Section 7. Newsletter. The Council shall cause to be published a
newsletter and the Chairperson shall appoint one or more assistant
editors for the newsletter. The assistant editor or editors shall serve at
the pleasure of the Chairperson.

Section 8. Permanent Committees. There shall be a permanent
committee to study and make reports and recommendations concerning
legislation and to conduct institutes and otherwise deal with problems
and subjects related to government law practice.

Section 9. Special Committees. The Council may authorize the
Chairperson to appoint special committees from Section members, to
perform such duties and exercise such powers as the Council may direct,



subject to the limitations of these Bylaws and the Charter and Bylaws of
the State Bar of Texas. Special Committees may be appointed to draft
and study proposed legislation in the field of law of special interest to
this Section. The Chairperson and members of such special committees
may, but need not, be members of the Council. The Chairperson may
designate to whom any special committee shall report.

Section 10. Continuing Legal Education. The Council may
authorize the study of any and all problems related to the field of
government law practice, may conduct institutes and seminars and
study sessions thereon, and may authorize participation in any institute
or meeting relating to such subject matters conducted by the State Bar of
Texas or any section or committee authorized by it.

ARTICLE V
Nomination and Election of Officers,
Council Members and Newsletter Editor

Section 1. Initial Nomination. The Chairperson, Vice-
Chairperson, Secretary, Treasurer, Newsletter Editor,and Council shall
be nominated and elected, in the manner hereinafter provided at the
organizational meeting of this Section for such purpose and thereafter at
each annual election meeting of this Section, and the Chairperson for the
preceding year shall be the Immediate Past Chairperson, to hold office for
an initial term beginning with the date of approval and creation of this
Section until the close of the next annual meeting thereafter.

Section 2. Nominations. Not less than ninety (90) days prior to
the next annual meeting, the Chairperson shall appoint a Nominating
Committee of five members of the Council, one of whom to be designated
Chairperson of the nominating committee, which committee shall make
and report nominations to the Section for the offices of Chairperson,
Vice-Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer, and to the position of Editor
of the Newsletter, and the members of the Council to succeed those
whose terms will expire at the close of the then annual meeting to which
officers and members of the Council will be elected. Ex-officio members
of the Council may serve on the nominating committee. A copy of the
report of the nominating committee shall be submitted to the
Chairperson of this Section in sufficient time to conform to the notice
requirement of Section 4 of this Article V, and shall be presented to the
annual meeting by the chairperson of the nominating committee. Other
nominations for the four offices and position of Editor of the Newsletter
may be made from the floor.

Section 3. Representative Membership. The voting membership
of the Section Council should reflect, as much as possible, the



membership of the Section as a whole, taking into consideration all
relevant factors, including, but not limited to, the geographical location
of the membership of the Section as a whole. Provided, however, that the
representation need not be in proportion between those Section members
who are Board Certified Specialists and those who are not.

Section 4. Notice. Written notice of the nominee for election to
offices and council positions as nominated by the nominating committee
shall be given to members of the Section not less than thirty days prior to
the date set for the election.

Section 5. Number and Term of Council Member. At the
organizational meeting of this Section at which these Bylaws shall have
been adopted, three members of the Council shall be nominated and
elected to serve for one year; three members of the Council shall be
nominated and elected to serve for a term of two years; and three
members of the Council shall be nominated and elected to serve for a
term of three years. (The word “year” as used herein means a term
beginning at the close of the organizational meeting (and thereafter, the
annual meeting) at which they shall have been elected and ending at the
close of the first, second, and third succeeding annual meeting of this
Section, respectively.) Thereafter, upon the expiration of each of these
initial terms, three members of the Council shall be elected at each
annual meeting of the Section, fro terms of three years beginning at the
close of the annual meeting at which they shall have been elected and
ending at the close of the third succeeding annual meeting of the Section.

Section 6. Elections. All elections shall be made by majority vote
of the voting members of the Section in attendance at the annual meeting
and shall be by written ballot unless otherwise ordered by resolution
duly adopted by the Section at the meeting at which the election is held.

ARTICLE VI
Meetings

Section 1. Annual Meeting of Section. The annual meeting of this
Section shall be held during the annual meeting of the State Bar of
Texas, and at the same city or place, with such program and order of
business as may be arranged.

Section 2. Special Meetings of Section. Special meetings of this
Section may be called by the chairperson upon approval of the Council,
at such time and place and upon such notice as the Council may
determine.



Section 3. Voting at Section Meetings. The members of the
Section present at any meeting shall constitute a quorum for the
transaction of business. All binding action of the Section shall be by
majority vote of the members present.

Section 4. Meetings of Council. Special meetings of the Council
may be called by the Chairperson at such place and time as he or she
may designate. Regular meetings of the council shall be held in the fall,
winter and spring at such place and time as the Chairperson may
designate.

Section 5. Voting at Council Meetings. A majority of the members
of the Council shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.
Action by a majority vote of the Council members present shall constitute
the binding action of the Council, except as provided in Section 6 of
Article VI. Members of the Council when personally present at a meeting
of the council shall vote in person, but when absent may communicate
their vote, in writing, upon any proposition to the Secretary and have it
counted with the same effect as if cast personally at such meeting.

Section 6. Council Voting on Formal Propositions. The
Chairperson of the Section may, and upon the request of any member of
the Council shall, submit or cause to be submitted in writing to each of
the members of the Council, any proposition upon which the Council
may be authorized to act, and the members of the Council may vote upon
such proposition or propositions so submitted by communicating their
vote thereon, in writing over their respective signatures, to the Secretary,
who shall record upon his or her minutes each proposition so submitted,
when, how, at whose request same was submitted, and the vote of each
member of the Council thereon, and keep on file such written and signed
votes. If the votes of a majority of the members of Council so recorded
shall be in favor of such proposition or if such majority shall be against
such proposition, such majority vote shall constitute the binding action
of the Council.

ARTICLE VII
Miscellaneous Provision

Section 1. Fiscal Year. The Fiscal Year shall be the same as that
of the State Bar of Texas.

Section 2. Payment of Bills. All bills incurred by this Section,
before payment by the Treasurer, shall be submitted to and approved by
the Chairperson or, if the Council shall so direct, by both of them.



Section 3. Limitation of Compensation. No salary or
compensation shall be paid to any officer, member of the Council, or
member of a committee. Nevertheless, a person may be compensated for
work done outside the meetings of the Council on any special study or
project, provided he or she has been employed by vote of the Council.

Section 4. Reimbursement for Expenses. Members of the Council
and other persons expressly requested to attend a Council meeting shall
be reimbursed for actual out-of-pocket expenses incurred in attendance
at any meeting of the Council. Members of any committee, provided that
the Chairperson of the Council has approved reimbursement before or
after the meeting. Except for non-Council members expressly requested
to attend a Council meeting, the amount of reimbursement shall not
exceed the maximum amount of reimbursement from time to time
established by the Directors of the State Bar of Texas for person
attending meetings of the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas or
other official meetings.

Section 5. Exerting Positions on Behalf of State Bar of Texas. No
action, policy determination, or recommendation of this Section or any
committee thereof shall be deemed to be, or be referred to as, the action
of the State Bar of Texas prior to submission of the same to, and
approval by, the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas, the General
Assembly of the State Bar of Texas in annual convention, or duly
authorized referendum of the State Bar of Texas. Any resolution adopted
or action taken by this Section may on request of this Section be
reported by the Chairperson to the annual meeting of the State Bar of
Texas for action thereon.

Section 6. Governmental Authority. The Section through the
process called “Governmental Authority,” may seek the authority to
present a position of the State Bar of before a public, judicial, executive
or legislative body. A position of the Section with respet ot which the
Governmental Authority process is desired shall be authorized by the
Council only after written notice to all members of the Council of the
proposed position to be adopted and the date at which the position will
be considered by the Council. If a proposed position is adopted by the
Council as provided above, thereafter all requirements and procedures
set forth in the Policy Governing Legislative Action by the State Bar of
Texas adopted by the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas on July
3, 1984, as amended from time to time, with respect to application,
notice, circulation, clearance, objections, disclaimer, presentation, filing
and all other matters shall be strictly followed.

Section 7. Indemnification. Officers and general members of the
Council and duly authorized permanent and general special committee



members of the Section shall be indemnified by the Section for losses
and expenses incurred as a result of a suit for any conduct in the course
of their official duties not a result of intentional acts or gross negligence
on the part of such person. The indemnification granted here shall
extend to actions at law or in equity. Notwithstanding the provisions of
this indemnification, this indemnification shall be qualified to the extent
that professional liability insurance is maintained by each person and is
effective in this instance, and at no time shall the amount for which any
individual may seek indemnification exceed the amount of funds held on
deposit by the Section.

Section 8. Amendment. These Bylaws may be amended at any
meeting of he Section provided such proposed amendment shall first
have been presented in writing to the Chairperson and approved by a
majority of the members of the Section present and voting at a meeting
at which such amendment is considered. No amendment so adopted
shall become effective until same shall have also been approved by the
Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas. Notice that an amendment
to these Bylaws is to be considered shall be contained in the notice to the
members of the Section of the meeting at which such amendment is to be
considered.
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1.1

1.2

2.1.

2.2,

2.3,

3.1.

BYLAWS OF THE IMMIGRATION & NATIONALITY LAW SECTION OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

ARTICLE I
NAME AND PURPOSE

Name. This Section shall be known as the Immigration & Nationality Law Section of the State Bar of Texas.

Purpose. The mission of the State Bar of Texas Immigration & Nationality Law Section is to promote the
administration and development of Immigration & Nationality Law in the State of Texas; to assist members
currently engaged in practicing this diverse and dynamic area of the law; to sponsor and promote advanced CLE
programs covering various topics within this 'practice; and, to provide updates on legislation, community-outreach
projects, and policy changes affecting this area of the law in a semi-annual newsletter to members.

ARTICLE I
Members and Dues

Members.
a. Voting Members. Voting Members of the Section are those licensed Texas attorneys who are members in

good standing of the State Bar, have joined the Section and are current in the payment of their Section dues.
Only Voting Members may vote in Section elections and on matters coming before the Section members for

action.
b. Associate Members, Associate members of the Section are those individuals who are not licensed to practice _
law in Texas, ,out of state attorneys, paralegals, law students, BIA accredited individuals, and
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non-attorney academics, who have joined the Section and are current in the payment of their Section dues.
Associate Members may not hold themselves out as being members of the State Bar or make any
representation that they are licensed by the State Bar. Associate Members shall have no Section member
voting rights.

Section Dues. Each member of the Section shall pay annual Section dues in the amount established from time to
time by Section Council and approved by the State Bar Board of Directors. Section dues shall be due and payable

on or before June 1 of each year.

Termination of Membership._On the occurrence of any of the following, a Section member shall immediately
cease to be a member of the Section without any further action required:

Any member who isbelinquent on payment of Section dues;

oo

. Any Voting Member who ceases to be a member in good standing of the State Bar of Texas;
c.  Any Associate Member who is found by a majority vote of the Council to have represented himself or herself
as a member of the State Bar or as a member licensed by the State Bar.

ARTICLE Ill
Council and Officers
Council

a. The powers, business and property of the Section shall be conducted, controlled and managed by a Council,
to the extent authorized by law and the policies of the State Bar.

b. The Council is comprised of the following members:
i Nine (9) elected Council members, all of whom must be voting members of the Section in good
standing;
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3.2,

c. Terms.
i
ii.
Officers.

The Section Officers;

The State Bar of Texas President and President-Elect as non-voting ex officio members; and

Such other non-voting ex officio members appointed by the Council as it may from time to time
determine by resolution.

Elected Council members shall serve three-year terms, commencing on the adjournment of the
Section’s annual meeting at which they are elected and ending on the adjournment of the third
Section’s annual meeting thereafter or, if later, when their successors have been elected and have
assumed office. Three elected Council members shall be elected each year in accordance with the
election provisions below. No elected Council member may serve more than two consecutive three-
year terms.

The terms of the Section Officers on the Council shall be commensurate with their terms in office.

a. The Officers of the Section are:

i
ii.
jii.
iv.
2

b. Terms.

The Immediate Past Chair;
The Chair;

The Chair-Elect;

The ;

The ;

Section Officers serve one-year terms, commencing on the adjournment of the Section’s annual

meeting and ending on the adjournment of the next Section’s annual meeting.

c. Succession. The
limited to the Council members. At the completion of each one-year term, the

Chair succeeds to serve as Immediate Past Chair. The election provisions do not apply to

is elected in accordance with the election provisions below, except from a slate
succeeds to serve as
, the succeeds to serve as Chair-Elect, the Chair-Elect succeeds to serve as Chair, and the
, Chair-

Elect, Chair, and Immediate Past Chair.

Notice is sufficient if made by electronic mail, US mail, prominent posting on the Section’s website, or

ARTICLE IV
Nominations and Elections

positions whose terms expire that year.

published in the Section’s newsletter.

Nominations for Secretary position. The Nominating Committee will also call for nominations for the

Secretary position apart from the elected Council member positions.

Nominations for Secretary are

limited to elected Council members who have served at least one year of their three-year terms. Upon
nomination, the Nominating Committee will confirm that the nominee wishes to be considered for the
election.

Nominations. Any member of the Section may submit nominations to any member of the Nominating
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Committee during the time beginning on the date of the notification and ending 90 days before the
Section’s next annual meeting. Upon receipt of a nomination, the Nominating Committee will confirm
that the nominee wishes to be considered for the election. From the candidates who have accepted
nomination, and any additional candidates chosen by the Nominating Committee, the Nominating
Committee will nominate at least two individuals for each position up for election and will notify the
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d. Asylum & Refugee Issues. An elected Council member will be designated to lead a committee focused on > 4

Asylum & Refugee Immigration issues and shall preside at all meetings of the Asylum & Refugee Issues
Committee and shall otherwise perform such duties as delegated by the Chair.

e. Non-Profit Immigration Services. An elected Council member will be designated to lead a committee focused
on Non-Profit Immigration Services and shall coordinate pro bono opportunities for Section members shall
supervise the Section's non-profit activities and shall otherwise perform such duties as delegated by the Chair.

f. Conference Planning & Publications. An elected Council member will be designated to lead a committee
focused on Conference Planning & Publications and shall organize and oversee the annual conference for
the Section and any other conferences, shall coordinate all Section publications, and shall otherwise perform
such duties as delegated by the Chair.

ARTICLE V
Duties and Powers of Officers
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5.1.

6.1.

6.2.

Section Officers:

a. Chair. The Chair will preside at all meetings of this Section and of the Council, plan and supervise the activities
of the Section, serve on the State Bar’s Council of Chairs and perform such other duties and acts as usually
pertain to the office

b. Chair-Elect. The Chair-Elect will perform the duties of Chair during the disability or absence of the Chair and
will perform other such duties as directed by the Chair or the Council.

c. Secretary. The Secretary will serve as the custodian of the books, reports and records of the Section, with the
exception of the financial records, keep a correct record of the proceedings in all meetings of the Section and
the Council, and maintain the rosters of the Section members, the Section committees and the Council.

d. Treasurer. The Treasurer will serve as the custodian of all financial reports of the Section, receive all dues and
other funds paid to the Section, provide required financial information to the State Bar, invest the funds of
the Section subject to the requirements and parameters established by the State Bar and provide financial
reports to the Council at each of its meetings. Subject to requirements of the State Bar and the approval of
the Council, the Treasurer, along with the Chair, has full authority to appoint depositories of the funds of the
Section and to make deposits thereto and withdrawals therefrom.

ARTICLE VI
Duties and Powers of the Council
Authority. Subject to applicable law and the policies of the State Bar, the Council will have general supervision
and control of the affairs of this Section to ensure that the purposes and objectives of the Section are carried out.
The Council will supervise the expenditure of funds received by the Section from dues and all other Section
activities.

Committees

a. Establishment. From time to time, the Council may establish additional committees and task forces as it deems

advisable to perform such duties and exercise such powers as the Council directs, subject to the limitations of

these Bylaws, the policies and procedures of the State Bar of Texas and all applicable law.

b. Membership of Council Committees. Members of Council committees will consist of Council members and
such non-voting ex officio section members as the Council determines. The Chair, with the advice of the Chair-
Elect, will appoint the membership of Council committees, subject to the approval of the Council.

c. Membership of Standing Committees. The Council may establish the terms of membership on Section
committees and may vest in the Chair or the Chair-Elect or both, to appoint members to Section committees
under the guidelines and restrictions the Council imposes. Membership of Section committees may consist of
Voting Members of the Section.

d. Standing Committees: Until otherwise determined by action of the Council, the standing committees of the
Section will be led by their respective and will include, but are not limited to:

a. Employment-based Issues Committee;

b. Family-based Issues Committee;

c. Deport & Removal Issues Committee;

d. Asylee & Refugee Issues Committee;

e. Non-Profit Immigration Services Committee;

f. Conference Planning & Publications Committee.

e. Committee Reports. The Council will monitor the activities and functions of the Section committees and may

require such committees to report to the Council with such frequency as the Council deems advisable.
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7.1

7.2

ARTICLE VII
MEETINGS

Meetings of the Council

Quorum. A quorum of the Council consists of a simple majority of the voting Council members. No action
may be taken at any Council meeting without the presence of a quorum of the Council.

Voting. Unless otherwise stated in these Bylaws or required by the policies of the State Bar, all binding actions
of the Council must be by a majority vote of the voting Council members present at the Council meeting.
Voting may be by written ballot, hand count, or voice vote. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed. Except as
may be otherwise provided by these Bylaws, Council meetings shall be governed by the then current edition
of Roberts Rules of Order.

Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Council shall be held in the fall, winter, and spring_and summer,
at such time and place as determined by the Chair. Notice of regular meetings will be delivered to Council
members by electronic mail or US mail at least ten days prior to the date of the meeting.

Special meetings. Special meetings of the Council may be held at such time and place as determined by the
Chair for the purpose of taking such necessary or emergency action as may be required before the next
scheduled regular Council meeting. Notice of a special meeting will be delivered to Council members by
electronic mail or US mail at least three days prior to the date of the meeting. The notice must describe the
general purpose or purposes of the meeting and the reason a special meeting is deemed necessary. A quorum
of the Council members may waive the notification requirement by affirmative vote at the special meeting.

Waiver of Notice by Attendance. Attendance of a Council member at a Council meeting constitutes waiver of
notice unless the Council member’s attendance is expressly for the purpose of objecting to the transaction of
business at the meeting without adequate notice.

Participation. With the approval of the Chair, Council members may participate in Council meetings by
teleconference or videoconference. A Council member participating by teleconference or videoconference is
counted toward a quorum and may vote on any matters coming before the Council meeting.

Section Meetings

a.

Annual Meeting. The Section will hold an annual meeting at such time and place as determined by the Chair
and approved by the Council. Notice of the annual meeting will be provided to Section members at least 20
days prior to the meeting and may be delivered by electronic mail, US mail, or prominent posting on the
Section’s website

Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Section may be held at such time and place as may be determined
by the Chair and approved by the Council. Notice of a special meeting shall be provided to Section members
at least 3 days prior to the meeting and may be delivered by electronic mail, US mail, or posting on the
homepage of the Section’s website. The notice must describe the general purpose or purposes of the special
meeting and the reason the special meeting is deemed necessary.

Quorum and Voting. At all Section meetings, a quorum consists of a simple majority of the Voting Members
present at the meeting. Voting may be by written ballot_(subject to the terms for email voting described
above) hand count, or voice vote. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed.

Meeting Attendance. A member who attends a meeting by teleconference or video conference shall be
counted as present at such meeting.
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8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

9.1.

9.2,

9.3.

9.4.

Committee Meetings. The Employment-Based Issues, Family-Based Issues, Removal & Deportation Issues,
Asylum & Refugee Issues, Non-Profit Immigration Services, and Conference Planning & Publications
Committees shall each meet

at the
Annual Meeting of this Section or at such other time and place as the of the respective
Committee, in consultation with the Chair, shall deem appropriate.

ARTICLE VIl
Financial Provisions

Depositories and Investments. Section funds must be invested consistent with the State Bar’s Investment Policy
as set forth in the State Bar Board of Directors Policy Manual, as the same may be amended from time to time.
Section funds must be deposited into either a branch of the State Bar banking depository or an alternative banking
depository meeting the requirements of the State Bar’s Investment Policy.

Financial Books, Records, and Reports. The Section must maintain accurate financial books and records and have
appropriate controls on the maintenance and disbursement of the Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits
the inclusion of the Section’s financial information in the State Bar’s financial statements and audit. The Section
must provide to the State Bar such financial information as may be required for compliance with the requirements
for the independent financial and/or internal audits of the State Bar as required by applicable law, rules and
regulations, and pursuant to the State Bar’s procedures for reporting section financial reporting, as such
procedures may be amended from time to time. The Section will submit to the Executive Director of the State Bar
by July 15%" of each year a budget for the then current fiscal year.

Sales Tax. To the extent required by law, the Section will collect sales tax on goods or services that it sells, and will
remit monthly to the State Bar all sales tax collected during the immediately preceding month, along with a report
listing the price, quantity and description of the goods or services so sold in such detail as the State Bar Accounting
Department reasonably may require to ensure compliance with applicable law, rules, and regulations.

State Bar Assistance. The Section may request the State Bar Accounting Department to manage Section funds,
including depositing dues, managing operating expenses, issuing checks and preparing financial reports and
budgets.

ARTICLE IX
Governmental Authority

Section Action not Action of the State Bar of Texas. No action, policy, determination, or recommendation of this
Section or any committee thereof shall be deemed to be, or be referred to as, the action of the State Bar of Texas
prior to submission of the same to, and approval by, the Board of Directors of the State Bar of Texas, the General
assembly of the State Bar of Texas in annual convention, or duly-authorized referendum of the State Bar of Texas.
Any resolution adopted or action taken by this Section may on request of this Section be reported by the Chair to
the State Bar of Texas for action thereon.

Governmental Authority Process. This Section, through the process called "Governmental Authority," may seek
the authority to present a position of the State Bar of Texas before a public, judicial, executive or legislative body.

Required Council Action. A position of this Section with respect to which the Governmental Authority process is
desired shall be authorized by the Council only after written notice to all members of the Council of the proposed
position to be adopted and the date at which the position will be considered by the Council. The proposed position
must be adopted by a quorum vote of the Council.

Compliance with Governmental Authority Handbook. If a proposed position is adopted by the Council as
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10.1.

10.2.

10.3.

10.4.

10.5

10.6.

10.7.

10.8.

10.9.

provided in Section 3 immediately preceding, thereafter all requirements and procedures set forth in the
Governmental Authority Handbook dated January 30, 1981, as amended from time to time, with respect to
application, notice, circulation, clearance, objections, disclaimer, presentation, filing and all other matters shall be
strictly followed.

ARTICLE X
Miscellaneous

Political or Social Policy Advocacy Position. No position may be taken by the Section or its members in the name
of the Section or the State Bar that advocates or advances a political or social policy position in violation of State
Bar policies, the State Bar Act, the State Bar Rules, or any other applicable state or federal law.

Section Name Change. The Section may not change its name without the approval of the State Bar Board of
Directors in accordance with the then current State Bar policies and procedures.

Confidentiality of Section Member Information. All information concerning any Section member that is deemed
confidential by state or federal law, including Tex. Govt. Code Ch. 552 and Tex. Occ. Code Ch. 59, including email
addresses, may be used only for official section business and may not be disclosed to the public or any third party.
The Section will take reasonable and necessary precautions to protect the confidentiality of all such information.

Amendment of Bylaws. These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the Section by a majority vote of the
Voting Members present and voting, provided that any proposed amendment is first approved by a majority of
the Council and notice of the proposed amendment in accordance with these Bylaws has been provided to all
Voting Members at least 30 days prior to the meeting at which the amendment will be considered. No amendment
will become effective until approved by the State Board of Directors in accordance with the then current State Bar
policies and procedures.

Approval by the State Bar of Texas. Any action by this Section must be approved by the State Bar of Texas before
it becomes effective as action of the State Bar. Any resolution adopted or action taken by this Section may, on
request of the Section, be reported by the Chair of this Section to the Annual Meeting of the State Bar of Texas
for action thereon by the State Bar of Texas.

Effectiveness. These Bylaws shall become effective upon approval thereof by the Board of Directors of the State
Bar of Texas, and upon adoption by this Section.

Printing. Unless the Council determines it is prudent to proceed otherwise, all printing for this Section or for any
committee of this Section shall be done under the supervision of the headquarters office of the State Bar of Texas.

Electronically Communicated Notices. Email, facsimile and other electronic communication shall constitute notice
for all purposes of these Bylaws.

Cooperation with Other Sections. In order to facilitate cooperation and communications with other Sections of
the State Bar of Texas, the Council may appoint an ex officio member to or a liaison with any Section of the State
Bar of Texas.
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Exhibit G



BYLAWS OF THE JUDICIAL SECTION
OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

ARTICLE |
Name, Purpose and Mission

Section 1. Name. This Section shall be known as the Judicial Section of the State Bar of
Texas.

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Section shall be to promote the objectives of the
Judiciary and the State Bar of Texas,, and to take such action as may be appropriate to
accomplish this,, subject to the Bylaws of this Section, the State Bar Act, State Bar Rules
and State Bar Board Policy Manual.

Section 3. Mission Statement. The Judicial Section of the State Bar of Texas advances the
interests of the Texas judiciary, works to improve the quality of justice in Texas,
examines issues affecting the judicial system, fosters public education about the judicial
system and matters of concern to the judiciary, promotes dialogue and collaboration
among judges, and provides a forum to discuss matters of concern to judges.

ARTICLE Il
Membership

Section 1. Eligibility. Any member of the State Bar of Texas who is a sitting, visiting,
retired, former, or federal Judge or Justice, or a full-time associate Judge of a court with
jurisdiction in Texas, excluding municipal and justice of the peace courts, whose right
to serve has not been formally suspended or terminated, shall be enrolled as a member
of the section, upon payment of dues.

Section 2. Dues. Members of this Section shall pay annual dues in an amount to be fixed
by the Judicial Section Board of Directors, subject to the approval of the State Bar Board
of Directors.

ARTICLE 1l
Officers and Board of Directors

Section 1. Officers and Executive Committee. The officers of this Section shall be: Chair,
Immediate Past Chair, Chair-Elect, and Secretary-Treasurer. The officers shall constitute
the Executive Committee of the Judicial Section Board of Directors. The Executive
Committee shall be empowered to take action with regard to the time-sensitive affairs
of the Section, between meetings of its Board of Directors.

Section 2. Chair. The currently serving Chair-Elect shall automatically become the Chair
of the Judicial Section at the close of the Section’s Annual Meeting, and only nominations
for the positions of Chair-Elect and elected members of the Board of Directors shall be
received and voted upon, as provided by these Bylaws.



Section 3. Chair-Elect. The Chair-Elect shall be nominated and elected at each annual
meeting of the Section, according to the Nominations and Elections procedure described
in these Bylaws, for a term beginning with election and ending with the election of a
successor. Nominations for the position of Chair-Elect shall be conducted in such a
manner as to ensure that the position rotates in a four-year cycle according to the
following schedule: (a) an intermediate appellate justice, (b) a district court judge, (c) a
statutory county court judge, (d) a district court judge. A district court judge shall serve
in fiscal years that end in an odd number and an intermediate appellate justice and a
statutory county court judge shall rotate service in fiscal years that end in an even
number.

Section 4. Secretary-Treasurer. The Chair, with the advice and consent of the Board of
Directors, shall appoint a Secretary-Treasurer, who shall serve during the term of the
appointing Chair, until a successor is appointed

Section 5. Board Composition. There shall be a Board of Directors charged with
managing the affairs of the Section. The Board of Directors shall consist of the following
positions: The Chair, the Chair-Elect, the Secretary-Treasurer, the Immediate Past Chair
and thirteen other members who shall be elected for a term of three years, using the
process described in these Bylaws. The thirteen regular members shall be elected
according to the following places:

Places 1 and 2 - Intermediate appellate court justices,

Places 3 through 7 - District judges

Places 8 and 9 - Judges of a statutory county court,

Place 10 - Retired judge or justice,

Place 11 - A justice of the Texas Supreme Court,

Place 12 - A judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals.

Place 13 - A full-time associate judge.
5.1. Presiding Judge of an Administrative Judicial Region Liaison. The Chair shall
appoint a Presiding Judge of an Administrative Judicial Region as an ex officio
member of the Judicial Section Board, for a term of one year, unless one is already
serving as an elected member. The Presiding Judges shall designate who is willing
to serve in this position.
5.2.Texas Center for the Judiciary Liaison. The Chair shall appoint a member of
the Texas Center for the Judiciary Board of Directors as an ex officio member of
the Judicial Section Board, for a term of one year, to serve as liaison between the

Center and the Judicial Section. The Chair of the Texas Center for the Judiciary
shall designate who is willing to serve in this position.



5.3. Geographic Representation. Insofar as practicable, each geographical area of
the State shall be represented by at least one member of the Board of Directors.

Section 6. Independent Board. No officer or member of the Board of Directors of the
Judicial Section may serve concurrently as an officer or member of the Board of Directors
of the Texas Center for the Judiciary.

Section 7. Judicial Status of Chair. Nothing in these Bylaws, nor any action of the Board
of Directors, shall cause a deviation from the rotation schedule of the Chair and Chair-
Elect, as defined by these Bylaws.

Section 8. Change in Judicial Status. All officers and members of the Board of Directors
shall be current judicial officeholders, unless serving in Place 10, as a retired judge or
justice. A member of the Board of Directors who leaves the bench or changes judicial
status must resign from the Board, unless serving in Place 10.

ARTICLE IV
Committees

Section 1. Legislative Committees. There shall be a Legislative Committee composed of
thirteen members, each serving a three year term, and ex-officio members, each serving
a one year term. Before November 1, each Chair of the Judicial Section shall appoint new
members for any expiring terms, and shall designate one member to serve as Chair of
the Committee for one year. The Chair, Chair-Elect, and Immediate Past Chair of the
Section shall be ex-officio members of the Committee for the term of their respective
offices, unless they are already serving a regular term on the committee. 1.1 Legislative
Committee Composition. The Legislative Committee shall be representative of the
judges of the Section Board and geographically apportioned. The committee shall be
composed of six district judges, three judges of a statutory county court, three appellate
court justices, and one full-time associate judge. One of the thirteen committee members
shall be a retired district judge or retired appellate justice. The other members shall be
current judicial officeholders.

1.2 Legislative Sub-Committees. Before November 1, each Chair of the Judicial
Section shall appoint a Chair and members to the following legislative sub-
committees: Civil Law, Criminal Justice, Family Law, and Juvenile Justice.

1.3 Legislative Committee and Sub-Committees’ Purpose. The purpose of the
Legislative Committee and Legislative Sub-Committees shall be to advance and
report on legislative matters of interest to the judiciary, subject to the rules and
restrictions outlined in the State Bar Act, State Bar Rules and State Bar Board Policy
Manual.

Section 2. Nominations Committee. Before April 1 of each year, the Chair of the Judicial
Section shall appoint a Nominations Committee consisting of one member from each
judicial region. The Nominations Committee shall serve until the conclusion of the next
annual meeting. The Nominations Committee shall be charged with submitting
nominations for Chair-Elect and for any expiring Board positions.



Section 3. Ethics Committee. There shall be an Ethics Committee composed of nine
members serving three staggered, three year terms. Before November 1, each Chair of
the Judicial Section shall appoint new members for any expiring terms and shall
designate one member to serve as Chair of the Committee for one year. The Ethics
Committee shall be charged with addressing ethical questions submitted by members
of the Section and shall, from time to time, issue written opinions on ethical issues of
importance to the judiciary.

Section 4. Bylaws and Resolutions Committee. Before November 1, each Chair of the
Judicial Section shall appoint a Bylaws and Resolutions Committee and shall designate
one member to serve as Chair of the Committee. The Bylaws and Resolutions Committee
shall draft resolution or bylaw amendments for consideration by the Board of Directions
the committee believes are appropriate and solicit resolutions and bylaws amendments
from the Section membership-of-the Section. Any member of the Judicial Section may
proposeirig adoption of a resolution or Bylaws amendment by presenting same shatt
present-stch to the Chair of the Bylaws and Resolutions Committee by May 1. Upon
receipt of a proposed resolution or Bylaw amendment, the Bylaws and Resolutions
Committee shall review the proposal and make recommendations to the Board of
Directors whether the proposal should be submitted to the Section membership at the
Section’s annual meeting. If a majority of the Board of Directions approves submission
of a proposed resolution or Bylaws amendment to the Section membership, the proposed
amendment shall be voted on by the Section membership present at the Section’s annual
meeting. Adoption of proposed resolutions and Bylaws shall occur if approved by a
majority of the Section membership present and voting at the Section’s Annual meeting.
Any proposed resolution or Bylaws amendment shall be made available in writing to the
Section membership, by posting on the Section’s website, at least 30 days before the
Section’s annual meeting.

Section 5. Other Committees. The Chair may create other committees as necessary to
carry on the work of the Judicial Section, and the membership of such a committee shall
be appointed by the Chair.

ARTICLE V
Nominations and Elections

Section 1. Duties of Nominations Committee. The Nominations Committee shall solicit
nominations from the section membership for the office of Chair-Elect and for members
to serve on the Board of Directors for any expiring terms. The Nominations Committee
shall meet to consider the nominations and shall recommend a slate of nominees to fill
those positions. In considering nominees for membership on the Board of Directors,
attention shall be given to maintaining geographical representation.

Section 2. Notification to Section. The slate of nominees shall be made available in
writing to the section membership by posting on the Section’s website, at least 30 days
before the Section’s Annual Meeting, and shall be furnished to the members of the
Section during the Section’s Annual Meeting, together with the information that
additional nominations may be made from the floor.



Section 3. Process. At the Annual Meeting of the Section, the slate of nominees
recommended by the Nominations Committee and any nominations made from the floor
shall be placed in nomination.

Section 4. Election. The Chair-Elect and members of the Board of Directors shall be
elected by a majority vote of Section members present and voting during the Annual
Meeting of the Section. The Chair-Elect candidate who receives a majority vote shall be
elected to serve for one year as Chair-Elect. The nominee for any open place on the Board
of Directors who receives a majority vote shall be elected to serve for a term of three
years.

ARTICLE VI
Duties of the Officers

Section 1. Chair. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Section,Board of Directors,
and Executive Committee, and shall take action to accomplish the objectives and
business of the Section, and perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to
this office.

1.1 Report to Membership. The Chair, with the assistance of the Secretary-
Treasurer, shall formulate and present a report of the work of the Section for the
year, for publication in the July issue of the Texas Bar Journal and for presentation
to the Section membership at its Annual Meeting.

1.2 Texas Center for the Judiciary Liaison. The Chair of this Section shall serve as
liaison to the Board of Directors of the Texas Center for the Judiciary, or, in the
alternative, shall appoint another member of the Judicial Section Board of
Directors to serve in this capacity. The liaison shall attend all Board of Directors
meetings of the Texas Center for the Judiciary and shall report to the Board of
Directors of the Section on all matters of interest, including matters requiring
cooperation between the Section and the Texas Center for the Judiciary.

Section 2. Chair-Elect. Upon the death, resignation, suspension, removal, termination, or
during the disability of the Chair, or upon the Chair’s refusal to act, the Chair-Elect shall
perform the duties of the Chair for the remainder of the Chair’s term. In the case of the
Chair’s disability the Chair-Elect shall serve only so long as the Chair’s disability
continues.

Section 3. Secretary-Treasurer. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be the custodian of all
books, papers, documents, and other property of the Section, including money. The
Secretary-Treasurer shall record the proceedings of all meetings and actions of the
Executive Committee and the Judicial Section’s Board of Directors, and shall keep a true
record of all monies appropriated to, and expended by the Section. The Secretary-
Treasurer shall submit copies of all investment reports, monthly bank statements,
canceled checks, deposit slips, and monthly check registers to the State Bar Accounting
Office, immediately upon receipt of same.

ARTICLE ViI



Duties and Powers of the Board of Directors

Section 1. Duties of the Board. The Judicial Section Board of Directors shall have general
supervision and control of the affairs of the Section subject to the provisions of these
Bylaws and the State Bar Act, State Bar Rules and State Bar Board Policy Manual. The
Board of Directors shall authorize all commitments or contracts which shall entail the
payment of money, and shall authorize the expenditure of all monies available for the
use or benefit of the Section.

Section 2. Quorum. Il binding actions of the Board of
Directors shall be by a majority vote of the members of the Judicial Section Board of
Directors

Section 3. Actions In Lieu of Meeting. In lieu of calling a formal meeting of the Board of
Directors, the Chair of the Judicial Section may submit any proposition upon which the
Board of Directors may be authorized to act to the Board, and the members of the Board
may vote upon such proposition by communicating their vote, in any manner designated
by the Chair, to the Secretary-Treasurer. The votes of the members of the Board shall be
recorded in the minutes and communicated immediately to the entire Board. A majority
vote of the Board shall constitute the binding action of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE Vil
Vacancies

Section 1. Removal for Conduct. If any director or officer is suspended, removed or
terminated by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct, or by any other authority of
the State of Texas, or is convicted of any felony or misdemeanor involving moral
turpitude, the office held by such person shall be deemed vacant.

Section 2. Inability to Serve .
pon any member of the Board of Directors’ incapacitation, resignation,
suspension, termination, retirement, death, or change in judicial status
, that place shall be deemed vacant

Section 3. Removal for Absences. If any member of the Board of Directors accumulates
two consecutive absences from properly noticed meetings, that are not excused by the
Chair, the Chair shall notify the Board member that his/her position is deemed vacated.
The Board member may request reinstatement by the Executive Committee within 30
days of notification. The Executive Committee shall review the request for reinstatement.
The decision made by the Executive Committee regarding the vacancy shall be final.

Section 4. Vacancies on the Board. Any vacancy occurring in places 1-13 shall be filled
on the recommendation of the Chair and affirmed by the Board of Directors. The new
member shall serve the remainder of any unexpired term.

Section 5. Vacancy by the Chair-Elect. In the case of a vacancy in the Chair-Elect position



Nominations Committee shall
nominee for Chair in the slate of nominees for
the next scheduled election. Nominations will also be accepted
from the floor, and the Chair shall be elected by a majority vote of those Section
members present and voting at the Section’s Annual Meeting.

Section 6. Vacancy by Chair. In the case of a vacancy in the Chair’s position, the Chair-
Elect shall perform the duties of the Chair for the remainder of the Chair’s term. In the
case of the Chair’s disability, the Chair-Elect shall perform the Chair’s duties only during
so much of the term as the disability continues.

Section 7. Vacancy by Chair and Chair-Elect. In the case of a simultaneous vacancy in
the Chair and Chair-Elect’s positions, the Treasurer shall call and preside over a special
meeting of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall elect one of its members
as Chair to serve for the remainder of the year who is qualified to serve, according to
the rotation schedule described in these Bylaws.

ARTICLE IX
Section Meetings

Section 1. Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting of the Section shall be held at a time and
place to be determined by the Judicial Section Board of Directors, with such program and
such order of business as may be formulated by the Chair of the Section, with the advice
and consent of the Board of Directors.

Section 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Section may be called by the Chair
at such time and place as the Chair and Board of Directors may determine.

Section 3. Quorum. The Section members present at any properly noticed meeting shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All binding action of the Section
shall be by a majority vote of the members present.

Section 4. Notice of Meeting. Notice of the Section’s Annual Meeting and any special
meeting of the Section membership shall be provided at least 30 days in advance, by
posting on the Section’s website and by sending written notice to the Section’s
membership.

ARTICLE X
Financial Provisions

Section 1. No Compensation. No salary or compensation shall be paid to any officer,
Board of Directors member, or member of any committee.



Section 2. Expenditures of Funds. Any unbudgeted expenditure over $2500, to any
entity, in a fiscal year, must be approved by a vote of the full Board of Directors.

Section 3. Contractual Obligations. Any contract spanning more than one fiscal year,
either express or implied, must be approved by a vote of the full Board of Directors.
Section 4. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Judicial Section shall commence on June 1
of each calendar year and terminate May 31 of the following calendar year.

Section 5. State Bar Audit. The Section must maintain accurate financial books and
records and have appropriate controls on the maintenance and disbursement of the
Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits the inclusion of the Section’s financial
information in the State Bar’s financial statements and audit. The Section will submit a
budget to the Executive Director of the State Bar by July 15th of each year for the current
fiscal year.

Section 6. Investments. Section funds can only be invested within the parameters
outlined in the investment policy set forth in the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors’
Policy Manual, as amended.

ARTICLE XI
Miscellaneous Provisions

Section 1. Advocacy. No position may be taken by the Judicial Section, or its members in
the name of the Section, that advocates or advances a political or social policy position.
However, this shall not be construed so as to prohibit the support for, or advancement
of, proposed changes in state laws or court rules designed to improve the judicial branch
of government.

Section 2. Confidential Information. Information concerning any Section member that is
deemed confidential by state or federal law, including Tex. Govt. Code Ch. 552 and Tex.
Occ. Code Ch. 59, including email addresses, may be used only for official section
business and may not be disclosed to the public or to any third party. The Section will
take reasonable and necessary precautions to protect the confidentiality of all such
information.

ARTICLE XII
Bylaws Amendments

Section 1. Board Approval. Any amendments to these Bylaws must first be approved by
a majority vote of the Judicial Section Board of Directors present and voting at a properly
noticed meeting.

Section 2. Notice to Membership of Amendments. After approval by the Board of
Directors, any proposed amendments to these Bylaws shall be made available for review
by the full membership by posting on the Section’s website at least 30 days prior to
the Section’s Annual Meeting



Section 3. Membership Approval. After Board approval, amendments to these Bylaws
must be approved by a majority vote of the Section members present and voting during
the Section’s Annual Meeting.

Section 4. Effective Date. Amendments to these Bylaws must receive final approval by
the State Bar Board of Directors, in accordance with current State Bar policies and
procedures, and shall become effective on the date of that approval.

Approved by the State Bar Board of Directors on the ____ day September, 2019.
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BYLAWS OF THE JUDICIAL SECTION
OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

ARTICLE |
Name, Purpose and Mission

Section 1. Name. This Section shall be known as the Judicial Section of the State Bar of
Texas.

Section 2. Purpose. The purpose of this Section shall be to promote the objectives of the
Judiciary and the State Bar of Texas,, and to take such action as may be appropriate to
accomplish this,, subject to the Bylaws of this Section, the State Bar Act, State Bar Rules
and State Bar Board Policy Manual.

Section 3. Mission Statement. The Judicial Section of the State Bar of Texas advances the
interests of the Texas judiciary, works to improve the quality of justice in Texas,
examines issues affecting the judicial system, fosters public education about the judicial
system and matters of concern to the judiciary, promotes dialogue and collaboration
among judges, and provides a forum to discuss matters of concern to judges.

ARTICLE I
Membership

Section 1. Eligibility. Any member of the State Bar of Texas who is a sitting, visiting,
retired, former, or federal Judge or Justice, or a full-time associate Judge of a court with
jurisdiction in Texas, excluding municipal and justice of the peace courts, whose right
to serve has not been formally suspended or terminated, shall be enrolled as a member
of the section, upon payment of dues.

Section 2. Dues. Members of this Section shall pay annual dues in an amount to be fixed
by the Judicial Section Board of Directors, subject to the approval of the State Bar Board
of Directors.

ARTICLE 1l
Officers and Board of Directors

Section 1. Officers and Executive Committee. The officers of this Section shall be: Chair,
Immediate Past Chair, Chair-Elect, and Secretary-Treasurer. The officers shall constitute
the Executive Committee of the Judicial Section Board of Directors. The Executive
Committee shall be empowered to take action with regard to the time-sensitive affairs
of the Section, between meetings of its Board of Directors.

Section 2. Chair. The currently serving Chair-Elect shall automatically become the Chair
of the Judicial Section at the close of the Section’s Annual Meeting, and only nominations
for the positions of Chair-Elect and elected members of the Board of Directors shall be
received and voted upon, as provided by these Bylaws.



Section 3. Chair-Elect. The Chair-Elect shall be nominated and elected at each annual
meeting of the Section, according to the Nominations and Elections procedure described
in these Bylaws, for a term beginning with election and ending with the election of a
successor. Nominations for the position of Chair-Elect shall be conducted in such a
manner as to ensure that the position rotates in a four-year cycle according to the
following schedule: (a) an intermediate appellate justice, (b) a district court judge, (c) a
statutory county court judge, (d) a district court judge. A district court judge shall serve
in fiscal years that end in an odd number and an intermediate appellate justice and a
statutory county court judge shall rotate service in fiscal years that end in an even
number.

Section 4. Secretary-Treasurer. The Chair, with the advice and consent of the Board of
Directors, shall appoint a Secretary-Treasurer, who shall serve during the term of the
appointing Chair, until a successor is appointed

Section 5. Board Composition. There shall be a Board of Directors charged with
managing the affairs of the Section. The Board of Directors shall consist of the following
positions: The Chair, the Chair-Elect, the Secretary-Treasurer, the Immediate Past Chair
and thirteen other members who shall be elected for a term of three years, using the
process described in these Bylaws. The thirteen regular members shall be elected
according to the following places:

Places 1T and 2 - Intermediate appellate court justices,

Places 3 through 7 - District judges

Places 8 and 9 - Judges of a statutory county court,

Place 10 - Retired judge or justice,

Place 11 - A justice of the Texas Supreme Court,

Place 12 - A judge of the Court of Criminal Appeals.

Place 13 - A full-time associate judge.
5.1. Presiding Judge of an Administrative Judicial Region Liaison. The Chair shall
appoint a Presiding Judge of an Administrative Judicial Region as an ex officio
member of the Judicial Section Board, for a term of one year, unless one is already
serving as an elected member. The Presiding Judges shall designate who is willing
to serve in this position.
5.2.Texas Center for the Judiciary Liaison. The Chair shall appoint a member of
the Texas Center for the Judiciary Board of Directors as an ex officio member of
the Judicial Section Board, for a term of one year, to serve as liaison between the

Center and the Judicial Section. The Chair of the Texas Center for the Judiciary
shall designate who is willing to serve in this position.



5.3. Geographic Representation. Insofar as practicable, each geographical area of
the State shall be represented by at least one member of the Board of Directors.

Section 6. Independent Board. No officer or member of the Board of Directors of the
Judicial Section may serve concurrently as an officer or member of the Board of Directors
of the Texas Center for the Judiciary.

Section 7. Judicial Status of Chair. Nothing in these Bylaws, nor any action of the Board
of Directors, shall cause a deviation from the rotation schedule of the Chair and Chair-
Elect, as defined by these Bylaws.

Section 8. Change in Judicial Status. All officers and members of the Board of Directors
shall be current judicial officeholders, unless serving in Place 10, as a retired judge or
justice. A member of the Board of Directors who leaves the bench or changes judicial
status must resign from the Board, unless serving in Place 10.

ARTICLE IV
Committees

Section 1. Legislative Committees. There shall be a Legislative Committee composed of
thirteen members, each serving a three year term, and ex-officio members, each serving
a one year term. Before November 1, each Chair of the Judicial Section shall appoint new
members for any expiring terms, and shall designate one member to serve as Chair of
the Committee for one year. The Chair, Chair-Elect, and Immediate Past Chair of the
Section shall be ex-officio members of the Committee for the term of their respective
offices, unless they are already serving a regular term on the committee. 1.1 Legislative
Committee Composition. The Legislative Committee shall be representative of the
judges of the Section Board and geographically apportioned. The committee shall be
composed of six district judges, three judges of a statutory county court, three appellate
court justices, and one full-time associate judge. One of the thirteen committee members
shall be a retired district judge or retired appellate justice. The other members shall be
current judicial officeholders.

1.2 Legislative Sub-Committees. Before November 1, each Chair of the Judicial
Section shall appoint a Chair and members to the following legislative sub-
committees: Civil Law, Criminal Justice, Family Law, and Juvenile Justice.

1.3 Legislative Committee and Sub-Committees’ Purpose. The purpose of the
Legislative Committee and Legislative Sub-Committees shall be to advance and
report on legislative matters of interest to the judiciary, subject to the rules and
restrictions outlined in the State Bar Act, State Bar Rules and State Bar Board Policy
Manual.

Section 2. Nominations Committee. Before April 1 of each year, the Chair of the Judicial
Section shall appoint a Nominations Committee consisting of one member from each
judicial region. The Nominations Committee shall serve until the conclusion of the next
annual meeting. The Nominations Committee shall be charged with submitting
nominations for Chair-Elect and for any expiring Board positions.



Section 3. Ethics Committee. There shall be an Ethics Committee composed of nine
members serving three staggered, three year terms. Before November 1, each Chair of
the Judicial Section shall appoint new members for any expiring terms and shall
designate one member to serve as Chair of the Committee for one year. The Ethics
Committee shall be charged with addressing ethical questions submitted by members
of the Section and shall, from time to time, issue written opinions on ethical issues of
importance to the judiciary.

Section 4. Bylaws and Resolutions Committee. Before November 1, each Chair of the
Judicial Section shall appoint a Bylaws and Resolutions Committee and shall designate
one member to serve as Chair of the Committee. The Bylaws and Resolutions Committee
shall draft resolution or bylaw amendments for consideration by the Board of Directions
the committee believes are appropriate and solicit resolution and bylaw amendments
from the Section membership. Any member of the Judicial Section may propose adoption
of a resolution or Bylaw amendment by presenting same to the Chair of the Bylaws and
Resolutions Committee by May 1. Upon receipt of a proposed resolution or Bylaw
amendment, the Bylaws and Resolutions Committee shall review the proposal and make
recommendations to the Board of Directors whether the proposal should be submitted
to the Section membership at the Section’s annual meeting. If a majority of the Board
of Directions approves submission of a proposed resolution or Bylaws amendment to
the Section membership, the proposed amendment shall be voted on by the Section
membership present at the Section’s annual meeting. Adoption of proposed resolutions
and Bylaws shall occur if approved by a majority of the Section membership present and
voting at the Section’s Annual meeting. Any proposed resolution or Bylaw amendment
shall be made available in writing to the Section membership, by posting on the Section’s
website, at least 30 days before the Section’s annual meeting.

Section 5. Other Committees. The Chair may create other committees as necessary to
carry on the work of the Judicial Section, and the membership of such a committee shall
be appointed by the Chair.

ARTICLE V
Nominations and Elections

Section 1. Duties of Nominations Committee. The Nominations Committee shall solicit
nominations from the section membership for the office of Chair-Elect and for members
to serve on the Board of Directors for any expiring terms. The Nominations Committee
shall meet to consider the nominations and shall recommend a slate of nominees to fill
those positions. In considering nominees for membership on the Board of Directors,
attention shall be given to maintaining geographical representation.

Section 2. Notification to Section. The slate of nominees shall be made available in
writing to the section membership by posting on the Section’s website, at least 30 days
before the Section’s Annual Meeting, and shall be furnished to the members of the
Section during the Section’s Annual Meeting, together with the information that
additional nominations may be made from the floor.



Section 3. Process. At the Annual Meeting of the Section, the slate of nominees
recommended by the Nominations Committee and any nominations made from the floor
shall be placed in nomination.

Section 4. Election. The Chair-Elect and members of the Board of Directors shall be
elected by a majority vote of Section members present and voting during the Annual
Meeting of the Section. The Chair-Elect candidate who receives a majority vote shall be
elected to serve for one year as Chair-Elect. The nominee for any open place on the Board
of Directors who receives a majority vote shall be elected to serve for a term of three
years.

ARTICLE VI
Duties of the Officers

Section 1. Chair. The Chair shall preside at all meetings of the Section,Board of Directors,
and Executive Committee, and shall take action to accomplish the objectives and
business of the Section, and perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to
this office.

1.1 Report to Membership. The Chair, with the assistance of the Secretary-
Treasurer, shall formulate and present a report of the work of the Section for the
year, for publication in the July issue of the Texas Bar Journal and for presentation
to the Section membership at its Annual Meeting.

1.2 Texas Center for the Judiciary Liaison. The Chair of this Section shall serve as
liaison to the Board of Directors of the Texas Center for the Judiciary, or, in the
alternative, shall appoint another member of the Judicial Section Board of
Directors to serve in this capacity. The liaison shall attend all Board of Directors
meetings of the Texas Center for the Judiciary and shall report to the Board of
Directors of the Section on all matters of interest, including matters requiring
cooperation between the Section and the Texas Center for the Judiciary.

Section 2. Chair-Elect. Upon the death, resignation, suspension, removal, termination, or
during the disability of the Chair, or upon the Chair’s refusal to act, the Chair-Elect shall
perform the duties of the Chair for the remainder of the Chair’s term. In the case of the
Chair’s disability the Chair-Elect shall serve only so long as the Chair’s disability
continues.

Section 3. Secretary-Treasurer. The Secretary-Treasurer shall be the custodian of all
books, papers, documents, and other property of the Section, including money. The
Secretary-Treasurer shall record the proceedings of all meetings and actions of the
Executive Committee and the Judicial Section’s Board of Directors, and shall keep a true
record of all monies appropriated to, and expended by the Section. The Secretary-
Treasurer shall submit copies of all investment reports, monthly bank statements,
canceled checks, deposit slips, and monthly check registers to the State Bar Accounting
Office, immediately upon receipt of same.

ARTICLE ViI



Duties and Powers of the Board of Directors

Section 1. Duties of the Board. The Judicial Section Board of Directors shall have general
supervision and control of the affairs of the Section subject to the provisions of these
Bylaws and the State Bar Act, State Bar Rules and State Bar Board Policy Manual. The
Board of Directors shall authorize all commitments or contracts which shall entail the
payment of money, and shall authorize the expenditure of all monies available for the
use or benefit of the Section.

Section 2. Quorum. All binding actions of the Board of Directors shall be by a majority
vote of the members of the Judicial Section Board of Directors voting who are present,
either in person or by telephone conferencing .

Section 3. Actions In Lieu of Meeting. In lieu of calling a formal meeting of the Board of
Directors, the Chair of the Judicial Section may submit any proposition upon which the
Board of Directors may be authorized to act to the Board, and the members of the Board
may vote upon such proposition by communicating their vote, in any manner designated
by the Chair, to the Secretary-Treasurer. The votes of the members of the Board shall be
recorded in the minutes and communicated immediately to the entire Board. A majority
vote of the Board shall constitute the binding action of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE VIl
Vacancies

Section 1. Removal for Conduct. If any director or officer is suspended, removed or
terminated by the State Commission on Judicial Conduct, or by any other authority of
the State of Texas, or is convicted of any felony or misdemeanor involving moral
turpitude, the office held by such person shall be deemed vacant.

Section 2. Inability to Serve and Effect on Board Positions. Except as provided in Sections
5 and 7, upon any member of the Board of Directors’ incapacitation, resignation,
suspension, termination, retirement, death, or change in judicial status, that place shall
be deemed vacant for the remainder of the year and filled at the next annual section
meeting.

Section 3. Removal for Absences. If any member of the Board of Directors accumulates
two consecutive absences from properly noticed meetings, that are not excused by the
Chair, the Chair shall notify the Board member that his/her position is deemed vacated.
The Board member may request reinstatement by the Executive Committee within 30
days of notification. The Executive Committee shall review the request for reinstatement.
The decision made by the Executive Committee regarding the vacancy shall be final.

Section 4. Vacancies on the Board. Any vacancy occurring in places 1-13 shall be filled
on the recommendation of the Chair and affirmed by the Board of Directors. The new
member shall serve the remainder of any unexpired term.

Section 5. Vacancy by the Chair-Elect. In the case of a vacancy in the Chair-Elect position
due to a change in the Chair-Elect’s judicial status, the Board of Directors, at the next
regularly scheduled meeting after the vacancy occurs, shall appoint a qualified Section



member to serve as Chair-Elect for the remainder of the year .The Nominations
Committee shall name the appointed Chair-Elect as its nominee for Chair in the slate of
nominees for the next scheduled election. Nominations for the Chair position will also
be accepted from the floor, and the Chair shall be elected by a majority vote of those
Section members present and voting at the Section’s Annual Meeting.

Section 6. Vacancy by Chair. In the case of a vacancy in the Chair’s position, the Chair-
Elect shall perform the duties of the Chair for the remainder of the Chair’s term. In the
case of the Chair’s disability, the Chair-Elect shall perform the Chair’s duties only during
so much of the term as the disability continues.

Section 7. Vacancy by Chair and Chair-Elect. In the case of a simultaneous vacancy in
the Chair and Chair-Elect’s positions, the Treasurer shall call and preside over a special
meeting of the Board of Directors. The Board of Directors shall elect one of its members
as Chair to serve for the remainder of the year who is qualified to serve, according to
the rotation schedule described in these Bylaws. . The Board of Directors shall also
appoint a qualified Section member to serve as Chair-Elect for the remainder of the year
who will be the nominee for Chair in the Nominations Committee’s slate of nominees for
the next scheduled election.

ARTICLE IX
Section Meetings

Section 1. Annual Meeting. The Annual Meeting of the Section shall be held at a time and
place to be determined by the Judicial Section Board of Directors, with such program and
such order of business as may be formulated by the Chair of the Section, with the advice
and consent of the Board of Directors.

Section 2. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Section may be called by the Chair
at such time and place as the Chair and Board of Directors may determine.

Section 3. Quorum. The Section members present at any properly noticed meeting shall
constitute a quorum for the transaction of business. All binding action of the Section
shall be by a majority vote of the members present.

Section 4. Notice of Meeting. Notice of the Section’s Annual Meeting and any special
meeting of the Section membership shall be provided at least 30 days in advance, by
posting on the Section’s website and by sending written notice to the Section’s
membership.

ARTICLE X
Financial Provisions

Section 1. No Compensation. No salary or compensation shall be paid to any officer,
Board of Directors member, or member of any committee.

Section 2. Expenditures of Funds. Any unbudgeted expenditure over $2500, to any
entity, in a fiscal year, must be approved by a vote of the full Board of Directors.



Section 3. Contractual Obligations. Any contract spanning more than one fiscal year,
either express or implied, must be approved by a vote of the full Board of Directors.
Section 4. Fiscal Year. The fiscal year of the Judicial Section shall commence on June 1
of each calendar year and terminate May 31 of the following calendar year.

Section 5. State Bar Audit. The Section must maintain accurate financial books and
records and have appropriate controls on the maintenance and disbursement of the
Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits the inclusion of the Section’s financial
information in the State Bar’s financial statements and audit. The Section will submit a
budget to the Executive Director of the State Bar by July 15th of each year for the current
fiscal year.

Section 6. Investments. Section funds can only be invested within the parameters
outlined in the investment policy set forth in the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors’
Policy Manual, as amended.

ARTICLE XI
Miscellaneous Provisions

Section 1. Advocacy. No position may be taken by the Judicial Section, or its members in
the name of the Section, that advocates or advances a political or social policy position.
However, this shall not be construed so as to prohibit the support for, or advancement
of, proposed changes in state laws or court rules designed to improve the judicial branch
of government.

Section 2. Confidential Information. Information concerning any Section member that is
deemed confidential by state or federal law, including Tex. Govt. Code Ch. 552 and Tex.
Occ. Code Ch. 59, including email addresses, may be used only for official section
business and may not be disclosed to the public or to any third party. The Section will
take reasonable and necessary precautions to protect the confidentiality of all such
information.

ARTICLE XII
Bylaws Amendments

Section 1. Board Approval. Any amendments to these Bylaws must first be approved by
a majority vote of the Judicial Section Board of Directors present and voting at a properly
noticed meeting.

Section 2. Notice to Membership of Amendments. After approval by the Board of
Directors, any proposed amendments to these Bylaws shall be made available for review
by the full membership by posting on the Section’s website at least 30 days prior to
the Section’s Annual Meeting

Section 3. Membership Approval. After Board approval, amendments to these Bylaws
must be approved by a majority vote of the Section members present and voting during
the Section’s Annual Meeting.



Section 4. Effective Date. Amendments to these Bylaws must receive final approval by
the State Bar Board of Directors, in accordance with current State Bar policies and
procedures, and shall become effective on the date of that approval.

Approved by the State Bar Board of Directors on the ____ day September, 2019.



BYLAWS OF THE
CHILD PROTECTION LAW SECTION
OF THE STATE BAR OF TEXAS

ARTICLEI.
Name and Purpose

1.1 Name. This Section shall be known as the Child Protection Law Section of the State Bar of
Texas.

1.2 Purpose. The purpose of the Child Protection Law Section shall be to promote the objectives
of the State Bar of Texas by improving the practice of Child Protection Law and by educating
Texas attorneys who practice in this area, subject to the Bylaws of this Section and the laws,
rules, and regulations of the State Bar of Texas.

ARTICLE II.
Members and Dues

2.1 Members.

a. Voting Members. Voting Members of the Section are those licensed Texas attorneys
who are members in good standing of the State Bar, have joined the Section, and are
current in the payment of their Section dues. Only voting members may vote in Section
elections and on matters coming before the Section members for action.

b. Associate Members. Associate members of the Section are those individuals who are
not licensed to practice law in Texas and are limited to paralegals who are members in
good standing of the paralegal division or law students currently enrolled at an accredited
Texas law school, who have joined the Section and are current in the payment of their
Section dues. Associate members may not hold themselves out as being members of the
State Bar or make any representation that they are licensed by the State Bar. Associate
members shall have no Section member voting rights.

2.2 Section Dues. Each member of the Section shall pay annual Section dues in an
amount established from time to time by the Section Council and approved by the
State Bar Board of Directors. Section dues shall be due and payable on or before
June 1 of each year.

2.3 Termination of Membership. On the occurrence of any of the following, a
Section member shall immediately cease to be a member of the Section without
any further action required:

a. any member who is not current in the payment of section dues;

b. any Voting Member who ceases to be a member in good standing of the
State Bar of Texas;
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c. any Associate Member who is found by a majority vote of the Council to
have represented himself or herself as a member of the State Bar or as a
member licensed by the State Bar.

ARTICLE IIl.
Council and Officers

3.1 Council.
a. The powers, business, and property of the Section shall be conducted,
controlled, and managed by a Council, to the extent authorized by law and
the policies of the State Bar.
b. The Council is composed of the following members:

i. Nine (9) elected at-large Council members, all of whom must be
voting members of the Section in good standing;

ii. The Section Officers as described herein;

iii. The State Bar of Texas President and President-Elect as non-voting
ex officio members;

iv.Past Chairs of the Section and of the Child Abuse and Neglect
Committee as non-voting ex officio members; and

v. Such other non-voting ex officio members appointed by the Council
as it may from time to time determine by resolution.

c. Terms. Elected Council members shall serve three-year terms,
commencing on the adjournment of the Section’s annual meeting at which
they are elected and ending on the adjournment of the Section’s third annual
meeting thereafter or, if later, when their successors have been elected and
have assumed office. Three elected Council members shall be elected each
year in accordance with the election provisions below. No elected Council
member may serve more than two consecutive three-year terms.

3.2 Officers.
a. The Officers of the Section are:
i. the Chair;

ii. the Immediate Past-Chair;
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iii. the Chair-Elect;

iv. the Vice Chair

V. the Secretary; and - Deleted:i

vi. the Treasurer.

b. Terms. Section Officers are elected in accordance with the election
provisions below and serve one-year terms, commencing on the
adjournment of the Section’s annual meeting at which they are elected and
ending on the adjournment of the Section’s next annual meeting or, if later,
when their successors have been elected and have assumed office. No
officer may serve more than one consecutive elected term.

c. Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall consist of the
Officers listed in section 3.2 above.

ARTICLE IV.
Nominations and Elections

4.1 Nominations.

a. Appointment. Within 90 days after assuming office, the Chair will appoint
a Nominating Committee consisting of five (5) individuals, including the Chair
and Immediate Past-Chair, one elected Council member, and two other
voting members of the Section.

b. Notice. Within 30 days following the appointment of the Nominating
Committee, the Chair will cause notice to be given to the voting members of
the Section, identifying the members of the Nominating Committee and
calling for nominations for Chair-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, elected Council
members whose terms expire that year, and for any vacancies created by
unexpired terms. Notice is sufficient if made by electronic mail, U.S. mail,
prominent posting on the Section’s website, or publication in the Section’s
newsletter.

c. Nominations. Any member of the Section may submit nominations to any
member of the Nominating Committee, for any open position, during the
time beginning on the date of the notification and ending 90 days before the
Section’s next annual meeting. Upon receipt of a nomination, the
Nominating Committee will confirm that each nominee wishes to be
considered for election. From the candidates who have accepted
nomination, the Nominating Committee will select one individual for each
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position up for election and will notify the voting members of the full
nominations slate. Notification of nominations will be delivered or published
no later than 30 days prior to the Section’s annual meeting. Such notification
may be made by electronic mail, U.S. mail, prominent posting on the
Section’s website, or publication in the Section’s newsletter.

4.2 Elections. The voting members present at the Section’s annual meeting will
elect the Chair-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, council members to fill the three expired
terms and council member(s) to fill any unexpired vacant terms, from the
Nominating Committee’s nominees or from nominations made from the floor.
Elections will be by simple majority; voting may be by written ballot or show of
hands as the Council deems appropriate.

4.3 Chair Succession. Upon the expiration of the Chair’s term, the Chair-Elect will
assume the office of Chair.

4.4 Vacancies.

a. Inability to Serve. Upon any member of the Council’s death, disability,
resignation or termination of section membership, that place shall be
deemed vacant.

b. Removal for Absences. If any member of the Board of Directors
accumulates two consecutive absences from properly noticed meetings
that are not excused by the Chair, the Chair shall notify the council member
that his/her position is deemed vacated.

c. Vacancy by the Chair. In the event the Chair’s position is vacated, the
Chair-Elect shall perform the duties of the Chair for the remainder of the
Chair’s term or disability.

d. Other Vacancies. In the event of any other vacancy, the Council may fill
the vacancy by appointment. The person so filling the vacancy will serve until
the close of the next Section annual meeting. The remainder of any elected
Council member’s vacated, unexpired term will be filled by election at the
next Section annual meeting in accordance with these Bylaws.
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ARTICLE V.
Duties and Powers of Officers

5.1 Chair. The Chair will preside over all meetings of the Section and of the Council,
plan and supervise the activities of the Section, serve on the State Bar’s Council of
Chairs Committee, and perform such other duties and acts as usually pertain to the
office.

5.2 Chair-Elect. The Chair-Elect will perform the duties of Chair during the disability
or absence of the Chair and will perform such other duties as directed by the Chair
or the Council.

5.3 The Vice-Chair will perform the duties of the Chair during the absence or
disability of the Chair and the Chair-Elect and will perform such other duties as
directed by the Chair or the council.

5.4 Secretary. The Secretary will serve as the custodian of the books, reports, and

records of the Section, with the exception of the financial records, keep a correct
record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Section and the Council, and
maintain the rosters of the Section members, the Section committees, and the
Council.

5.5 Treasurer. The Treasurer will serve as the custodian of all financial reports of the
Section, receive all dues and other funds paid to the Section, provide required
financial information to the State Bar, invest the funds of the Section subject to the
requirements and parameters established by the State Bar, and provide financial
reports to the Council at each of its meetings. Subject to requirements of the State
Bar and the approval of the Council, the Treasurer, has full authority to appoint
depositories of the funds of the Section and to make deposits thereto and
withdrawals therefrom.

5.6, Immediate Past Chair. The Immediate Past Chair shall perform such duties as

= (Deleted:B

o (Deleted: 5

directed by the Chair and the Council.

5.7 Executive Committee. The Executive Committee shall consist of each of the

o (Deleted: 6

section officers and is empowered to take action with regard to the time-sensitive
affairs of the Section, between regular meetings of the council and may authorize
expenditures up to $250 without a vote of the full council.
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ARTICLE VI.
Duties and Powers of the Council

6.1 Authority. Subject to applicable law and the policies of the State Bar, the
Council will have general supervision and control of the affairs of the Section to
ensure that the purposes and objectives of the Section are carried out. The Council
will supervise the expenditure of funds received by the Section from dues and all
other Section activities.

6.2. Council Committees.

a. Establishment. From time to time, the Council may establish such
committees and task forces as it deems advisable to perform such duties
and exercise such powers as the Council directs, subject to the limitations
of these Bylaws, the policies and procedures of the State Bar of Texas, and
all applicable law.

b. Membership of Council Committees. Membership of Council committees
will consist of Council members, members-at-large, and such non-voting
ex officio members as the Council determines. The Chair will appoint the
chair and members of each committee.

c. Standing Committees. Until otherwise determined by action of the
Council, the standing committees of the Section will include, but are not
limited to:

i. Newsletter/Publications Editorial Committee;
ii. Technology/Website Committee;

iii. Continuing Legal Education Committee;

iv. Legislative Committee;

v. Communications Committee

vi. Scope Committee
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vii Nominations Committee
viii Executive Committee

d. Standing Committee Reports. The Council will monitor the activities
and functions of the Section committees and may require such
committees to report to the Council with such frequency as the Council
deems advisable.

ARTICLE VII.
Meetings

7.1 Meetings of the Council.

a. Quorum. A quorum of the Council consists of a simple majority of the
voting Council members. No action may be taken at any Council meeting
without the presence of a quorum of the Council.

b. Voting. Unless otherwise stated in these Bylaws or required by the policies
of the State Bar, all binding actions of the Council must be by a majority vote
of the voting Council members. Voting may be by written ballot, hand count,
or voice vote. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed. Except as may be
otherwise provided in these Bylaws, Council meetings shall be governed by
the current edition of Roberts Rules of Order.

c. Regular Meetings. Regular meetings of the Council shall be held in the
summer, winter, spring and fall, at such time and place as determined by the
Chair. Notice of regular meetings will be delivered to Council members by
electronic mail or U.S. mail at least ten days prior to the date of the meeting.

d. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Council may be held at such time
and place as determined by the Chair for the purpose of taking such necessary
or emergency action as may be required before the next scheduled regular
Council meeting. Notice of a special meeting will be delivered to the Council
members by electronic mail or U.S. mail at least three days prior to the date
of the meeting. The notice must describe the general purpose or purposes of
the meeting and the reason a special meeting is deemed necessary. A
qguorum of the Council members may waive the notification requirement by
affirmative vote at the special meeting.

e. Waiver of Notice by Attendance. Attendance of a Council member at a
Council meeting constitutes waiver of notice unless the Council member’s
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attendance is expressly for the purpose of objecting to the transaction of
business at the meeting without adequate notice.

f. Participation. With the approval of the Chair, Council members may
participate in Council meetings by teleconference or videoconference. A
Council member participating by teleconference or videoconference is
counted toward a quorum and may vote on any matters coming before the
Council at the meeting.

g. Actions in Lieu of Meeting. With the written consent of two-thirds of the
voting members of the Council, the Council may take action on a matter
concerning the Section through the use of electronic mail or U.S. mail. In such
event, the Chair will send notice by electronic mail or U.S. mail to all Council
members with an explanation of the action and fiscal impact of the action, if
any, and will request each member of the Council to cast their vote for or
against the action by electronic mail to the entire council. Upon receipt of all
votes, the Secretary will notify the Council members of the result.

7.2 Section Meetings.

a. Annual Meeting. The Section will hold an annual meeting at such time and
place as determined by the Chair and approved by the Council. Notice of the
annual meeting will be provided to Section members at least 30 days prior to
the meeting and may be delivered by electronic mail, U.S. mail, or prominent
posting on the Section’s website.

b. Special Meetings. Special meetings of the Section may be held at such
time and place as may be determined by the Chair and approved by the
Council. Notice of a special meeting shall be provided to Section members at
least 10 days prior to the meeting and may be delivered by electronic mail,
U.S. mail, or posting on the homepage of the Section’s website. The notice
must describe the general purpose or purposes of the special meeting and
the reason a special meeting is deemed necessary.

c. Quorum and Voting. At all Section meetings, a quorum consists of a simple
majority of voting members present at the meeting. Voting may be by written
ballot, hand count, or voice vote. Voting by proxy shall not be allowed.

ARTICLE VIII.
Financial Provisions

8.1 Depositories and Investments. Section funds must be invested consistent with
the State Bar’s Investment Policy as set forth in the State Bar Board of Directors
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Policy Manual, as the same may be amended from time to time. Section funds
must be deposited into either a branch of the State Bar banking depository or an
alternative banking depository meeting the requirements of the State Bar’s
Investment Policy.

8.2 Financial Books, Records, and Reports. The Section must maintain accurate
financial books and records and have appropriate controls on the maintenance and
disbursement of the Section’s funds, all in a fashion that permits the inclusion of
the Section’s financial information in the State Bar’s financial statements and audit.
The Section must provide to the State Bar such financial information as may be
required for compliance with the requirements for the independent financial
and/or internal audits of the State Bar as required by applicable law, rules, and
regulations, and pursuant to the State Bar’s procedures for reporting section
financial reporting, as such procedures may be amended from time to time. The
Section will submit to the Executive Director of the State Bar by July 15 of each year
a budget for the then-current fiscal year.

8.3 Sales Tax. To the extent required by law, the Section will collect sales tax on
goods or services that it sells, and will remit monthly to the State Bar all sales tax
collected during the immediately preceding month, along with a report listing the
price, quantity, and description of the goods or services so sold in such detail as the
State Bar Accounting Department reasonably may require to ensure compliance
with applicable law, rules, and regulations.

8.4 State Bar Assistance. The Section may request the State Bar Accounting
Department to manage Section funds, including depositing dues, managing
operating expenses, issuing checks, and preparing financial reports and budgets.

ARTICLE IX.
Miscellaneous

9.1 Political or Social Policy Advocacy Position. No position may be taken by the
Section or its members in the name of the Section or the State Bar that advocates
or advances a political or social policy position in violation of State Bar policies, the
State Bar Act, the State Bar Rules, or any other applicable state or federal law.

9.2 Section Name Change. The Section may not change its name without the

approval of the State Bar Board of Directors in accordance with the then-current
State Bar policies and procedures.

9.3 Confidentiality of Section Member Information. All information concerning any
Section member that is deemed confidential by state or federal law, including Tex.
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Gov't Code Ch. 552 and Tex. Occ. Code Ch. 59, including email addresses, may be
used only for official section business and may not be disclosed to the public or any
third party. The Section will take reasonable and necessary precautions to protect
the confidentiality of all such information.

9.4 Amendment of Bylaws. These Bylaws may be amended at any meeting of the
Section by a majority vote of the Voting Members present and voting, provided
that any proposed amendment is first approved by a majority of the Council and
notice of the proposed amendment in accordance with these Bylaws has been
provided to all Voting Members at least 30 days prior to the meeting at which the
amendment will be considered. No amendment will become effective until
approved by the State Bar Board of Directors in accordance with the then-current
State Bar policies and procedures.

Approved by the State Bar Board of Directors on the day of September, 2019.

These Bylaws were originally approved by the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors on 26th day of
January, 2018.

Amended: New Vice Chair Position — September 2019
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4 Resolution Honoring Tracy O. Figueroa

hereas Tracy Odvody Figueroa has been a licensed Texas attorney since November 2001 after earning her Doctor of Jurisprudence from Washington University
School g[ Law in Missouri,

hereas As. Figueroa leads Texas RioGrande Legal Aid Inc.s Disaster Assistance Group, which coordinates outreach in communities affected by disaster and works
with local, state, and national partners on recovery efforts,

%[]El‘tﬂﬁ TRLAs Disaster Assistance Group With Ms, jfégueroa at the helm 66@5 thousands cf South, West, and Central Texans in the midst gf disaster secure
financial assistance from the federal government and insurance companies, replace lost or damaged documents, fight contractor fraud, settle landlord-tenant disputes
and access many other important services,

hereas As. Figueroa is nationally known for her work in disaster recovery services and has been a panelist on the topic for the State Bar of Texas, American Bar
Association, and Le{ga[ Services Cor]aomtion,

Dhereas As. Figueroa’s work has provided opportunities for her to travel the nation and offer technical assistance to other agencies on how to organize legal services
work cfuring a disaster,

Dhereas The Poverty Law Section of the State Bar of Texas presented Ms. Figueroa with a 2017 Impact Award for her tireless efforts to organize TRLAS legal aid
response in the wake g[ Hurricane Harvey,

Whereas Colleagues report Ms. Figueroa is extremely dedicated and always focused on how better to help others and as a result attracts talented and passionate lawyers
to her team,

Be It Theeefore Resoloed rhar the State Bar of Texas honors Tracy O. Figueroa with this resolution for her outstanding commitment to the legal profession, and ber
dedicated service to Texas T{iogmnoﬁe Le(ga[ Aid nc. and the residents gr South, West, and Central Texas.

Resolution AOPLed this 20th day of September 2019 by the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Randall O. Sorrels, President Larry P Mc@ougu£ President-Elect
State Bar of Texas State Bar of Texas
witnessed by

Jerry C. Alexandet, Chair of the Board
State Bar of Texas

Trey ﬂj)ﬁﬁ Executive Director
State Bar g[ Texas



A Resolution Honoring Audrey M. Vicknair

Whereas Audrey Mullert Vicknair has been a licensed Texas attorney since November 1991 after earning her Doctor of Jurisprudence from the University of
Houston,

Nereas As. Vicknair bas built a thriving practice as a solo practitioner board-certified in appellate law,

Jw[]ﬂ‘fﬂﬁ Ms. Vicknair bas 20 years qf ex]aerience 6ancf[ing civil cy)})eafs in South Texas, arcguing ngore the Texas Supreme Court and the s5th Circuit Court gf ﬂ]a]aea[s
in New Orleans,

Wlereas s, Vicknair has served on the board gf directors for the Corpus Christi Bar Association in every capacity and currentﬁ» serves as chair (_)f the ﬂ]a]ae[ﬁzte
Section,

Jw[]ﬂ‘fﬂﬁ Ms. Vicknair is an active member (y[ the State Bar (f Texas ﬂj)j)e[[ate Section and currentﬁz serves on the section council,
ADNEreas As. Vicknair is an energetic steward for the Texas Bar Foundation, giving of her time and efforts since 2011,

fereas Ms. Vicknair has a  passion for the rule of law and community service as evidenced 6)/ her tireless devotion to the board gf the Corpus Christi Crime Stoppers
for more than 15 years,

%[}El‘tﬂﬁ Ms. Vicknair has been an eager })am’cﬁ)ant in numerous CCBA pro bono and community activities,
Wfereas s, Vicknair is we[[—res})ecteof Ey her ‘peers and known for her ‘joyous yet humble demeanor in service to her yrofession and community,

Be It Theeefore Resoloed thar the State Bar of Texas honors Audrey M. Vicknair with this resolution for her stellar commitment to the legal profession, and her
dedicated service to the Corpus Christi Bar Association, the local community, and the residents themselves.

Resolution AOPLed this 20th day of September 2019 by the State Bar of Texas Board of Directors in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Randall O. Sorrels, President Larry P McDougal, President-Elect
State Bar (_)f Texas State Bar (_)f Texas
witnessed by

Jerry C. Alexandet, Chair of the Board
State Bar of Texas

Trey Apffel, Executive Director
State Bar of Texas





